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Troy,  New  York  Bans  Discrimination  in  Hiring  Practices 


By  Jim  Marko 

TROY,  NY  —  This  upstate 
New  York  city  has  passed  a  meas¬ 
ure  which  prohibits  discrimination 
against  homosexuals  in  all  city 
hiring  practices.  The  measure, 
which  was  adopted  without  debate 
in  a  7-0  City  Council  vote,  is  a 
general  affirmative  action  plan. 

The  newly  passed  measure  pro¬ 
hibits  discrimination  in  hiring 
based  on  “race,  color,  religion, 
sex,  age,  marital  status,  national 
,  origin,  mental  or  physical  disabil¬ 
ity,  political  orientation  or  affilia¬ 
tion,  or  sexual  preference.” 

Troy  is  the  third  community  in 
the  state  of  New  York  to  ban  dis¬ 
crimination  against  gays.  The  city 
of  Ithaca  and  the  village  of  Alfred 
passed  similar  legislation  during 
1978. 

There  was  no  concerted  effort 
by  any  gay  organizations  for  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  Troy  measure.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Werner  Kuhn,  vice 
chairperson  of  the  New  York 
State  Coalition  gf  Gay  Organiza¬ 
tions,  there  was  no  debate  by  the 
Council  before  the  vote. 

Kuhn  explained  that  the  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  measure  was  held  by 

Boston  Police 
South  Station 

By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  The  first  mass 
arrests  in  the  history  of  the  South 
Station  Cinema  —  Boston’s  all¬ 
male  movie  theatre  —  were  made 
last  Wednesday  night,  Jan.  10,  by 
plainsclothes  detectives  from 
Boston  Police  District  One.  A 
total  of  six  men  were  charged  with 
“open  and  gross  lewdness.” 

Theatre  spokesperson  John 
Mitzel  told  GCN  that  the  raid 
“was  the  first  of  its  kind.”  Mitzel 
said  that  the  theatre  was  last 
raided  in  1974,  but  at  that  time 
only  the  films  were  confiscated. 
“It’s  never  happened  to  the 
patrons  before.” 

The  raid  was  led  by  Det.  Sgt. 
Edward  Simmons,  accompanied 
by  Detectives  Robert  Tinlin  and 
Robert  Ahearn. 

Who  Complained? 

Simmons  told  GCN  that  the 
raid  was  the  result  of  a  complaint 
received  by  police  concerning 
open  sexual  conduct  in  the  movie 
theatre.  He  would  not  elaborate 
on  the  source  or  nature  of  the 
complaint,  saying,  “I  don’t  think 
that’s  important.”  He  added  that 
police  have  never  received  a  com¬ 
plaint  about  the  theatre  before. 

He  said  that  those  arrested  were 
observed  masturbating  or  engag¬ 
ing  in  oral  sex. 

One  of  the  men  was  apparently 
so  taken  aback  by  the  police  ac¬ 
tion  that  he  collapsed  on  the  way 
to  the  police  wagon  and  was  taken 
to  Boston  City  Hospital  for  treat¬ 
ment.  Simmons  said  that  rather 
than  be  arraigned  in  Boston 
Municipal  Court,  the  man  would 
be  the  object  of  a  police  complaint 
the  next  day. 

“People  should  restrict  their 
sexual  activities  to  their  bedrooms 
—  not  in  public  places,”  Simmons 
opined.  Asked  whether  the  theatre 
management  could  first  be  warned 
of  the  complaints  and  told  to  stop 
the  sexual  activities  before  arrests 
are  made,  he  said,  “That  isn’t  the 
way  we  handle  it.” 

Doyle  Unaware 

Supt.  John  F.  Doyle,  chief  of 


an  affirmative  action  task  force 
which  was  made  up  of  City 
Council  members  and  aides  to  the 
mayor.  With  the  “considerable 
discussion”  before  the  Council 
vote,  Kuhn  said,  “the  committee 
seemed  to  do  its  homework  ...  it 
was  no  surprise  to  the  City 
Council.” 

‘To  Know  Us  . . 

Kuhn  told  GCN  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  passage  of  the  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  measure  followed  a  recent 
visit  to  the  Albany-Troy  area  by 
activist  Leonard  Matlovich. 

“It  came  on  the  heels  of  Matlo- 
vich’s  argument  that  to  know  us  is 
to  love  us,”  Kuhn  said.  “One  or 
more  gay  professionals  are  known 
to  a  good  number  of  Council 
members  and  so  [the  Council 
members]  recognized  there  was  no 
problem  or  great  danger  in 
passing  the  ordinance.” 

There  apparently  has  been  no 
major  anti-gay  efforts  in  Troy. 
There  is  also  no  organized  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  Council  action.  A 
number  of  religious  leaders  in  the 
Troy  are  last  year  signed  a  “clergy 
statement”  in  support  of  gay 
rights. 

Raid 

Cinema 

the  Bureau  of  Investigative  Ser¬ 
vices  at  Police  Headquarters  — 
which  includes  the  Vice  Control 
Unit  —  said  he  had  never  been  ad¬ 
vised  of  any  complaints  about  the 
South  Station  Cinema  and,  in 
fact,  was  wholly  unaware  that  the 
raid  Jiad  taken  place  until  so  in¬ 
formed  by  GCN  the  next  day. 

Doyle  said,  “We  haven’t  been 
down  there  in  a  long  time.”  But 
concerning  the  arrests,  Doyle  said, 
“They  (the  men  arrested)  must 
have  been  doing  something.  I’m 
sure  they  weren’t  playing  games.” 

Agreement  Violated? 

On  May  16  of  last  year,  Rep. 
Barney  Frank  organized  a  meeting 
between  representatives  of  the  gay 
community  and  numerous  city  of¬ 
ficials  in  the  City  Hall  office  of 
Stephen  Dunleavy,  special  assist¬ 
ant  for  public  safety  to  Mayor 
'Kevin  H.  White.  At  that  meeting 
—  which  was  in  response  to  the 
105  arrests  at  the  Boston  Public 
Library  in  March  —  it  was  gen¬ 
erally  agreed  that  mass  arrests 
would  be  avoided  in  the  future. 
Corporation  Counsel  Herbert  P. 
Gleason  and  Robert  Wasserman, 
assistant  to  the  police  com¬ 
missioner,  attended  the  meeting. 

But  Deputy  Police  Supt. 
Anthony  J.  Leone,  commander  of 
Area  “B”  (which  includes  District 
One),  told  GCN  that  he  was  un¬ 
aware  of  any  such  agreement. 
“My  policy  is  not  to  warn 
people,”  Leone  said.  “We  make 
the  arrests  and  they  face  the  music 
in  court.  This  is  a  public  place  and 
they  should  keep  sexual  acts  be¬ 
hind  locked  doors.” 

Dunleavy  told  GCN  he  would 
conduct  an  investigation  into  the 
incident.  Rep.  Frank  was  out  of 
town  last  week  and  unavailable 
for  comment. 

Mitzel  said,  “There  have  been 
three  gay  murders  that  we  know 
of  since  Christmas  and  the  police 
are  worried  about  people  mastur¬ 
bating!  Some  of  these  cops  have 
gotten  out  of  control.” 

The  South  Station  Cinema  is 
still  open  for  business,  he  added. 


Werner  Kuhn  expressed  hope 
that  other  New  York  state  com¬ 
munities  would  follow  Troy’s 
action  in  passing  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  measures.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  on-going  “educational 
and  outreach  efforts”  in  Troy  and 
the  Albany  area  are  “really  bear¬ 
ing  fruit.” 

“In  our  case  no  group  went  to 
the  City  Council  requesting  or 
demanding  action  .  .  .  [there  were] 
well-meaning  individuals  who 
have  been  exposed  to  the  need  for 
protection  of  gay  men  and 
women,”  Kuhn  said. 


Kuhn  said  the  action  in’ Troy 
came  about  because  of  “the  good 
will  which  exists  in  the  community 
generally.” 

“We  have  a  small  group  of 
people  working  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  and  we  have  a  small 
group  of  people  who  are  strongly 
opposed,  but  in  the  middle  are  a 
large  majority  of  people  who  have 
taken  a  relatively  neutral  stand  .  .  . 
when  pressed  they  are  willing  to  be 
accepting  of  many  different  life 
styles,”  Kuhn  said. 

Troy  is  the  43rd  community  in 
the  nation  to  ban  discrimination 


against  gays  generally  or  in  city 
hiring  practices  specifically. 

During  1978  both  Berkeley  and 
San  Francisco  ir  California  passed 
wide-ranging  rnti-discrimination 
measures.  In  Iviicnigan,  Ingham 
County  banned  discrimination 
based  on  sexual  preference  in 
county  hiring. 

In  New  York  City,  the  Council 
recently  defeated  an  effort  to  ban 
discrimination  in  that  city.  The 
measure  failed  even  with  the 
support  of  Mayor  Edward  Koch 
who  has  banned  discrimination 
against  gays  in  city  hiring. 


Two  Anti-Discrimination  Bills  Filed 


SACRAMENTO,  CA  —  The 
California  Legislature  will  deal 
with  two  anti-discrimination 
measures  in  its  current  session. 
The  two  bills  were  introduced 
shortly  after  the  legislature  re¬ 
convened  last  month. 

The  first  bill  was  introduced  by 
Assembly  member  Art  Agnos  (D- 
San  Francisco).  It  would  prohibit 
discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation  or  the  refusal  to  grant 
sexual  favors.  The  measure  is  now 
before  the  legislature’s  Labor 
Committee. 

The  other  gay  rights  bill  was 
introduced  in  two  similar  versions 
by  State  Sen.  Milton  Marks  (R- 
San  Francisco)  and  Sen.  David 
Roberti  (D-Hollywood).  Senate 
Bill  18  would  authorize  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Commis¬ 
sion  to  take  action  against  any 


employer  or  employment  agency 
that  refuses  to  hire  a  person  based 
solely  on  that  person’s  “sexual 
orientation.” 

The  Senate  bill  is  nowbeforethe 
Industrial  Relations  Committee. 
Although  gay  lobbyists  have  ex¬ 
pressed  optimism  that  both  the 
House  and  Senate  bills  will  be 
reported  on  favorably  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  there  is  indication  that  the 
Senate  measure  may  have  some 
rough  going. 

Sen.  Roberti,  who  is  the  major- 
ity  floor  leader  of  the  State 
Senate,  said,  “The  real  issue  here 
is  whether  or  not  an  individual  is 
capable  of  doing  a  good  job,  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  he  is  hetero¬ 
sexual,  homosexual  or  celibate.” 

Assembly  member  Agnos;  a 
long-time  gay  rights  advocate, 
said  he  was  very  optimistic  about 
passage  of  his  proposed  measure 


in  this  session  of  the  legislature. 
He  called  anti-discrimination 
legislation  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  a  “matter  of  justice  and 
human  dignity.” 

“A  man  or  woman’s  private 
sexual  preference  or  the  granting 
of  sexual  favors  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  ability  to  per¬ 
form  a  job,”  Agnos  said. 

Monday,  Jan.  15  has  been 
designated  AB1  Day  at  the  State 
Capitol  here.  The  day’s  activities 
are  being  organized  by  California 
Human  Rights  Advocates  and  are 
designed  to  give  people  a  chance 
to  meet  with  their  representatives 
and  lobby  for  the  Agnos  bill. 

According  to  Advocates 
spokesperson  Lisa  Katz,  the 
chances  for  passage  of  pro-gay 
legislation  are  “good”  during  this 
session  of  the  California  Legisla¬ 
ture. 


Trial  Against  Body  Politic  Continues 


Body  Politic  defendants  (I-r)  Ed  Jackson,  Gerald  Hannon,  Ken  Popert. 


By  Jim  Marko 

TORONTO,  Ont.  —  The  ob¬ 
scenity  trial  against  The  Body 
Politic  and  the  Pink  Triangle 
Press  will  end  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  16 
with  summation  by  the  defense 
and  the  prosecution  in  the  case. 

For  three  days  last  week,  de¬ 
fense  attorney  Clayton  Ruby  pre¬ 
sented  a  number  of  witnesses  in¬ 
cluding  doctors  and  journalists 
who  testified  that  the  newspaper 
and  the  collective  press  should  not 
have  been  charged  with  obscenity. 

The  case  centers  on  an  article  in 
the  December  1977  issue  of  the 
news  magazine  called  “Men  Lov¬ 
ing  Boys  Loving  Men.”  The  issue 
of  the  paper  was  seized  along  with 
12  boxes  of  material  in  a  police 
raid  in  December  1977.  The  col¬ 
lective  was  then  charged  under 
Section  164  of  the  Canadian 
Criminal  Code  with  making  use  of 
the  mails  “for  the  purpose  of 
transmitting  or  delivering  any¬ 
thing  that  is  obscene,  indecent, 
immoral  or  scurrilous  matter.” 

Charged  specifically  in  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  vs.  Pink  Tri¬ 
angle  Press  were  collective  mem¬ 
bers  Gerald  Hannon,  who  wrote 
the  article  on  pedophilia,  Ken 
Popert  and  Ed  Jackson. 

An  Accurate  Document 

The  first  witness  to  appear  for 
the  defense  was  noted  psychol¬ 
ogist  Dr.  John  Money  of  Balti¬ 
more’s  Johns  Hopkins  University. 
Dr.  Money  testified  that  the 
article  in  the  newspaper  was 
“non-judgmental  and  impartial 
and  an  accurate  scientific  docu¬ 
ment."  He  described  pedophilia 
as  an  “unconventional  love” 
which  bears  “no  relation  to  cruel 
or  violent  sexual  practices.” 


June  Callwood,  a  noted  To¬ 
ronto  journalist,  appeared  for  the 
defense  during  attorney  Ruby’s 
three  days  of  activity.  Callwood 
told  the  packed  court  room  that 
the  article  in  question  was  “writ¬ 
ten  with  tenderness  and  love  . 
we  need  this  kind  of  information 
and  we  just  can’t  get  it.” 

Fair  and  Impartial 
Attorney  Ruby  did  not  call  the 
three  defendants  Hannon,  Jack- 
son  and  Popert  to  appear  before 
Provincial  Judge  Syd  Harris. 
Hannon  told  GCN  that  Harris 
“appears  to  be  fair  and  impar¬ 
tial”  and  noted  that  he  seemed 
“not  to  pay  much  attention”  to  a 
number  of  witnesses  for  the  pros¬ 
ecution  [see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  24], 
Hannon  said  that  it  would 
probably  be  another  two  or  three 
weeks  before  Harris  rules  in  the 
case.  He  added  that  media  cover¬ 
age  throughout  Canada  has  been 


“generally  positive.” 

On  Jan.  3,  Toronto  Mayor 
John  Sewell  became  the  subject  of 
much  of  the  coverage  of  the  case 
when  he  appeared  at  a  support 
rally  for  the  collective.  The  mayor 
told  the  crowd  of  about  600  that 
an  alternative  press  was  import¬ 
ant.  He  also  reminded  people  that 
“it  is  not  illegal  to  be  gay.” 
Mayor  Sewell,  who  came  under 
criticism  from  most  of  the  straight 
media  for  his  appearance  at  the 
rally,  also  called  for  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  human 
rights  code  of  the  province. 

Defendant  Hannon  told  GCN 
that  he  did  not  believe  the  mayor’s 
presence  at  the  rally  “will  affect 
the  case.”  “All  the  activity  has 
galvanized  the  gay  community 
here,”  Hannon  said.  “Homosex¬ 
uality  has  probably  not  ever  had 
such  a  high  visibility  in  this  city 
before.” 
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QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

.  I  went  to  a  parents’  night  at  a  Gay 
Youth  Toronto  meeting  and  it  was  a  real  eye- 
opener  just  to  sit  and  listen  to  those  young  peo¬ 
ple.  My  whole  family  had  this  image  of  gay  men 
as  effeminate  and  in  dresses.  An  abomination. 
Then  you  realize  they’re  just  ordinary  kids.  I 
became  very  emotionally  involved,  and  I  saw 
there  was  an  obvious  need  for  a  parents’ 
organization.  The  kids  kept  saying  they  wished 
there  was  someone  for  their  parents  to  talk  to. 
Pretty  soon  [my  son]  Steve  began  volunteering 
me  to  speak  as  a  parent  to  gay  organizations” 
—  June  Tattle,  co-ordinator  of  a  Parents  of 
Gays  group  in  Toronto,  Ontario  as  quoted  in 
The  Body  Politic  this  month. 

NEW  WOMEN’S  TIMES  SUED 

ROCHESTER,  NY  —  New  Women’s  Times, 
a  bi-weekly  publication  of  news  and  features 
“published  ...  for  the  betterment  of  woman¬ 
kind,”  has  been  sued  by  a  magazine  called  New 
Woman.  The  magazine  alleges  that  New 
Women’s  Times  name  infringes  upon  the  fed¬ 
eral  trademark  entered  under  the  phrase  “The 
New  Woman.” 

In  an  editorial  in  its  most  recent  issue,  the 
bi-weekly  feminist  paper  attacked  the  action  as 
“groundless.”  The  editorial  pointed  out  to 
readers  that  some  people  may  see  the  chal¬ 
lenge  as  women  in  the  movement  suing  other 
women. 

“For  those  unfamiliar  with  New  Woman 
magazine,”  the  editorial  states,  “it  is  a  slick,  bi¬ 
monthly  publication  —  one  of  the  ten  best-sell¬ 
ing  ‘women’s’  magazines  in  the  country.  It  is 
principally  supported  by  the  usual  sexist  adver 
tising  for  alcohol,  cigarettes  and  cosmetics, 
another  familiar,  vehicle  -for  American  con¬ 
sumerism  ... 

“We  do  not  feel,  in  short,  that  we  are  being 
sued  by  other  women  in  the  movement.  On  the 
contrary,  this  is  big  business  suing  women.  It  is 
to  be  expected.” 

CLGR  ELECTS  SPOKESPERSONS 

NEW  YORK  —  Curtis  Mason,  of  Gay  Youth 
of  New  York  and  the  Gay  Community  at  Hunter 
College,  and  Ellen  Lauper,  a  member  of  the 
Socialist  Workers’  Party  and  the  National  Or¬ 
ganization  for  Women,  were  elected  to  serve  as 
spokespersons  for  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights.  (CLGR). 

Lauper  has  stated  that  one  of  her  main  ob¬ 
jectives  as  a  spokesperson  will  be  to  encourage 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  “move  on  their  own  ini¬ 
tiative  . . .  always  one  step  ahead  of  the  people 
denying  us  our  rights.”  Lauper  is  also  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  need  to  broaden  and  unify  sup¬ 
port  among  non-gays.  Both  Lauper  and  Mason 
expressed  confidence  that  they  will  be  recep¬ 
tive  to  the  changing  attitude  and  needs  of  the 
gay  community. 

The  election  of  these  two  additional 
spokespersons  was  confirmed  at  a  CLGR  com¬ 
munity  meeting.  Other  spokespersons  for 
CLGR  are  Eleanor  Cooper  (Lesbian  Feminist 
Liberation),  Jim  Levin  (Gay  Independent  Demo¬ 
crats),  Betty  Santoro  (Lesbian  Feminist  Libera¬ 
tion),  and  David  Thorstad. 

CLGR  represents  more  than  50  education¬ 
al,  religious,  women’s,  neighborhood,  political 
and  cultural  groups  endorsing  civil  rights  for 
New  York  City’s  one  million  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

BANNING  GAY  AWARENESS 

PULLMAN,  WA  —  An  effort  has  begun  here 
to  ban  a  gay  organization  on  the  Washington 
State  University  campus  in  Pullman.  A  petition 
drive  has  begun  in  an  effort  to  hold  a  student 
referendum  on  recent  student  activity  funding 
of  the  Gay  Awareness  Committee  on  campus. 
The  grant  of  $1 1 1  came  after  two  years  of  fund¬ 
ing  denial. 

A  group  of  students  led  by  what  Commit¬ 
tee  people  described  as  "born-again  Chris¬ 
tians”  is  attempting  to  remove  the  gay  group 
from  official  committee  status  at  the  University. 

Observers  on  campus  suggest  that  the 
needed  2900  signatures  will  be  collected  and 
that  a  subsequent  vote  could  end  in  the  cen¬ 
sure  of  the  gay  organization. 


' 

ARREST  IN  CHAPS  ASSAULT 

BOSTON  —  The  first  arrest  in  connection 
with  the  assault  of  two  gay  men  outside  Chaps 
on  Dec.  29  was  made  last  week.  A  warrant 
charging  George  Everett,  of  London  Street, 
East  Boston,  with  two  counts  of  assault  and 
battery  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  was  issued 
on  Jan.  4  from  Boston  Municipal  Court. 

Police  made  several  late-night  and  early 
morning  visits  to  Everett’s  home,  but  he  was 
not  there.  On  Jan.  10  at  1:00  a.m.,  however,  he 
surrendered  himself  at  Boston  Police  Station 
Four.  He  was  later  arraigned  at  Boston  Muni¬ 
cipal  Court,  where  he  was  released  on  $1000 
surety  bail.  The  case  was  continued  to  Feb.  1. 

AFL-CIO  AND  ERA 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  AFL-CIO  has 
moved  its  convention  this  year  from  Miami 
Beach  to  Washington.  The  union  said  it  made 
the  move  because  of  Florida’s  failure  to 
approve  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment. 

The  1979  national  convention  had  been 
scheduled  for  mid-October  in  Miami  Beach.  It 
will  open  in  Washington  on  Nov.  15,  with  about 
3000  persons  expected  to  attend. 

The  transfer  was  made  at  the  request  of 
the  Coalition  of  Trade  Union  Women. 

LAMBDA  LEGAL  AWARDS 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  Lambda  Legal  De¬ 
fense  and  Education  Fund  has  announced  that 
the  Lambda  Annual  Award  will  be  presented  to 
the  Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches.  Rev.  Delores  “Dee”  Jackson 
will  be  accepting  the  award  at  Lambda’s  Annual 
Award  Dinner  to  be  held  Thursday,  Jan.  25  at  ■ 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  Fifth  Avenue  at  Ninth 
Street,  from  6:30  until  10:30  p.m.  Reservations 
are  now  being  accepted  for  a  tax-deductible 
contribution  of  $35  per  person. 

The  Lambda  Annual  Award  is  given  in  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  Metropolitan  Community  * 
Churches’  “long  commitment  t6  advancing  the 
rights  and  self-esteem  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men.” 

The  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  will  also  be  presenting  Certificates  of 
Appreciation  to  E.  Carrington  Boggan,  Carter 
Burden,  Margaret  “Midge”  Costanza,  Robert 
Livingston,  Ruth  Messinger,  Jean  O’Leary, 
Andrew  Stein,  Jare  Trichter  and  Bruce  Voeller. 

POPPERS  IN  CANADA 

TORONTO  —  Toronto’s  Addiction  Re¬ 
search  Foundation  has  published  a  new  look  at 
poppers  —  “recreational  use  of  vasodilators.” 

The  report  contains  a  complete  list  of  the 
various  products  under  their  chemical  and 
trade  names  and  discusses  their  physical  prop¬ 
erties,  availability  and  legal  status  in  Canada. 

According  to  the  report,  the  use  of  poppers 
carries  the  common  side  effect  of  headache.  It 
adds  that  tolerance  to  the  product  develops 
quickly.  More  severe  side  effects  are  rarely 
reported,  according  to  the  study. 

The  report,  although  noting  less  investiga¬ 
tion  than  might  be  necessary,  states  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  addiction  to  poppers. 

Copies  of  the  report  are  available  free  of 
charge  from  the  Information  Center  of  the 
Addiction  Research  Foundation,  33  Russell  St., 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5S  2S1. 

TEACHERS  ADOPT  RESOLUTION 

BOSTON  —  The  Resolutions  Committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association 
has  adopted  a  new  resolution  on  non-discrim- 
inatory  practices  which  includes  sexual 
orientation.  The  resolution  will  be  submitted  to 
the  annual  meeting  of  delegates  in  May.  The 
vote  on  the  resolution  was  7  to  2  in  favor. 

The  issue  was  brought  to  the  December 
meeting  of  the  MTA  Resolutions  Committee  by 
Bruce  Bell,  spokesperson  for  the  Association’s 
Gay  Rights  Caucus.  The  committee  did  not 
adopt  the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Caucus 
but  formulated  its  own  resolution. 

The  proposed  resolution  states  in  part  that 
the  association  “believes  that  discrimination 
because  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  religious 
beliefs,  residence,  physical  disability,  political 
activities,  professional  association  activity, 
age,  marital  status,  family  relationships,  sex  or 
sexual  orientation  should  be  eliminated.” 

the  MTA  Gay  Rights  Caucus  agreed  to 
support  the  resolution  as  adopted  by  the 
Resolutions  Committee. 


PAX  ATTACKS 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Police 
Patrolmen’s  Association  newspaper,  Pax  Cen¬ 
turion,  continued  its  attacks  on  the  gay 
community  last  week.  The  police  union  news¬ 
paper  had  previously  threatened  legal  action 
against  GCN  for  printing  “without  prior  authori¬ 
zation”  a  cartoon  which  appeared  in  a  special 
pre-election  issue.  [See  GCN,  Dec.  2] 

In  the  latest  issue,  the  BPPA  cartoonist 
offers  a  drawing  depicting  the  gay  community 
escaping  from  a  door  marked  “closet”  with  the 
caption,  “You  can’t  solve  a  problem  by  boasting 
publicly  that  you  are  part  of  it  ...  The  same 
problems  inside  or  outside  . . .  sad.”  There  is 
also  an  article  criticizing  GCN  for  “abdicating 
its  journalistic  responsibility  by  ignoring  head- 
line-grabbing  stories  that  show  the  involvement 
of  homosexuals  in  murder  and  other  crimes 
directed  against  children.” 

The  newspaper  challenged  GCN  to  support 
legislation  sponsored  by  ex-Suffolk  County 
District  Attorney  Garrett  Byrne  to  amend  the 
state’s  privacy  laws  to  require  all  employers 
and  the  state  Welfare  Department  to  conduct  a 
background  check  on  all  individuals  working 
with  children. 

JOHN  GACY  INDICTED 

CHICAGO  —  John  Wayne  Gacy  has  been 
indicted  on  charges  of  murdering  seven  young 
men.  Authorities  have  reported  that  they  found 
the  skeletal  remains  of  27  bodies  under  Gacy’s 
Des  Plaines  home. 

^  Police  officials  said  last  week  that  Gacy 
has  been  linked  to  five  alleged  assaults  or  dis¬ 
appearances  dating  back  to  August  1975.  It  was 
the  reported  disappearance  of  a  sixth  youth 
which  led  police  to  their  investigation  of  the 
Gacy  home.  Previously,  authorities  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  Gacy  was  linked  to  two  earlier 
investigations. 

Gacy,  who  reportedly  confessed  to  killing 
32  people,  was  questioned  in  August  1975  and 
December  1976  about  the  disappearances  of 
two  young  men  whose  remains  were  found 
among  those  removed  from  Gacy’s  home. 

ABORTION  LAW  KILLED 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  The  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  has  declared  unconstitutional  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  law  that  required  a  doctor  performing 
an  abortion  to  choose  the  method  most  likely  to 
save  the  life  of  a  fetus  that  might  be  old  enough 
to  survive  outside  the  womb. 

The  6  to  3  majority  called  the  law  “little 
more  than  a  trap  for  those  who  act  in  good 
faith.”  The  justices  ruled  that  the  law  would 
have  a  “profound  chilling  effect  on  the  willing¬ 
ness  of  physicians  to  perform  abortions  near  \ 
the  point  of  viability  in  the  manner  indicated  by 
their  best  medical  judgment.” 

MINEO  MURDER  TRIAL  BEGINS 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  trial  of  the  man 
charged  with  the  murder  of  actor  Sal  Mineo  has 
begun  here.  Lionel  Williams  is  charged  with 
murder  in  the  1976  knife  slaying  of  Mineo  out¬ 
side  the  actor’s  Sunset  Strip  apartment. 

The  indictment  handed  up  last  week 
charges  that  Williams,  who  was  in  prison  on 
another  charge  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,, 
stabbed  Mineo  during  an  attempted  robbery. 

Mineo  appeared  in  a  number  of  films  in¬ 
cluding  Exodus  and  Rebel  Without  a  Cause. 

CONFERENCE  FOR  GAY  JEWS 

TEL  AVIV,  ISRAEL  -  The  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Personal  Rights  (SPPR),  the  na¬ 
tional  gay  organization  in  Israel,  has  announced 
the  Fourth  International  Conference  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Jews  to  be  held  here  from  July  19  to  22 
1979. 

The  conference  will  focus  on  three  major 
topics:  Gay  in  Israel,  Law  and  Liberation  and 
Modern  Jewish  Perspectives.  The  subjects  will 
form  the  basis  of  the  planned  program.  The 
group  has  also  announced  an  optional  package 
tour  for  conference  attendents  who  would  like 
to  spend  more  time  in  Israel. 

All  lesbian  and  gay  Jews,  whether  or  not 
affiliated  with  an  established  organization,  are 
welcome  and  encouraged  to  attend  the  Con¬ 
ference. 

For  further  information  write:  The  Society 
for  the  Protection  of  Personal  Rights,  POB 
46039.  Tel  Aviv,  Israel. 
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Harry  Britt  Named  as  San  Francisco  City  Supervisor 


By  John  J.  Graczak 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  On 
Wednesday,  Jan.  10,  Harry  G. 
Britt  succeeded  Harvey  Milk  as 
Supervisor  in  the  city  of  San 
Francisco.  Britt,  a  native  of  Port 
Arthur,  Texas,  was  chosen  by 
Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  through  a 
six-week  process  of  interviews. 
Preceding  the  announcement  of 
Britt’s  appointment  to  the  posi¬ 
tion,  controversy  erupted  over 
Feinstein’s  stated  intention  of  as¬ 
signing  a  homosexual  to  succeed 
Harvey  Milk.  Opposing  this,  Sen. 
John  Briggs  (R-Fullerton)  sent  a 
telegram  to  Feinstein  which  read: 

“I  am  appalled  by  your  appar¬ 
ent  desire  to  use  the  quota  system 
in  appointing  Harvey  Milk’s  suc¬ 
cessor  ‘as  the  only  moral  thing  to 
do.’  Surely  merit  not  sexual  pref¬ 
erence  should  be  the  criterion. 
Supervisor  Milk  always  insisted  to 
be  considered  a  human  being  first 
and  a  homosexual  second.  As  an 
attractive  alternate,  perhaps  now 
is  the  time  to  provide  fair  repre¬ 
sentation  for  San  Francisco’s 


Oriental,  black  or  chicano  popu¬ 
lation.” 

Feinstein  stood  by  her  intent. 
Concerning  the  telegram,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  mayor  told 
GCN,  “The  mayor  did  not  think 
it  worthy  of  a  response.  She  has 
better  things  to  do  than  play 
games  with  Mr.  Briggs.  .  .  .  She 
has  to  run  a  city.” 

Britt  did  not  actively  seek  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  supervisory  posi¬ 
tion,  but  was  sought  for  an  inter¬ 
view  by  the  mayor  because  he  had 
been  mentioned  on  a  tape  by  Milk 
as  a  possible  successor.  “Harvey 
told  me,  ‘1  put  you  on  the  tape  be¬ 
cause  you  are  a  fighter’,”  said 
Britt.  “From  the  beginning  I  had 
been  supporting  someone  else  for 
Harvey’s  position,  but  when  she 
[Ann  Kronenberg]  did  not  have  a 
chance  to  be  appointed,  I  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position.” 

The  failure  of  Feinstein  to  ap¬ 
point  Kronenberg  to  Milk’s  posi¬ 
tion  caused  some  consternation 
within  the  San  Francisco  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Sources  in  San  Francisco 
told  GCN  that  it  was  popularly 
thought  that  Feinstein  was  too 


conservative  to  work  with  Kron- 
enberg’s  more  radical  politics.  A 
spokesperson  for  the  mayor,  how¬ 
ever,  said,  “Kronenberg  is  very 
talented,  but  Mayor  Feinstein  had 
reservations  about  her  ability  to 
handle  the  pressures  of  the  job  .  .  . 
she  wondered  whether  Kronen¬ 
berg  had  the  necessary  maturity. 
You  see,  Kronenberg  is  25  and 
Britt  is  40.” 

Britt’s  Experience 

Besides  having  been  a  personal 
friend  of  Harvey  Milk  and  a  hand¬ 
picked  successor,  Britt  has  had 
considerable  experience  in  San 
Francisco  politics.  A  resident  of 
the  city  since  1971,  Britt  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Harvey 
Milk  Democratic  Club,  and  repre¬ 
sented  Milk  in  discussions  con¬ 
cerning  the  Democratic  Party 
Mid-Term  Convention.  “I’m 
committed  to  exactly  the  same 
picture  of  where  San  Francisco 
should  go  as  -was-  Harvey,”  said 
Britt.  “That  means  building  a 
coalition  of  minorities,  maximiz¬ 
ing  the  role  of  grass-roots  organi¬ 
zations  in  decision  making,  op¬ 
posing  the  ‘Proposition  13  men¬ 


tality’,  helping  to  establish  a  fem¬ 
inist  consciousness,  and  support¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  district  elec¬ 
tions,  which  made  it  possible  for 
Harvey  to  be  elected.” 

The  principle  of  district  elec¬ 
tions  to  which  Britt  referred  is  a 
recent  development  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  politics.  Previous  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Milk,  all  the  voters  of  the 
city  were  presented  the  same  list  of 
supervisors.  Beginning  with 
Milk’s  candidacy,  candidates  ran 
for  specific  districts,  and  were 
elected  by  that  particular  constitu¬ 
ency.  This  made  it  possible  for 
Milk  to  receive  effective  support 
from  his  heavily-gay  district. 

While  Britt  intends  to  carry  on 
in  the  tradition  of  Milk,  he  did 
indicate  that  there  would  be  a 
change  in  his  supervision.  “The 
difference  between  myself  and 
Harvey  will  be  that  of  style,  and 
that’s  not  because  of  personal  dif¬ 
ferences,  but  historical  ones.  It’s 
because  of  the  work  that  Harvey 
already  did,  working  from  the 
outside  in.  Now  I’m  in,  so  1  can 
consolidate  what  he  has  already 
done.  ...  I  need  to  bring  people 


together,  let  them  do  the  thinking, 
and  then  do  as  I’m  told.  Harvey 
was  different.  He  did  the  thinking 
himself  and  was  always  on  the 
nose.  Harvey  determined  the  gay 
consciousness  in  this  city  in  a  way 
that  will  be  determinative  for  a 
long  time,  and  that  was  the  great 
thing  about  Harvey  Milk.” 

Milk  was  not  only  seen  as  a 
supervisor  for  San  Francisco,  but 
a  gay  leader  always  ready  to  take 
up  new  tasks  for  the  community. 
Britt  does  not  see  himself  as  as¬ 
suming  the  same  leadership  role 
ad  did  Milk.  “I  considered 
Harvey  to  be  the  authentic 
national  leader  for  the  gay  move¬ 
ment.  I’m  not.  He  was  like  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  with  the  civil 
rights  movement.  When  Harvey 
died,  we  just  didn’t  have  anyone 
else  to  take  his  place.  The  leader¬ 
ship  now  h&s  to  come  from  the 
grass-roots.  ...  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  power  struggles  for  leader¬ 
ship  positions,  and  if  I’m  elected, 
I  will  not  serve.  The  next  gay  lead¬ 
ers  will  be  those  who  can  rhannel 
and  release  energy  into  construct¬ 
ive  programs.” 


New  York  GAA  Calls  for  Boycotts 


Smith-Kline  products  named  in  boycott  action. 


Police 

Investigate 

Murders 

BOSTON  —  Homicide  detec¬ 
tives  are  continuing  their  investi¬ 
gation  into  two  murders  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  beginning  of  this 
month  and  have  requested  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  the  gay  community  in 
gathering  information.  The  first 
murder  victim,  34  year  old  Dennis 
Pugilese  of  Marlborough,  was 
found  beaten  to  death  atop  a 
rocky  hill  at  Ringer  Playground 
on  Allston  Street  in  Allston  on 
Jan.  1  at  7:45  a.m. 

The  movements  of  Pugilese, 
who  was  in  drag  on  New  Year’s 
Eve,  have  been  followed  but  de- 

Coors  Strike 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  boy¬ 
cott  by  the  San  Francisco  Tavern 
Guild  against  Coors  Beer  is  con¬ 
tinuing  in  the  Bay  Area  despite  the 
end  of  the  21-month-long  strike 
against  the  Adolph  Coors  Brewery 
in  Golden,  Colo. 

Wayne  Friday,  a  spokesman  for 
the  Guild,  which  includes  more 
than  100  member  gay  bars  and 
restaurants,  told  GCN  that  the 
Guild  “can  substantiate  that  we 
have  removed  Coors  from  71  bars 
and  restaurants  in  the  Bay  Area.” 

Friday  added  that  Coors  has 
recognized  that  sales  of  the  beer 
are  off  by  as  much  as  5000  cases  a 
week  in  San  Francisco.  “There  are 
only  four  or  five  gay  establish¬ 
ments  still  serving  Coors,”  Friday 
said. 

The  Tavern  Guild  boycott  of 
the  product  still  continues  nearly  a 
month  after  workers  at  the  Coors 
plant  decided  to  dump  Local  336 
of  the  Brewery  Workers  as  their 
bargaining  agent.  The  production 
and  maintenance  employees  voted 
2  to  1  against  the  local  in  a  union 
decertification  vote  on  Dec.  14. 

The  longstanding  strike  against 
Coors  has  been  somewhat  weak 
since  it  began.  Reports  show  that 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  work¬ 
ers  had  returned  to  the  job  in  the 
last  year.  Late  in  November,  the 
National  Labor  Relations  Board 
ruled  against  remaining  union 
charges  of  unfair  practices  on  the 
part  of  the  firm. 

William  Coors,  a  top  official  in 
the  family-run  business,  labeled 
the  recent  vote  “a  great  victory 
for  our  people.”  Coors  called  the 
action  a  “declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dence”  on  the  part  of  the  work¬ 
ers.  “This  is  the  first  time  in  44 
years  that  the  company  will  be 


tectives  still  have  no  strong  leads 
as  to  motive  or  any  suspects  in 
the  incident.  Information  may  be 
directed  to  Det.  Sgt.  Frank 
Whalen  or  Det.  William  Smith  at 
(617)  247-4470. 

The  second  murder  involved  a 
20  year  old  Dorchester  man,  Wil¬ 
liam  Joyce,  who  was  stabbed  sev¬ 
eral  times  in  the  chest  and  found 
at  the  front  door  of  the  Together 
disco,  110  Boylston  Street.  Police 
say  Joyce  was  involved  in  an  alter¬ 
cation  inside  the  club  just  prior  to 
closing.  They  are  especially 
interested  in  locating  witnesses 
who  could  confirm  whether  the 
stabbing  happened  inside  the  club 
or  outside  the  front  door. 

Information  in  this  case  may  be 
directed  to  Det.  Lt.  Arthur  Kelly 
at  (617)  247-4470. 


able  to  work  directly  with  employ¬ 
ees  without  having  to  go  through  a 
third  party.” 

Lie  Detector  Tests 

One  of  the  many  contentions 
made  by  the  union  against  the 
firm  was  that  Coors  subjected  its 
employees  to  polygraph  tests 
before  and  during  employment. 

In  November  1977,  GCN  re¬ 
ported  that  Coors  did  not  hire 
gays,  and  in  fact  had  questioned 
prospective  employees  about  their 
sexuality.  Affidavits,  copies  of 
which  were  secured  by  GCN, 
showed  that  questions  about  al¬ 
leged  homosexual  activities  were 
asked  of  people  seeking  work. 

In  April  1978  Coors  announced 
that  it  had  added  “sexual  prefer¬ 
ence”  to  its  equal  employment  op¬ 
portunity  policy.  The  firm  an¬ 
nounced  that  under  the  policy, 
“the  company  does  not  discrimin¬ 
ate  on  hiring  in  the  areas  of  race, 
color,  creed,  sex,  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence,  age,  handicap  or  national 
origin.” 

Coors  also  assured  GCN  that  it 
had  modified  its  lie  detector  tests 
given  those  seeking  work.  Instead 
of  the  50  questions  asked  on  the 
tests,  there  are  now  seven  basic 
queries.  A  Coors  spokesperson 
continued  to  deny  that  the  firm 
had  ever  discriminated  against 
gays  in  hiring  practices. 

The  Tavern  Guild’s  Friday  told 
GCN  that  the  boycott  of  the  beer 
would  end  in  San  Francisco 
“when  we  are  convinced  that 
Coors  has  stopped  hiring  policies 
that  discriminate  against  gay 
people.” 

Meanwhile,  union  leaders  have 
vowed  to  continue  the  boycott  of 
Coors  —  an  action  that  has  spread 
to  16  states  including  California. 


NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  New 
York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  of 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  is  calling 
for  boycotts  of  the  1980  Winter 
Olympics  and  a  number  of 
products  produced  by  the  Smith- 
Kline  Corporation.  The  Olympics 
will  be  held  in  Lake  Placid,  N.Y. 
in  1980.  Smith-Kline  is  the  maker 
of  such  products  as  Love  Cos¬ 
metics,  Contac  cold  capsules  and 
Sea  and  Ski  products. 

The  GAA  Gay  Prisoner 
Support  group  announced  that 
the  boycott  against  the  Olympic 
Games  was  based  on  the  an¬ 
nounced  decision  to  use  the 
athletes  housing  unit  as  a  prison 
when  the  games  end.  GAA  said 
that  the  converted  unit  will  be  the 
first  federal  institution  to  be  built 
especially  for  youth  offenders  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  1 8  and  26. 

As  a  member  of  a  state-wide 
coalition  of  gay  and  straight  or¬ 
ganizations  called  Stop  the 
Olympic  Prison  (STOP),  the 
GAA  said  it  is  actively  fighting  to 
have  the  building  turned  into  a 
center  to  “serve  human  needs  and 
not  an  institution  that  will  waste 
more  men’s  lives.” 

“It  is  the  feeling  of  GAA/NY 
that  all  potential  contributors  to 
the  Olympics  should  be  made 
aware  that  both  their  money  and 
names  will  dedicate  this  prison 
when  finished  —  thus  promoting 
the  destruction  of  human  poten¬ 
tial  and  not  international  athletic 
brotherhood/sisterhood,”  the 
group  stated. 

Boycott  of  Smith-Kline 

GAA/NY  is  calling  for  a 
boycott  of  Smith-Kline  products 

Gay  Survival 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  The  Gay 
Survival  Fund  has  lost  its  fight  to 
gain  status  as  a  major  political 
party.  GSF  brought  suit  against 
the  State  Secretary  and  the  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Revenue  after  being 
denied  major  party  status  in 
November  1978. 

On  Jan.  4  the  Minnesota  Su¬ 
preme  Court  ruled  that  the  Gay 
Survival  Fund  did  not  qualify  as  a 
major  party  as  defined  under  state 
statutes.  The  ruling  stated  that  “a 
political  party  cannot  ‘present’  a 
candidate  for  election  in  a  non¬ 
partisan  judicial  election  so  as  to 
qualify  it  for  major  party  designa¬ 
tion  .  . .” 

GSF  had  held  that  it  had  sup¬ 
ported  a  candidate  for  the  State 


including  Allergy  Relief  Medicine 
and  Sine-Off  nasal  spray  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  national  action 
called  by  the  Alliance  for  the  Lib¬ 
eration  of  Mental  Patients  in 
Philadelphia.  The  boycott  against 
Smith-Kline  is  based  on  that 
firm’s  production  of  psychotropic 
drugs. 

Thorazine,  Stelazine  and  other 
“tranquilizers”  are  produced  by 
the  firm ,  and  boycott  leaders 
charge  that  the  drugs  have  pro¬ 
duced  permanent  brain  damage 
and  eventual  death  when  used  in 
increasing  dosages. 

The  groups  also  charge  that  the 
“tranquilizers”  effects  include 
dizziness,  lethargy,  blurred  vision, 
impaired  thinking  and  movement, 
hallucinations,  and  sexual  dys¬ 
function. 

The  groups  point  out  that  the 
drugs  are  being  used  on  psychi- 


Supreme  Court  who  had  garnered 
23%  of  the  statewide  vote  for  the 
office.  That  vote  total,  the  party 
argued,  entitled  it  to  be  recognized 
as  a  major  political  party  [see 
GCN  Vol.  6,  No.  22]. 

In  ruling  against  the  GSF,  the 
Minnesota  Supreme  Court  stated 
that  while  “GSF  did  endorse  and 
support  the  candidate  for  election 
to  the  nonpartisan  judicial  office, 
such  endorsement  is  not  the  statu¬ 
tory  equivalent  of  presentment. 
Rather,  a  candidate  cannot  be 
‘presented’  by  a  political  party  for 
election  unless  .  .  .  that  candidate 
is  designated  on  the  ballot  as  that 
party’s  candidate.” 

The  justices  ruled  that  the  sole 
issue  raised  in  the  case  is  whether 
the  GSF  “presented”  a  candidate 


atric  patients,  nursing  home  resi¬ 
dents,  prisoners  and  other  institu¬ 
tionalized  people. 

Brian  O’Dell,  a  spokesperson 
for  GAA/NY,  called  on  gay  men 
and  lesbians  to  “voice  their  oppo¬ 
sition  of  Smith-Kline  who  reap 
millions  of  dollars  profit  from  our 
suffering  and  that  of  other 
peoples.” 

“A  large  percentage  of  lesbian 
and  gay  male  prisoners  who 
open  about  their  homosexual, iy 
have  been  made  to  take  drugs  like 
these  after  complaining  about  dis¬ 
criminatory  practices.  It’s  one 
way  of  shutting  them  up.  All  of 
the  gay  men  we  are  working  with, 
who  are  or  were,  in  the  Marion 
[Ill.]  Federal  Penitentiary,  have 
had  Thorazine  injections  as  a 
result  of  fighting  anti-gay  harass¬ 
ment  by  straight  inmates  and 
guards,”  O’Dell  said. 


for  election  as  required  in  the  state 
statutes. 

Tom  Burke,  the  Political  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  GSF,  complained 
that  the  court  ruling  was  an  anti¬ 
gay  action  which  “invented  a 
statutory  meaning  for  a  word.  ’ ’ 

“They  invented  this  word  ‘pre¬ 
sentment’  which  has  no  meaning 
in  the  statute  .  .  .  which  is  not  even 
in  the  statute.  They  have  invented 
a  word  to  stop  us  from  what  we 
are  entitled  to  do,”  Burke  said. 

Burke  characterized  the  court 
loss  as  “another  indication  that 
the  powers  that  be  are  trying  to 
close  out  the  gay  community.” 
“This  is  further  proof  that  you 
cannot  rely  on  the  existing  politi¬ 
cal  parties  to  secure  rights  for  gay 
people,”  Burke  told  GCN. 


Ends 
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better  off 
without  them 

Dear  GCN, 

In  the  gay  liberation  movement  we  must 
realize  that  not  everything  advocated  by  a  gay 
person  is  automatically  worthy  of  support. 
“Man/boy  love”  which  was  discussed  by  David 
Thorstad  in  the  Jan.  6  issue  of  GCN,  is  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  this.  The  term  “man/boy  love”  is  in¬ 
accurate  and  term  “man/boy  sex”  would  be  a 
more  appropriate  one  to  describe  these  relation¬ 
ships.  The  adult  male  who  “loves”  a  fifteen  year 
old  will  be  out  looking  for  another  fifteen  year 
old  once  the  original  one  loses  his  youthful 
appeal.  A  person  who  "loves”  someone  merely 
because  of  their  age  obviously  doesn’t  under¬ 
stand  the  meaning  of  the  word.  Love  and  sex  can 
go  together,  but  in  man/boy  relationships  they 
generally  don’t. 

In  most  states  private  homosexual  acts  be¬ 
tween  consenting  adults  are  still  a  crime.  Getting 
those  archaic  laws  off  the  books  is  a  difficult 
task.  Any  attempt  to  also  abolish  age  of  consent 
laws  in  those  states  would  certainly  destroy  any 
chance  of  legalizing  private  homosexual  acts  be¬ 
tween  consenting  adults  and  would  provide  the 
homophobes  with  just  the  ammunition  they 
need.  It  would  be  tragic  if  a  few  “man/boy  love” 
advocates  helped  to  keep  repressive  laws  on  the 
books  for  decades  more. 

Heterosexual  acts  between  adults  and  children 
are  illegal,  as  they  should  be  and  homosexual 
acts  between  adults  and  children  should  be 
treated  the  same  way.  Equal  rights  mean  just 
that,  but  “man/boy  love”  advocates  seem  to 
want  to  be  more  than  equal.  If  they  were  at  all 
consistent  in  their  beliefs  they  would  have  to  ad¬ 
vocate  that  all  children  be  allowed  to  vote,  own 
property,  pay  taxes,  work,  go  to  prison  for  their 
crimes  and  do  everything  else  that  adults  do 
presently.  Although  “man/boy  love”  advocates 
would  like  us  to  believe  they  care  about  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  children  they  actually  only  want  the  laws 
changed  so  they  can  be  free  to  exploit  children 
without  any  legal  barriers.  Fortunately 
“man/boy  love”  advocates  constitute  only  a 
very  small  part  of  the  gay  community,  but  un¬ 
fortunately  their  actions  repeatedly  set  back  the 
entire  struggle  for  gay  equality.  We  would  be 
better  off  without  them! 

Eighteen  is  low  enough! 

Brian  Halliday 
Dallas,  TX 


i  fell  in  love 

Dear  GCN: 

Concerning  the  subject  of  “Men  loving  boys, 
boys  loving  men,”  when  I  was  ten  years  old,  I 
fell  in  love  with  a  camp  counselor.  He  was  six¬ 
teen,  and  beautiful.  I  worshipped  him.  I  made 
clumsy,  in  retrospect,  advances  to  him.  I  touched 
him,  he  drew  away.  Once,  1  saw  him  naked.  I  still 
remember  his  beauty.  Once  I  stole  a  kiss.  He  re¬ 
sponded,  but  in  a  frightened  way.  He  never  al¬ 
lowed  himself  to  be  alone  with  me  again.  I  lived 
every  day,  just  so  I  could  see  him.  I  loved  him  as 
intensely  as  I  have  ever  loved  any  one  in  my  life.  I 
wanted  him  to  hold  me  and  more.  I  was  afraid  to 
ask  him.  Near  the  end  of  my  stay  at  the  camp,  I 
told  him  that  I  loved  him  and  always  wanted  to 
be  with  him.  He  took  me  behind  a  canoe  and 
kissed  me,  then  he  stood  up,  punched  a  fist  into 
an  open  palm,  and  ran  away.  I  never  saw  him 
again.  I  heard  later  that  he  had  left  his  job  that 
day.  I  never  saw  or  heard  from  him  again. 

Nancy  Walker  in  her  article  in  GCN  (Jan.  13) 
says,  “It  is  perhaps  true  that  children  don’t  have 
enough  say  in  how  their  lives  are  run.”  Ms. 
Walker,  thirty-six  years  ago  they  had  no  say  in 
how  their  lives  were  run,  and  that,  apparently, 
still  holds  true  today. 

Sincerely, 

Ronnie  Allen 
Somerville,  MA 


nobody  died 

Dear  GCN, 

I’d  like  to  challenge  Flo  Kennedy’s  statement, 
“No  one  ever  died  from  a  blow-job.”  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  France,  Felix  Faure,  died  in  his  office  of 
a  heart  attack  while  being  given  one  by  his  mis¬ 
tress  in  1899.  (Rigor  mortis  set  in,  and  there  was 
some  difficulty  in  extricating  her,  not  to  mention 
the  ensuing  scandal).  However,  the  point  is  that 
it  can  happen,  and  it  probably  has  happened 
other  times. 

J.  Hall 
Florence,  SC 


age  of  consent 

Dear  GCN, 

It  is  a  pity  that  Nancy  Walker  did  not  write 
another  of  her  “funny”  columns  for  the  Jan.  13 
issue  of  GCN;  I  have  enjoyed  them.  Instead  her 
attack  on  David  Thorstad  leaves  me  in  aston¬ 
ished  dismay.  She  tries  to  make  it  appear  that 
Thorstad  speaks  only  for  himself,  while  she  ap¬ 
parently  fears  that  he  does  indeed  speak  fpr  a 
larger  group.  Her  fears  are  correct,  and  I  am  one 
of  those  who  share  his  views.  I  emphatically 
reject  her  equation  of  “gay  liberation”  with 
“rights  of  consenting  adults.” 

How  is  one  to  answer  her,  since  she  has  no 
logical  arguments?  Thorstad’s  statement  was 
carefully  reasoned  and  forceful;  Walker’s  is 
merely  strongly  worded.  She  repeatedly  says  that 
Thorstad  “does  not  refer  to  men  loving  boys 
when  he  really  means  fucking  them.”  This  kind 
of  pederast-baiting  is  not  acceptable  in  any 
liberation  movement.  (One  is  reminded  of  the, 
happily  overcome,  lesbian-baiting  in  the  early 
women’s  movement.) 

How  limited  her  view  of  sexual  liberation  is  be¬ 
comes  all  too  clear  in  the  statement:  “I  am  for 
the  freedom  of  those  to  choose  who  are  able  to 
do  so  with  reasonable  safety.”  Gay  people  in 
Nazi  Germany  had  that  kind  of  freedom!  How 
far  she  has  internalized  the  views  of  our  capitalist 
society  is  shown  by  calling  Thorstad’s  carefully 
reasoned  political  analysis  “irrelevancies.” 

Walker’s  ad  hominem  arguments  are  unwor¬ 
thy  of  anyone  claiming  to  be  a  spokesperson  (“I 
daresay  in  this  I  can  speak  for  the  vast  majority 
of  gay  women  also.”)  We  are  not  “madmen” 
nor  men  whose  “only  interest  is  their  own  sexual 
gratification.”  Nor  is  this  Thorstad’s  “particular 
little  revolution.”  But  I  join  him  in  making  my 
own  the  slogan:  “Repeal  all  age  of  consent  laws! 
Freedom  of  sexual  expression  for  all!” 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  RI 


our  bodies 

Dear  GCN, 

First  of  all,  thank  you  for  existing.  People  all 
over  California  look  to  you  for  a  truthful  per¬ 
spective  on  the  Gay  Community.  Our  local  Gay 
papers  do  not  encourage  open  discussion  of 
crucial  issues,  nor  are  they  open  to  a  radical  view 
about  our  society. 

It  was  apropos  to  have  David  Thorstad’s  fine 
article  about  man/boy  love  in  the  same  issue  as 
the  interview  with  the  16  year  old  boy  who  has 
been  tormented  by  the  police  and  our  anti-sexual 
culture.  We  cannot  allow  Gay  children  to  be 
turned  into  unfeeling  heterosexual  robots.  Why 
are  so  many  enjoyable  things  against  the  law  in 
the  U.S.A.?  ^ 

In  my  pre-puberty  years  (approx.  1954),  I 
remember  several  experiences  with  those  sensual 
adolescent  boy-men,  fellows  who  already  had 
that  soft  garden  of  hair  around  their  genitals, 
while  I  was  still  bare.  Our  pure  and  consensual 
pleasures  were  and  are  commonplace,  despite 
our  culture’s  insistence  that  children  must  not 
enjoy  their  bodies. 

It  was  in  1964  that  1  experienced  the  first  of 
many  skirmishes  with  the  heterosexual  thought 
police.  My  male  lover  and  I  were  making  out 
(kissin’  and  huggin’)  in  a  car,  and  the  cops 
discovered  and  arrested  us.  Being  middle-class 
white  kids,  we  didn’t  realize  that  many  police  are 
pigs,  but  we  soon  found  out.  We  were  each  taken 
to  separate  interrogation  rooms.  Amidst  an  aura 
of  degradation  and  humiliation,  the  pigs  told 
each  of  us  that  the  other  lover  had  “confessed” 
to  the  heinous  crime  of  loving  another  person. 
We  were  unprepared  for  the  police’s  lies,  yet 
luckily,  a  survival  instinct  while  we  were  still  in 
the  paddy  wagon,  caused  us  to  pledge  to  each 
other  that  we  would  deny  all  charges.  We  stayed 
true  to  our  pledge  even  through  all  the  harass¬ 
ment.  (Joyfully  admitting  that  we  were  gay  was 
not  an  option  for  us  in  those  pre-Stonewall 
days). 

The  crucial  and  sensitive  experience  of  coming 
out  to  one’s  parents  was  denied  to  us  because  the 
pigs  called  up  our  parents  and  had  them  bail  us 
out  (we  were  both  minors  at  the  time  in  Florida). 

Now  it  seems  that  1978  Massachusetts  has  a  lot 
in  common  with  1964  Miami.  Forcing  gay  youth 
into  a  heterosexual  mold  is  quite  simply:  torture. 
In  a  system  like  America,  being  an  outlaw  is  a 
compliment.  All  of  us  must  listen  to  the  pleas 
and  pain  of  our  younger  gay  sisters  and  brothers 
who  are  being  manipulated  and  wrecked  by 
American  society. 

The  issue  is  once  again:  WHO  OWNS  OUR 
BODIES?  US  OR  SOME  GOVERNMENT? 

Throw  off  the  yokes, 

satya 

San  Francisco,  CA 


U.— ., 

brava  nancy  walker 

To  the  Editors: 

Brava  Nancy  Walker!  Your  answer  to  David 
Thorstad’s  Speaking  Out  about  boy  love  is  long 
overdue.  Most  lesbians  would  agree  with  you 
about  this  issue;  however,  many  feel  too 
alienated  from  the  men’s  community  to  care.  For 
the  last  year  “man-boy  love”  has  been  spread 
across  the  pages  of  GCN  from  the  viewpoint  of 
the  small  but  vocal  group  involved  in  Boston/ 
Boise,  and  the  male  editors  of  the  newspaper. 
Never  has  there  been  any  feedback  from  others 
concerned  with  this  issue,  such  as  psycho¬ 
therapists,  teachers,  social  workers,  et.  al.  Never 
has  there  been  an  answer  from  a  parent  of  an 
adolescent  —  of  either  sex.  And  sadly,  never 
have  the  editors  of  this  newspaper  been  sensitive 
to  feedback  about  the  relative  importance  of  this 
issue  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities;  even 
from  lesbians  who  work  on  the  GCN  staff\  This 
issue  has  received  front  page  coverage  and  high 
priority  space  in  GCN  since  it  surfaced  last 
winter.  I  strongly  disagree  with  the  judgment  of 
the  editors  to  exaggerate  its  importance  in  that 
way. 

There  are  two  issues  involved  in  this  conflict, 
and  perhaps  the  fact  that  they  are  constantly 
being  put  together  by  the  “man-boy  love” 
proponents  has  clouded  the  judgment  of  the 
editors.  First,  there  is  the  issue  of  the  violation  of 
the  civil  rights  of  both  the  men  who  were  arrested 
for  having  sex  with  minors,  and  of  the  boys  in¬ 
volved  who  were  persecuted  by  the  police.  The 
second  issue  is  whether  sex  between  adults  and 
children  should  be  condoned  by  society;  both  gay 
and  straight.  I  support  the  men  and  the  teenage 
boys  who  were  involved  in  the  Revere  witch¬ 
hunt.  But  I  will  not  give  my  unqualified  support 
to  the  kind  of  thinking  that  David  Thorstad  talks 
about. 

As  the  parent  of  a  nine  year  old  boy,  and  as  a 
counselor  and  teacher  of  adolescents  and  young 
adults  I  feel  that  I  am  particularly  qualified  to 
speak  about  this  issue.  I  know  that  children  are 
sexual  beings.  I  see  their  sexuality  daily  at  my  job 
and  in  my  home.  However,  as  a  responsible  and 
trusted  adult  in  their  lives  I  express  my  own 
sexuality  in  an  appropriate  way  —  with  other 
adults.  Even  though  young  people  seek  out  their 
elders  for  emotionally  binding  relationships,  they 
are  usually  seeking  nurturance  and  support 
rather  than  sexual  liaisons.  It  is  up  to  the  adult 
involved  to  be  able  to  separate  their  responses  to 
the  child’s  sexuality  and  responses  to  the  child’s 
emotional  needs. 

Young  people  are  always  putting  their  sexual 
feelings  out  front.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  that 
they  are  responsibly  able  to  choose  their  sexual 
partners.  There  is  a  tremendous  inequality  in  the 
amount  of  power  and  influence  that  an  adult  and 
a  young  person  have  in  their  dealings.  Any 
person  who  works  with  adolescents  and  is  aware 
of  their  own  presence  and  influence  in  dealing 
with  them  will  readily  agree  with  that.  When  an 
adult  is  involved  with  a  child  in  their  teens  or 
younger,  there  can  never  be  “free  choice”  or 
uncoerced  consent  on  the  part  of  the  child. 
Anyone  who  can  remember  their  own  childhood 
can  vouch  for  the  feelings  of  powerlessness,  and 
indeed  the  reality  of  powerlessness  that  exists  for 
young  people.  The  adult  who  declares  that  the 
child  has  asserted  free  will  in  their  actions  is 
either  naive  about  the  societal  situation  of 
teenagers  (and  should  be  educated)  or  is  merely 
serving  their  own  purposes  —  not  those  of  the 
child  (and  should  be  censured).  As  Nancy 
Walker  pointed  out,  children  will  be  sexual 
without  us. 

Just  as  1  would  expect  the  therapist  not  to 
encourage  the  client  sexually,  the  teacher  not  to 
come  on  to  the  student,  and  the  parent  to  act  re¬ 
sponsibly  to  the  child  —  so  I  expect  all  adults  to 
act  in  an  appropriate  manner  with  all  children. 
Giving  them  love,  nurturance  and  a  safe  place  to 
be,  not  sexploiting  them. 

Roberta  Stone 
Member,  GCN  Board  of  Directors 
Brookline,  MA 


WANTED! 

Gay  Community  News  needs  motivated 
individual  to  sell  advertising  space  to 
the  men’s  (gay)  bars.  Make  your  own 
hours  and  take  home  a  fat  20%  com¬ 
mission  on  each  ad  you  sell.  To  apply 
call  426-7042,  ask  for  Lucy. 


PROMOTIONS  MANAGER 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  Promotions  Manager. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Jonestown  and 
Sexual  Politics 


By  Allen  Young 

Following  the  news  reports  of  the  People’s  Temple  “tragedy,”  I  was  able  to  come  up  with 
a  small  but  intriguing  list  of  items  that  might  be  categorized  as  the  “gay  aspects”  of  the  event. 
None  of  the  reports  I  read  played  up  these  gay  aspects,  and  many  journalists  chose  to  ignore 
them  altogether.  It  is  my  hope  that  gay  journalists  on  the  West  Coast  (where  Jonestown 
survivors  and  defectors  live)  will  attempt  to  obtain  more  information,  especially  concerning 
anyone  in  the  commune  who  attempted  to  live  a  gay  lifestyle  rather  than  the  apparent  norm  of 
coupling  and  childrearing.  So  this  brief  commentary  is  based  entirely  on  secondary  sources. 
First,  my  little  list: 

1)  Jim  Jones  himself  was  bi-sexual  in  that  he  had  sex  with  both  men  and  women.  He 
frequently  sought  and  obtained  sexual  gratification  with  persons  of  both  sexes,  though  most 
of  his  partners  were  female. 

2)  Jones  was  arrested  some  years  ago  in  Los  Angeles  in  a  gay  male  pornographic  movie 
theatre,  but  information  on  this  in  The  New  York  Times  was  limited  to  one  sentence. 

3)  Before  the  commune  moved  to  Guyana,  when  Jones  lived  in  California,  he  spoke  out 
in  favor  of  gay  rights  legislation. 

4)  Jones  declared  that  he  was  the  only  true  heterosexual  in  the  commune,  that  all  of  the 
others  were  really  homosexuals. 

5)  Jones  humiliated  members  of  the  commune  by  compelling  them  to  admit  that  they 
were  homosexual. 

6)  Jones  denounced  defectors  from  the  commune  for  being  homosexuals,  and  since 
defection  was  the  worst  thing  a  People’s  Temple  member  could  do,  he  effectively  equated 
homosexuality  with  evil. 

A  friend  of  mine  has  suggested  that  the  entire  Jonestown  massacre  was  a  plot  carried  out 
by  the  CIA  to  discredit  blacks,  socialists,  gay  people,  and  the  Guyanese  government.  That’s  a 
conspiracy  theory  worth  considering,  though  for  now  it  seems  too  far-fetched  to  me.  But  if 
one  accepts  the  facts  as  they  have  emerged  in  the  straight  press,  the  case  of  Jonestown 
provides  interesting  raw  material  for  a  discussion  of  sexual  politics, 

As  feminist  writers  will  undoubtedly  be  observing,  sexual  coercion  and  terror  were  major 
facts  of  life  in  Jonestown.  Early  in  his  career,  Jones  was  easy  to  identify  as  a  true  patriarch. 
Jones,  despite  (or  because  of)  his  own  homosexual  experiences;  made  special  use  of  society’s 
taboo  against  homosexuality  as  a  weapon  of  control. 

Humiliation  seems  to  be  a  key  word  in  the  history  of  mind  control  in  this  commune.  As 
long  as  a  person  can  be  humiliated  by  the  charge  of  homosexuality,  powerful  men  (in  and  out 
of  government)  will  use  homophobia  as  a  weapon  of  control,  This  is  a  lesson  of  Jonestown 
that  needs  to  be  understood  by  both  gays  and  straights,  regardless  of  the  particular  weirdness 
of  Jones’  own  personal  sex  life. 


COMMUNITY  VOICES  coni 


a  brutal  system 

Editors: 

Gay  Community  News  is  to  be  congratulated 
for  its  continued  fair  coverage  of  every  aspect  of 
gay  concerns,  for  its  careful  reporting  and  for  its 
fine  writing.  GCN  is  the  primary  source  of  news 
and  views  for  gay  activists  in  cities  like  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Los  Angeles  —  as  well  as 
Boston  —  because  gay  media  in  those  cities  lack 
depth,  courage  and  quality.  As  indicated  by  my 
own  writing  for  GCN,  1  am  concerned  about 
many  issues  facing  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Among 
these  are  racism,  class  prejudice,  commercialism, 
religion,  drama  and  literature.  Perhaps  because  1 
am  one  of  a  very  few  willing  to  speak  personally 
on  the  issue,  I  am  identified  with  the  subject  of 
man/boy  relationships.  At  the  risk  of  seeming  to 
have  a  one-track  mind,  I  must  continue  to  write 
about  this  subject.  It  looms  large  for  gay  people 
all  over  the  world  for  two  reasons:  (1)  such  re¬ 
lationships  are  extremely  widespread  among  gay 
men  and  boys,  (2)  the  straight  right-wing  has 
chosen  to  attack  gay  people  precisely  on  this 
issue,  hoping  to  divide  us  and  conquer.  For  these 
reasons  I  comment  on  Nancy  Walker’s  Speaking 
Out  (Jan.  13). 

I  am  glad  that  GCN  published  her  views.  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  that  she  may  have  been  somewhat 
censored.  I  oppose  all  censorship.  I  disagree  with 
virtually  everything  she  has  said.  A  reading  of 
my  previous  Speaking  Out  columns  would  ex¬ 
plain  our  basic  differences.  Beyond  that,  I  think 
some  serious  fallacies  and  unjust  attacks  on 
David  Thorstad  deserve  immediate  response:  (1) 
She  connects  the  hideous  Gacy  murders  indi¬ 
rectly  but  insidiously  both  to  man/boy  love  and 
to  Thorstad’s  views;  not  even  the  straight  press 
has  been  guilty  of  such  guilt  by  false  association; 
“32  teenage  boys”  were  not,  in  fact,  murdered 

—  the  youngest  was  15,  and  most  were  over  18; 
these  murders  are  not  remotely  connected  to 
man/boy  love  or  the  age  of  consent.  (2)  After 
using  words  like  “sociopathic,”  “bizarre”  and 
“monstrosity”  as  adjectives  for  man/boy  love  or 
its  equivalent,  she  assumes  to  speak  for 
Thorstad’s  motive  for  writing,  stating  that  he 
and  others  (like  me,  perhaps)  care  nothing  about 
children  or  adolescents,  but  merely  wish  to  “fuck 
children.”  I  will  not  assume  to  read  Ms. 
Walker’s  motives,  nor  should  any  responsible 
writer  slanderously  attack  the  motives  of  others 

—  surely  she  can  attack  his  arguments  on  their 
merit,  if  she  disagrees.  I  know  David  Thorstad 
has  never  “fucked  a  child,”  and  indeed  does  not 
care  to  do  so.  That,  however,  should  not  be  a 
point  made  in  a  serious  discussion  of  this  issue. 
(3)  Like  many  straight  writers,  she  makes  no  dis¬ 
tinction  between  adolescents  and  children.  In  so 
doing  she  oppresses  adolescent  men  and  women 
who  have  intense  sexual  needs  and  interests  and 


who  Sre  NOT  children.  (4)  After  saying  that 
Thorstad  cannot  speak  for  the  majority  of  gay 
men,  she  presumes  to  speak  for  gay  women  by 
stating  emphatically,  “.  .  .  gay  women  are  not 
the  least  bit  interested  in  having  sexual  relations 
with  young  children.”  In  my  own  experience,  I 
have  known  numerous  gay  and  straight  women 
who  have  had  experiences  with  adolescent  girls 
and  even  with  younger  girls  which  they  viewed  as 
an  integral  part  of  caring  and  nurturing 
relationships  with  the  girls,  including  their  own 
children.  I  have  heard  lesbian  speakers  discuss 
sexual  relationships  among  women  and  girls,  and 
I  am  helping  a  woman  teacher  in  western 
Massachusetts  face  a  court  case  because  of  such  a 
relationship  —  which  was  extraordinarily  helpful 
to  the  girl,  countering  hideous  treatment  she  had 
received  from  parents  and  school.  David 
Thorstad  has  brought  out  into  the  open  a  subject 
of  great  relevance  to  us  all:  the  fact  of  childhood 
sexuality  and  the  attempt  of  American  society  to 
exploit  it  on  the  one  hand  and  repress  it  on  the 
other  —  leaving  the  terrible  scars  which  many  of 
us  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  carry  with  us  for  life. 
(5)  Many  responsible  gay  and  straight  groups 
advocate  the  repeal  of  the  Age  of  Consent  laws 
precisely  because  these  laws  assume  sex  is  bad, 
they  fail  to  protect  children  from  violence,  and 
they  foster  blackmail,  self-hate  and  violence. 
Among  such  groups  are  GAY  LEFT  in  England, 
the  Youth  Liberation  Front,  and  the  Association 
of  Dutch  Lawyers  as  well  as  the  Dutch  Child 
Care  Workers’  Guild.  The  roots  of  the  consent 
laws  are  sexist  and  ageist.  Their  repeal  would 
allow  the  society  to  focus  on  keeping  children 
from  being  abused,  from  violence,  from  exploi¬ 
tation.  The  real  question  is  why  is  America,  with 
the  strictest  laws  against  sex  among  men  and 
boys,  the  nation  with  the  worst  record  of  violent 
abuse  against  children?  Holland,  Denmark, 
Germany  and  several  other  countries  now  deal 
with  abuse  of  children  in  “family  tribunals,” 
seeking  solutions  which  will  help  the  child, 
protect  the  child  from  further  abuse  and  from 
sensational  media  coverage  of  a  trial,  and  which 
will  determine  to  what  extent  coercion  of  any 
kind  has  taken  place.  Each  case  is  handled 
separately,  with  no  arbitrary  age  or  penalty  and 
with  the  focus  on  violence  and  coercion. 
Whatever  Ms.  Walker  may  think,  many  of  us 
believe  that  gay  sex  is  not  a  heavy  trip  linked  to 
breeding,  but  that  it  is  inherently  and  naturally 
pleasant  for  all  parties  who  enter  it  voluntarily. 
We  must  try  to  build  a  society  where  violence  and 
brutality  in  any  form  are  suppressed  and  where 
genuine  choice  for  all,  including  children,  is 
fostered.  As  one  who  works  daily  with  youth,  my 
most  painful  realization  is  that  every  institution 
in  our  society  teaches  children  and  adolescents 
that  a  variety  of  pleasurable  things,  especially 
sex,  are  evil,  dirty,  wrong,  and  should  generate 
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Jones  is  not  the  first  example  of  a  political/religious  fanatic  who  has  sex  with  both  males 
and  females  while  preaching  against  homosexuality.  Only  a  few  years  ago,  the  Rev.  Billy 
James  Hargis,  one  of  America’s  leading  anti-communist  crusaders,  was  exposed  by  members 
of  his  own  flock  as  a  philanderer  who  imposed  himself  sexually  on  young  males  and  females 
among  his  followers.  By  admitting  his  sins  and  blaming  it  all  on  Satan  —  a  convenient  trick 
allowed  by  the  New  Testament  —  Hargis  was  able  to  retain  full  power  in  his  Tulsa-based  cult. 
There  has  also  been  an  assortment  of  hypocritical  popes,  cardinals  and  lesser  prelates  who 
secretly  have  sex  with  males  and/or  females  while  professing  celibacy  and  helping  to  bolster 
the  whole  Christian  anti-sex  framework. 

Jones  claimed  to  be  both  Christian  and  socialist.  Because  of  his  leftist  stance,  he  attracted 
the  aid  of  such  “radical”  attorneys  as  Mark  Lane  and  Charles  Garry.  The  Jonestown 
massacre  raises  important  questions  for  the  left  and  for  religious  people.  I  would  recommend 
a  series  of  articles,  and  numerous  letters  to  the  editor,  currently  appearing  in  the  Chicago- 
based  socialist  weekly,  In  These  Times.  For  me,  the  lesson  of  Jonestown  is  that  sexually 
repressive,  patriarchal  dictatorships,  by  whatever  name,  whether  political  or  religious  or  both, 
are  potentially  dangerous  and  deadly.  Or,  to  put  it  another  way,  a  radical-feminist  lawyer 
rather  than  a  “socialist”  lawyer  would  likely  have  attacked  and  exposed  Jones,  not  defended 
him  in  his  child  custody  case  and  his  other  legal  battles  with  U.S.  and  Guyanese  authorities. 

It’s  worth  thinking  about  the  fact  that  Jones  supported  gay  rights  not  from  a  feminist 
perspective  but  rather  from  his  perspective  as  a  Marxist.  Sure  it’s  great  when  someone 
supports  gay  civil  rights  legislation,  but  we  in  the  gay  community  need  to  be  aware  of  the 
limitations  many  of  our  “friends”  would  place  on  us.  For  example,  there  are  leftists  and 
Christians  who  favor  civil  rights  laws  and  legalization  of  privacy  for  “consenting  adults”,  but 
who  remain  convinced  that  heterosexuality  is  “better”  than  homosexuality  and  who  believe  in 
denying  full  sexual  education  and  expression  to  children  and  adolescents. 

In  his  recent  Speaking  Out  column  entitled  “Post-Briggs  Blues,”  Mitzel  explores  some  of 
these  issues  very  incisively  and  successfully.  The  kind  of  gay  liberation  he  proposes  — 
eschewing  “respectability”  and  “destroying  institutions  of  oppression”  —  is  not  very  popular 
these  days,  perhaps  because  it  is  a  difficult,  lonely  and  often  frustrating  road.  Maybe  I’ll  be  in 
a  different  mood  tomorrow,  but  today  I’d  rather  experience  frustration  than  run  the  risk  of 
betrayal. 

Of  course,  Jonestown  is  an  aberration,  as  Dean  Corll,  the  Houston  murderer,  was  an 
aberration.  But  when  the  horrors  of  mass  murder  reveals  itself,  people  who  envision  a  world 
where  life  and  love  are  celebrated  will  naturally  ask  questions  and  wonder  what  causes  such 
things  to  happen. 

Gay  rights  legislation  is  a  worthy  goal,  but  it  cannot  be  the  whole  measure  of  political  and 
social  change  we  seek,  for  it  doesn’t  go  very  far  in  undermining  the  patriarchal  system  of 
control  and  the  homophobia  that  is  so  often  a  part  of  that  system  of  control. 


Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  part' 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 


guilt,  self-hate,  and  hatred  of  those  who  enjoy 
these  things  (which  are  pandered  and  sold  on 
every  street  corner).  These  same  institutions 
NEVER  draw  the  correct  moral  line  about  ac¬ 
tions  and  attitudes  which  are  brutal.  Indeed, 
children  and  adolescents  are  encouraged  to  be 
brutal  towards  themselves  and  others  —  especi¬ 
ally  faggots,  child-molesters,  niggers  and  anyone 
else  who  does  not  fit  the  approved  norm.  The 
current  age  of  consent  and  other  sex  laws  in 
Massachusetts  are  themselves  the  most  extreme 
form  of  brutality.  No  wonder  that  Ms.  Walker 
and  others  pass  on  the  brutality  in  vicious  attacks 
on  those  who  would  basically  change  a  brutal 
system. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Reeves 

Fulton,  MA 

only  a  small 
minority 

Dear  GCN, 

I  just  want  to  say  thank  you  to  Nancy  Walker 
for  her  Speaking  Out  “Men  and  Boys:  Appro¬ 
priate?”  and  most  especially  for  stating  “pre- 
pubescent  children  are  not  taboo  because  this  is  a 
sex  negative  society  .  .  .  but  because  they  can  be 
physically  hurt  and  may  be  psychologically 
injured  as  well  by  sexual  intimacy  with  adults.” 

Regardless  of  the  relevance  of  the  issue  of 
man-boy  love  and/or  sex  to  the  gay  movement  as 
a  whole,  the  fact  is  that  only  a  small  minority  of 
adult  gay  men  are  attracted  to  and  seek  out  males 
under  the  age  of  majority.  Thorstad’s  statement 
that  “most  of  us,  given  the  opportunity  and  the 
assurance  of  safety,  would  no  doubt  also  choose 
to  share  our  sexuality  with  someone  under  the 
age  of  majority”  is  bullshit.  I  wish  I  knew  what 
basis  he  feels  he  can  validly  make  such  a  state¬ 
ment. 

John  Lafler 
Amherst,  MA 


third  world 

Dear  GCN  Readers: 

We  are  looking  for  assistance  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  production  of  a  series  on  issues  af¬ 
fecting  Third  World  lesbians  and  gay  men  for 
broadcast  on  Closet  Space. 

Interested  people  may  either  write  us  or  leave 
messages  at  WC AS  (492-6450)  for  later  response. 
Comments  or  suggestions  would  also  be 
appreciated. 

Joe_Martin 
Muffy  Wheeler 
WCAS  Radio 
380  Green  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


growing  and 
learning 

Dear  Editors: 

It  is  heartening  to  see  the  outpouring  of  letters 
and  articles  in  GCN  on  the  question  of  gay  youth 
and  the  gay  movement. 

Certainly,  too  many  gay  organizations  and 
individuals  have  buried  their  heads  in  the  sand 
for  too  long  rather  than  face  up  to  the  issue.  In 
so  doing,  they  are  emulating  the  lawmakers  who, 
as  in  Illinois,  want  to  prohibit  sex  before  age  18. 
They  are  forgetting  their  own  growing-up  years 
and  opting  to  avoid  challenging  questions  and  to 
play  it  safe  rather  than  to  include  the  needs  of 
gay  youth  in  their  programs  of  social  concern. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied,  even 
by  most  thinking  gay  youth,  that  there  are  some 
things  essential  to  everyday  social  success  which 
are  seldom  if  ever  known  to  persons  under  a 
certain  age.  This  is  particularly  true  of  areas  of 
life  that  are  fraught  with  social  sanctions,  such  as 
leading  a  sex  life  in  a  society  of  puritanical  laws. 
We  are  all  constantly  growing  and  learning,  but 
in  the  earliest  years  of  adolescence  the  gaps  from 
one  year  to  the  next  in  such  critical  bodies  of 
experience  with  common  problems  of  living  are 
much  more  significant  than  at  higher  ages.  In 
other  words,  there  seems  to  be  more  to  learn 
about  life  when  we  are  young,  and  we  probably, 
learn  it  faster,  than  when  we  are  older.  There¬ 
fore,  it  is  appropriate  and  helpful  for  gay  youth 
groups  to  have  access  to  the  advice  of  older, 
more  experienced  persons. 

This  is^not  to  say  that  such  groups  should  be 
controlled  by  older  persons,  because  there  is 
much  value  in  youth’s  learning  through  its  own 
experience  as  well  as  from  the  experience  of 
others. 

These  sound  like  platitudes,  but  I  think  they 
are  basic  truths  that  are  often  overlooked  by 
older  persons  insulted  by  angry,  intemperate 
youthful  rhetoric,  as  well  as  by  young  persons 
who  act  as  though  all  the  faults  of  the  world  were 
the  deliberate  choice  of  older  people  who  some¬ 
how  conspired  to  burden  the  young  with  them. 

It  is  not  “special  interests  with  straight  so¬ 
ciety”  but  a  real  awareness  of  the  threats  posed 
by  that  society  which  scares  many  older  lesbians 
and  gay  men  away  from  trying  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  youth.  On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be 
said  that  there  is  far  too  much  of  the  patronizing 
attitudes  shockingly  articulated  in  a  recent 
letter’s  comment  that  “children  should  be  seen 
and  not  heard.” 

I  hope  that  GCN  continues  to  be  a  forum  for 
discussing  the  interests  of  gay  youth  —  and, 
ideally,  in  reasonable  rather  than  shrill  tones. 

Sincerely, 

William  B.  Kelley 
Co-chairperson 
Illinois  Gay  Rights  Task  Force 
Chicago,  IL 
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NEW  YORK.  NEW  YORK 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  —  This  week’s 
column  consists  of  my  own  Brick¬ 
bats  and  Bouquets  awards.  Origi¬ 
nally,  1  had  decided  on  seven  sets, 
suggesting  a  mystical  complete¬ 
ness.  There  are  now  eight  —  one 
extra  for  good  measure.  Here  they 
go. 

A  Brickbat  to  the  six  bigots  on 
the  New  York  City  Council’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Welfare  Committee  who 
voted  their  personal  fears  and  pre¬ 
judices  in  defeating  Intro  384,  the 
gay  rights  bill. 

A  Bouquet  to  Doug  Ireland, 
political  columnist  for  The  Soho 
Weekly  News,  whose  column, 
“We  Are  All  Gays,”  which  was 
reprinted  in  GCN,  was  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  meaningful 
pieces  of  writing  to  appear  any¬ 
where  in  a  long  time. 

A  Brickbat  to  Mayor  Edward 
Koch  who  refused  to  apply  the 
necessary  political  pressure 
needed  to  get  the  gay  rights  bill 
passed  in  the  City  Council. 

A  Bouquet  to  New  York’s  Gay 
Youth  organization,  an  exciting, 
energetic  group  that  shows  the 
politicians  we’ll  be  around  for  a 
long,  long  time. 

A  Brickbat  to  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Archdiocese  and  Orthodox 
Rabbis  who  preach  love  while  ac¬ 
tively  lobbying  against  human 
rights. 

A  Bouquet  to  the  Chelsea  Gay 
Association,  a  dynamic  neighbor¬ 
hood  group,  who  counteracted 
superstition  and  prejudice  by  pre¬ 
senting  to  their  local  Muhlenberg 


Branch  of  the  Public  Library  150 
lesbian  and  gay  books  and  period¬ 
icals  (including  a  subscription  to 
GCN). 

A  Brickbat  to  the  straight-gay, 
name-calling  politicians  who  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  attempted  to  wreck 
the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  and  divide  the  community 
in  order  to  form  their  own  politi¬ 
cally  motivated  “Association  for 
Gay  Rights.” 

A  Bouquet  to  the  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  and  its 
dedicated  spokespeople  for  sur¬ 
viving  smear  campaigns  and  con¬ 
tinuing  to  lead  in  the  struggle  to 
end  our  oppression. 

A  Brickbat  to  New  York’s 
Gaysweek  for  its  negative 
columnists,  red-baiting  tactics, 
too-frequent  omissions,  and  its 
justification  “We’re  a  volunteer 
organization.” 

A  Bouquet  to  the  bar-entertain¬ 
ment  guide  Michael’s  Thing  for 
demonstrating  high  political  con¬ 
sciousness  regarding  issues  facing 
the  gay  community. 

A  Brickbat  to  the  movie  A  Dif¬ 
ferent  Story  whose  main  char¬ 
acters,  a  lesbian  and  gay  man, 
marry  for  convenience,  fall  in 
love,  and  magically  turn  hetero¬ 
sexual.  The  film  is  a  “Must  to 
Avoid”  in  order  to  help  it  lose  lots 
and  lots  of  money. 

A  Bouquet  to  the  Tom  Robin¬ 
son  Band  for  their  smash  song 
“Glad  to  Be  Gay.”  This  new, 
proud  anthem  of  liberation  is  on 
their  Capitol  album  “Power  in  the 
Darkness”  and  makes  a  perfect 
gift  anytime. 


A  Brickbat  to  Joe  Monte,  co- 
owner  of  the  Village  Gas  ’n  Go 
Texaco  service  station,  who  re¬ 
fused  to  accept  dollar  bills  on 
which  were  written  the  words 
“Gay  Money”  and  at’emp’ed  to 
justify  his  bigotry  by  saying  the 
customer  “tried  to  make  a  pass  at 
me.” 

A  Bouquet  to  the  fantastic  poet 
Shirley  Powell  who  offers  beauty 
and  insight  even  when  examining 
the  horrors  and  compounding  the 
mysteries  of  daily  life. 

A  Brickbat  to  the  homophobic 
thugs  who  attacked  and  beat  gay 
men  in  the  Central  Park  Rambles 
earlier  this  year,  providing  their 
bodies  to  carry  out  the  anti-gay  at¬ 
titudes  of  councils  and  churches. 

And  finally,  a  Bouquet  to  my 
lover  Jim  who,  in  the  midst  of  it 
all,  provides  the  love  and  sus¬ 
tenance  necessary  to  continue  the 
battle.  And  continue  we  will! 

New  York’s  New  Year 

The  New  Year  officially  started 
for  lesbian  and  gay  activities  here 
on  Wednesday,  Jan.  3,  with  a 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  New 
York  offices  of  the  Ontario  Cana¬ 
dian  Consulate  at  1251  Sixth  Ave. 

The  purpose  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  was  “to  call  attention  to  the 
recent  attacks  made  on  the  Cana¬ 
dian  press  by  the  Canadian  gov¬ 
ernment,”  referring  to  the  Dec. 
30,  1 977  police  raid  on  The  Body 
Politic.  At  the  time,  police  confis¬ 
cated  cartons  of  books,  financial 
records,  and  the  paper’s  confiden¬ 
tial  subscription  list.  The  raid  was 
launched  as  an  apparent  reaction 


to  an  article  published  in  the  paper  — 
examining  the  subject  of  peder¬ 
asty.  Body  Politic  staff  members 
are  now  on  trial  charged  with 
making  “use  of  the  mails  for  the 
purpose  of  transmitting  or  deliv¬ 
ering  anything  that  is  obscene, 
indecent,  immoral  or  scurrilous.” 

The  demonstration  was  held  to  co¬ 
incide  with  the  reported  date  of 
the  prosecution’s  summation  of 
their  charges. 

The  demonstration  was  called 
by  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance 
(GAA)  and  endorsed  by  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
(CLGR).  Despite  windy,  freezing 
weather,  some  25-30  activists 
demonstrated  and  leafletted  for 
an  hour  and  a  half. 

In  a  related  action,  members  of 
the  Gay  Men’s  Alliance  have 
begun  a  letter-writing  campaign  to 
Nat  Hentoff,  a  columnmist  for 
The  Village  Voice  (80  University 
Place,  NYC  10003).  Last  year, 
Hentoff  condemned  efforts  to 
boycott  Florida  orange  juice  as  a 
threat  to  Anita  Bryant’s  First 
Amendment  right  to  free  speech. 

The  group  wants  Hentoff  to  just 
as  strongly  defend  the  free  speech 
rights  of  The  Body  Politic  and  to 
give  the  case  the  wider  media  at¬ 
tention  it  deserves. 

CLGR  Benefit 

If  you’re  looking  for  a  great 
evening  in  New  York  on  Friday, 

Jan.  19,  make  a  note  to  attend  the 
CLGR  benefit  being  held  at  The 
Silhouette  Bar,  59  W.  19th  St., 
between  5  th  and  6th  avenues. 
There’s  a  $3  admission  charge  at 


the  door  which  goes  to  help  sup¬ 
port  the  important  work  of  the 
Coalition.  The  doors  open  around 
8  p.m.  and  the  entertainment 
begins  between  9  and  10  p.m.  An 
exciting  list  of  performers  includes 
Joan  Barret,  John  Thomas,  Jerine 
Guest,  and  Larry  Lane.  Phil 
Orlick  is  the  piano  accompanist. 
Gay  Clone  Poets 

Gay  Clone  Poets,  a  group  of 
which  yours  truly  is  proud  to  be  a 
member,  will  publish  their  first 
G.C.P.  Review  in  the  next  couple 
of  months.  Because  of  printing 
expenses,  the  first  issue  may  be 
limited  to  about  30  pages.  More 
information,  including  price  and 
an  address  where  the  issue  can  be 
ordered,  will  be  forthcoming.  Fu¬ 
ture  readings  '  and  programs  of 
“Art  and  Anarchy”  are  also  being 
planned. 

While  I’m  at  it,  I  might  as  well 
blow  my  own  horn  and,  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  newly  formed  group, 
announce  that  Flamingo  Friends 
of  America  is  in  the  process  of 
putting  together  a  small,,  mimeo¬ 
graphed  newsletter  about  the 
group,  its  philosophy  and 
projects.  We’re  ecologically  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  bird’s  well-being 
and  also  recognize  the  pink  fla¬ 
mingo  as  a  cultural  symbol  and  an 
artistic  inspiration.  If  this  sets  you 
to  thinking  and  you  want  to  send 
articles,  ideas,  graphics, ,  or  just 
get  yourself  on  the  mailing  list, 
write:  Harold  Pickett,  206 
Thompson  St.,  #13,  NYC  10012. 
Include  a  stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  and  don’t  expect  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  newsletter  until  March. 
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DID  YOU  SEE? 


The  following  item  appeared  in 
the  Boston  Globe,  Dec.  22,  1978. 
Written  by  Alan  Richman,  it  was 
headlined  "An  ’Affirmative 
A  ction  ’for  gays?  ’  ’. 

Harvey  Milk,  assassinated  at 
the  same  time  as  San  Francisco 
Mayor  George  Moscone,  was  a 
homosexual.  He  was  also  super¬ 
visor  for  District  Five  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  the  equivalent  of  a  city 
councilman.  This  made  him  one 
of  a  handful,  perhaps  less  than  a 
handful,  of  admitted  homosexuals 
holding  public  office  in  the  United 
States. 

The  new  mayor  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  is  Diane  Fipestein,  herself  a 
supervisor  before  moving  up  to 
replace  Moscone.  She  named  a 
woman  to  replace  herself  and 
shortly,  out  of  a  list  of  about  two 
dozen  candidates,  will  name  a 
homosexual  to  replace  Harvey 
Milk. 

“The  gay  community  is  one 
with  all  the  insecurities  of  the  rest 
of  us  and  a  few  extra,”  said  Mel 
Wax,  press  secretary  to  the 
mayor.  “To  appoint  somebody  to 
District  Five  who  is  not  gay  would 
be  shattering  to  many  and  de- 
visive.” 

San  Francisco,  however,  does 
not  have  one  single  community 
with  a  gay  identity.  Out  of  a 
population  of  650,000  it  has  any¬ 
where  from  80,000  to  160,000 
gays.  “Sometimes  it  seems  more 
like  one  out  of  tw'o,  especially  if 
you’re  going  to  the  opera,”  says 
one  gay  resident.  The  number  of 
gays,  combined  with  unusual  tol¬ 
erance  from  those  residents  who 
are  not  gay,  has  created  a  unique 
environment  in  San  Francisco.  A 
gay  resident  can  do  more  with  his 


or  her  tim<-  *’ 

-wiitity. 

i  ne  city  has  four  gay  Demo¬ 
cratic  clubs,  one  gay  Republican 
club  (The  Teddy  Roosevelt  Rough 
Riders).  It  has  a  white,  conserv¬ 
ative,  elitist  gay  club,  the  Order  of 
the  Coit.  It  has  a  gay  synagogue, 
Congregation  Sha’ar  Zahav.  It 
has  a  lesbian  on  the  human  rights 
commission  and  a  lesbian  on  the 
commission  on  the  status  of 
women.  The  two  women  are 
openly  lovers.  It  has  three  distinct 
gay  neighborhoods,  each  as  dif¬ 
ferent  from  one  another  as  the 
ethnic  neighborhoods  of  Boston. 
The  gay  resident  explains: 

“There’s  Polk  street,  which  is 
the  twinkie  capital.  It’s  arty, 
trendy,  the  place  for  hair  dressers. 
There’s  Castro  street,  which  is 
fake  macho.  It’s  the  hair-on- 
chest,  plaid  lumberjack  shirt, 
Levis,  work-shoes-that-haven’t- 
been-worked-in  crowd.  Everybody 
there  looks  the  same,  which  is  why 
they’re  called  the  Castro  clones. 
There’s  Folsom  street,  which  is 
the  heavy  leather  crowd.  It’s  the 
touch-of-evil  area.” 

The  District  Five  of  Harvey 
Milk  includes  Castro  street.  It  also 
includes  in  a  population  of  63,000 
about  14,000  families.  The  single 
population  of  District  Five  is  ap¬ 
proximately  40  percent,  somewhat 
above  the  city  average  of  33 
percent  but  not  nearly  enough  to 
suggest  that  the  district  has  a  gay 
majority.  Since  the  responsibility 
of  Milk’s  successor  is  to  represent 
the  entire  population  of  District 
Five,  it  is  questionable  whether 
the  primary  qualification  of  the 
new  supervisor  should  be  sexual 
preference. 

Such  an  appointment  would 


The  following  editorial  ap¬ 
peared  in  The  New  York  Times, 
Dec.  12,  1978.  It  was  headlined, 
” The  Homosexual  in  Uniform.  ” 

Until  now,  the  operating  policy 
of  the  armed  forces  toward  homo¬ 
sexuals  seems  to  have  been  to 
tolerate  them  as  long  as  they  were 
in  the  closet  or  only  half  out,  and 
_/to  discharge  them  from  service 
when  publicity  threatened.  But  as 
the  United  States  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  ruled  last  week,  that  is  not 
legally  satisfactory.  The  court  told 
the  services  to  rethink  the  policy. 

The  ruling  was  prompted  by  the 
cases  of  a  former  Air  Force  ser¬ 
geant,  Leonard  Matlovich,  and  a 
former  Navy  ensign,  Vernon  Berg 
3rd.  Both  acknowledged  engaging 
in  homosexual  activities  while  in 
the  service.  Of  Mr.  Matlovich, 


The  following  appeared  in  the 
Chicago  Sun-Times,  Dec.  14, 
1978.  Headlined  "Like  being  left- 
handed,  being  gay  is  more  than  a 
’preference’,”  it  was  written  by 
Sydney  J.  Harris. 

Penmanship  is  the  only  skill  I 
can  perform  with  my  right  hand. 
For  everything  else  —  cutting, 
throwing  a  ball,  dealing  cards, 
swinging  a  tennis  racquet  —  I  use 
my  left  hand.  This  is  just  the  way  I 
am. 

It  is  not  a  “preference”  of 
mine.  In  fact,  this  anomaly  is 
often  uncomfortable  in  a  right- 
handed  world.  But  there  is 
nothing  I  can-  do  about  it,  and  I 
must  conform  to  the  world  more 
than  it  caters  to  me. 

I  mention  these  dull  facts  by 
way  of  drawing  an  analogy  with 
the  current  controversy  about 
homosexual  rights.  There  has 
lately  been,  as  we  know,  an  in¬ 
tense  backlash  in  many  cities 
relating  to  the  rights  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  to  teach  and  engage  in 
other  public  activities. 


who  was  honorably  discharged 
after  revealing  his  homosexuality 
to  his  commanding  officer,  the 
court  wrote:  “What  we  have, 
then,  is  a  serviceman  with  an  ad¬ 
mittedly  outstanding  record  of 
considerable  duration,  with 
minimal  sexual  involvement  with 
Air  Force  personnel,  and  none  of 
those  with  whom  he  worked,  and 
with  substantial  testimony  that  the 
Air  Force  community  would  be 
able  to  accept  his  homosexuality. 

.  .  .  The  absence  of  articulated 
standards,  policies  of  considera¬ 
tion  —  plus  the  absence  of  any 
reasoned  explanation  in  this 
particular  case  —  makes  it  impos¬ 
sible  to  decide  whether  or  not 
there  has  been  an  abuse  of  discre¬ 
tion  in  this  instance  or  whether 
improper  factors  have  played  a 
material  role.” 

The  court’s  decision  does  not 
say  that  homosexuals  have  to  be 

What  has  happened,  I  think,  is 
that  the  gay  liberation  movement 
and  its  affiliates  have  begun  to 
claim  too  much  for  their  anomaly. 
They  are  right  in  insisting  that 
their  condition  is  neither  a  “vice” 
nor  an  “illness.”  But  they  are 
wrong,  in  my  opinion,  in  designat¬ 
ing  it  merely  a  “sexual  prefer¬ 
ence.” 

Homosexuality,  in  almost  all 
cases,  is  no  more  a  matter  of  sex¬ 
ual  “preference”  than  my  left- 
handedness  is  a  matter  of  manual 
preference.  I  have  little  choice  in 
the  matter,  and  they  have  little 
choice.  Ours  is  a  condition  or  a 
state,  not  a  preference. 

People  who  would  punish  or 
penalize  them  for  this  condition 
have  no  more  justification  than  to 
punish  me  for  left-handedness. 
Society  has  a  high  and  severe  ob¬ 
ligation  to  assure  all  minorities  — 
whether  they  be  racial,  religious, 
sexual,  manual  or  what  have  you 
—  all  their  rights  as  human 
beings. 

Beyond  this,  there  is  little  we 
can  do  to  eliminate  the  disad¬ 
vantages  of  “lefts”  in  a  largely 


imply  that  San  Francisco  has 
implemented  a  political 
affirmative  action  program  for 
gays,  in  effect  treating  them  as  a 
disadvantaged  minority  group.  It 
would  also  smack  of  the  same  sort 
of  political  cuteness  that  encour¬ 
ages  the  wives  of  expired  senators 
to  fill  out  unexpired  terms,  that 
prescribes  an  Irishman  shall 
succeed  an  Irishman,  an  Italian 
shall  succeed  an  Italian. 

In  only  one  sense  would  such  an 
appointment  be  reasonable.  If 
Milk  was  assassinated  because  he 
was  gay,  which  much  of  the  gay 
community  believes  (“I  can’t 
imagine  any  other  reason  why,” 
says  Phyllis  Lyon,  the  gay  human 
rights  commissioner),  then  the 
appointment  becomes  almost  a 
necessity.  Unfortunately  for  that 
theory,  the  motivation  of  accused 
assassin  Dan  White,  an  unsuccess¬ 
ful  and  frustrated  former  city 
supervisor,  is  thought  to  be  more 
personal  than  sociological. 

The  need  for  gays  to  be  assisted 
in  their  upward  mobility  by  af¬ 
firmative  action  programs  is 
entirely  different  from  the  needs 
of  blacks  and  women.  These  two 
minorities  cannot  hide  the  genetic 
decisions  which  made  them 
minorities  in  the  first  place. 

Already  there  are  hundreds, 
perhaps  thousands  of  gays  in 
public  office.  Presumably  they  are 
performing  quite  as  well  as 
anybody  else  and  presumably  they 
are  working  vigorously  to  further 
gay  rights.  They  just  haven’t 
admitted  publicly  that  they  are 
gay.  What  the  gay  rights  move¬ 
ment  needs  is  not  more  legislators 
who  qualify  because  they  are  gay, 
but  more  qualified  legislators  who 
admit  they  are  gay. 


retained,  but  it  does  put  the  armed 
forces  on  notice  that  such  broad 
allegations  as  “homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  military  service” 
or  a  “person  with  homosexual 
tendencies  seriously  impairs  dis¬ 
cipline,  good  order,  morale”  will 
no  longer  suffice.  Since  some 
homosexuals  have  remained  in 
service  despite  the  general  rule 
barring  them,  said  the  court,  the 
armed  forces  have  the  burden  of 
explaining  why  an  exception 
should  not  be  made  in  any  case 
that  arises. 

For  now,  even  as  the  Pentagon 
undertakes  a  review  of  its  policies, 
no  homosexual  may  be  discharged 
without  specific  charges.  That  is 
only  fair.  Beyond  that,  the  Armed 
Forces  will  have  to  choose.  They 
must  either  set  forth  persuasive 
reasons  why  homosexuals  should 
be  barred  or  abandon  their  re¬ 
strictions. 


right-handed  world.  1  have  a  right 
to  play  the  violin  as  much  as  the 
next  man,  but,  on  the  other  hand 
(to  make  a  bad  pun),  a  symphony 
orchestra  would  scarcely  hire  me 
to  play  in  the  violin  section.  My 
handedness  is  a  disability  in  a 
mainly  dexterous  society,  and  I 
must  live  with  it. 

Certainly,  in  my  view,  gays  are 
no  more  “immoral”  or  “sicker” 
than  anyone  else  simply  by  virtue 
of  their  condition:  but,  just  as 
certainly,  their  condition  is  bound 
to  have  specific  disadvantages  in  a 
heterosexual  society.  They  should 
demand,  and  receive,  equal  treat¬ 
ment:  but  equal  treatment,  after 
all,  does  not  mean  identical  treat¬ 
ment. 

If  we  opt  to  be  different,  or 
even  if  we  can’t  help  it,  we  have  to 
pay  the  price  of  that  difference; 
and  part  of  that  price  is  to  be 
looked  upon  slightly  askance  by 
the  others.  Since  it  costs  a  -pre¬ 
mium  to  declare  and  live  by  a  dif¬ 
ference,  it  becomes  even  more 
important  that  minorities  of  any 
kind  be  protected  from  added  dis¬ 
crimination. 


iVWEN...'WUAT  HA5  EtaHT  LETTER^ 
kGOO P  FOOP,  U5T5  Of 
.FRIENPLY WOMEN,  , 

IgNTERWKSNT^ 
UKE 


rues. -sun 

530-iom. 

CIO 

Mr 


AMARANTH 


m  HAMPSHIRE,  sr 

CHILDREN 


“NORMAN” 

presents. . 

MONDAY  MADNESS 

20 “V  off  of  men's  and 

women's  haircuts  on 

mondays. 

winter  perm  special 
35.00  including  haircut 
any  day  thru  March  I5**1. 

call  or  stop  by  for 

consultation. 

NORMAN  SALON 
69  newbury  st.  boston 

536  -  3288. 


Club  76 


Where  everyone  is  welcome 
Sunday  Brunch  12-5 
Lounge 
Disco 


76  Batterymarch  St. 
Boston 
542-3377 


Til  €0?T  6IIITTE 


•  Layout  and  Design 

•  Typing 

•  Typesetting 

•  Business  Cards 

•  Rubber  Stamps 

•  Envelopes  and  Stationery 


•  Offset  Printing 

•  Photocopying 

•  Collating 

•  Binding 

•  Folding 

•  Reductions 


115  Water  Street 
Boston,  Mass.  02109 
(617)  426-4515 


We  Provide  Complete  Printing  Services 
To  Suit  All  Your  Printing  Needs 


Page  8 


Gay  Community  News,  January  20,  1979 


By  David  Rubin 

James  Gaylord  used  to  teach  at  Wilson  High  in  Tacoma,  Washington.  He  probably  told 
his  students  at  one  time  or  another  about  the  Nazis  in  Germany  and  the  genocide  they 
perpetrated  against  Jews.  He  may  even  have  mentioned  that  Nazis  persecuted  gays  as  well, 
although  that  aspect  of  history  is  rarely  presented  in  the  classroom.  There  is  an  irony  here, 
for  after  he  was  fired  in  1972  for  admitting  his  homosexuality  to  the  school  principal,  James 
Gaylord  would  be  represented  in  his  quest  to  regain  his  job  by  an  organization  that  would 
simultaneously  be  defending  American  Nazis.  That  organization  was  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union. 

The  ACLU  has  its  roots  in  a  World  War  One  group,  the  American  Union  Against 
Militarism.  A  Civil  Liberties  Bureau  was  created  withift  the  Union,  dedicated  to  defending 
freedom  of  speech,  press,  and  assembly  during  the  War.  The  Bureau  soon  became 
independent,  and  was  expanded  in  1920  by  Roger  Baldwin  and  others  to  become  the  ACLU. 
The  founders’  major  concern  was  the  mass  arrests  of  aliens  and  “suspected  radicals”  then 
being  conducted  by  the  Justice  Department. 

Over  the  years  the  ACLU  has  grown  in  size  and  scope.  Through  its  50  statewide 
affiliates,  it  now  boasts  a  membership  of  close  to  300,000.  It  has  handled  many  celebrated 
cases,  such  as  the  Scopes  “monkey  trial,”  the  “Scottsboro  Boys”  case,  the  banning  of 
James  Joyce’s  Ulysses ,  challenges  to  the  House  UnAmerican  Activities  Committee,  and  even 
the  campaign  to  impeach  Richard  Nixon.  Countless  other,  more  obscure  individuals  and 
organizations  have  been  defended  by  the  ACLU  in  pursuit  of  its  stated  goal  of  “furthering 
the  democratic  way  of  life  through  the  preservation  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.”  In  recent  years, 
the  ACLU  has  been  heavily  involved  with  the  civil  rights  movement,  women’s  rights 
movement,  and  with  defending  the  rights  of  such  groups  as  soldiers,  mental  patients, 
migrant  workers,  the  handicapped,  the  elderly,  the  young.  Another  of  the  ACLU’s  recent 
concerns  is  the  rights  of  gay  people. 

********** 

“The  ACLU  and  the  National  Organization  for  Women  probably  have  done  more  of 
showing  solidarity  and  support  with  gay  people  and  working  for  gay  people  than  any  other 

institutions  in  our  society.  ”  —  Bruce  Voeller,  Co-Chairperson,  National  Gay  Task  Force 

********** 

Although  oppression  of  and  discrimination  against  gays  are  hardly  uniquely  modern 
phenomena,  action  on  behalf  of  gays  by  nongay  groups  such  as  the  ACLU  was  non-existent 
until  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  The  ACLU  did  not  become  conscious  of  homosexuality  as  an 
issue  until  that  issue  was  raised  by  gays  themselves.  “You  didn’t  have  a  lot  of  cases  coming 
up  for  public  attention  and  support  until  the  last  decade,”  notes  Bruce  Voeller,  who  has 
worked  extensively  with  the  ACLU  over  the  years  as  head  of  both  the  Gay  Activists  Alliance 
and  NGTF.  Without  the  prodding  and  example-setting  by  out  of  the  closet  gays  standing  up 
for  their  rights,  the  ACLU  was  willing  to  ignore  gay  issues  along  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  most  graphic  and  damning  example  of  the  ACLU’s  pre-sixties  cold  shoulder 
towards  gay  discrimination  and  harassment  can  be  found  during  the  McCarthy  era.  “They 
were  very  reluctant  to  deal  with  homosexual  issues,”  claims  Voeller,  at  a  time  when 
hundreds  of  people  in  the  State  Department  alone  were  being  dismissed  over  the  allegations 
of  homosexuality.  Prominent  author  Merle  Miller  wrote  in  his  1971  essay  about  coming  out, 
On  Being  Different,  that  “In  the  1950s,  McCarthy  found  that  attacking  homosexuals  paid 
off  almost  as  well  as  attacking  the  Communists,  and  he  claimed  they  were  often  the  same. 
Indeed,  the  District  of  Columbia  police  set  up  a  special  detail  of  the  vice  squad  ‘to  investigate 
links  between  homosexuality  and  Communism.’  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
recently  has  been  commendably  active  in  homosexual  cases,  but  in  the  early  fifties,  when 
homosexuals  and  people  accused  of  homosexuality  were  being  fired  from  all  kinds  of 
Government  posts,  as  they  still  are,  the  ACLU  was  notably  silent.” 

Miller  is  in  a  good  position  to  know,  for  he  was  a  member  of  the  ACLU  Board  of 
Directors  at  the  time  (by  his  own  admission  a  “closet  queen”  who  was  “the  most  silent  of 
all”). 

Not  until  the  mid-sixties  did  the  ACLU  begin  to  recognize  and  to  act  on  the  reality  of 
gay  oppression.  Carol  Sobel,  Development  Director  of  the  ACLU  Southern  California 
affiliate,  points  out  that  there  was  “little  conception  of  women’s  rights,  student’s  rights, 
until  the  sixties,  and  it’s  the  same  with  gays.” 

Consciousness  grew  slowly,  gradually  seeping  from  the  grassroots  levels  of  the 
organization  up  to  the  higher  echelons.  These  grassroots  took  the  form  of  local  affiliates. 
(By  word  of  explanation,  the  ACLU  is  made  up  of  state  affiliates  from  across  the  entire 
country.  Each  affiliate  functions  with  a  high  degree  of  autonomy.  The  national  office, 
located  in  New  York  City,  serves  to  coordinate  andjo  guide  the  affiliates  with  broad  policy 
decisions;  it  also  helps  with  major  federal  and  Supreme  Court-bound  litigation  and  provides 
legislative  advocacy  and  lobbying  at  a  national  level.) 

As  a  result  of  the  structure  of  the  organization,  it  is  not  unexpected  that  the  first 
stirrings  of  gay  consciousness  originated  with  the  more  progressive  and  urban-oriented 

“In  the  1950s,  McCarthy  found  that  attacking 
homosexuals  paid  off  almost  as  well  as  attacking 
the  Communists,  and  he  claimed  they  were  often 
the  same.  Indeed,  the  District  of  Columbia  police 
set  up  a  special  detail  of  the  vice  squad  to 
‘investigate  links  between  homosexuality  and 
Communism.’  The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
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sexual  cases,  but  in  the  early  fifties,  when  homo¬ 
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affiliates.  “Affiliates  tend  to  be  the  more  grassroots  arm  of  the  organization.  We’re  where 
the  people  live,”  says  Dorothy  Ehrlich,  Executive  Director  of  the  Northern  California 
ACLU.  Barbara  Shack,  Associate  Director  of  the  New  York  affiliate,  adds  that  “it’s  natural 
that  momentum  would  come  from  affiliates  because  they’re  where  the  major  urban  areas 
are.” 

Memories  tend  to  be  hazy  when  it  comes  to  pinpointing  the  first  gay  rights  actions  by 
ACLU  affiliates,  but  it  is  clear  that  by  1966  or  1967  pioneering  work  was  being  done.  Carol 
Sobel  recalls  that  the  Southern  California  ACLU  has  supported  gay  rights  for  “eleven  or 
twelve  years  now.”  Barbara  Shack  claims  that  when  the  New  York  ACLU  first  started 
getting  actively  involved  with  gay  issues,  “we  were  the  only  ones  involved  besides  the  gay 
groups.” 

Aryeh  Neier,  who  resigned  last  year  as  the  Executive  Director  of  the  ACLU,  heaaedthe 
New  York  affiliate  from  1965  to  1970.  He  recalls  that  group  being  involved  in  cases  such  as 
police  entrapment  in  gay  bars,  license  revocation  of  gay  bars,  and  the  firing  of  gay  workers 
from  the  Welfare  Department  as  early  as  1966;  that  same  year,  the  NYCLU  was  involved  in 
lobbying  against  state  legislation  which  successfully  restored  consensual  sodomy  to  criminal 
status. 

According  to  Neier,  “these  actions  were  paralleled  by  some  of  the  other  affiliates  at  the 
time,”  notably  the  Washington,  D.C.  office,  which  handled  the  Boutellier  case  in  1967  in 
which  the  Supreme  Court  upheld  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Department’s  classi¬ 
fication  of  gays  as  an  “excludable  group.” 

Despite  this  smattering  of  gay-related  cases  brought  by  some  affiliates,  there  was  still  no 
concerted  effort  being  made  at  the  national  level.  Neier  recalls  that  when  he  became 
Executive  Director  of  the  national  office  in  1970,  gay  rights  was  “an  issue,  but  not  a  top 
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issue  on  the  agenda.”  Under  his  leadership,  however,  the  ACLU  became  increasingly 
involved  in  a  broad  spectrum  of  gay  litigation.  Bruce  Voeller  notes  that  “in  the  period  that 
Aryeh  Neier  was  first  Executive  Director  of  the  New  York  Civil  Liberties  Union  .  .  .  and 
then  when  he  went  on  to  become  Executive  Director  of  the  national  office,  a  great  deal  has 
been  done.” 

The  upsurge  of  ACLU  pro-gay  activity  obviously  coincides  with  the  flowering  of  a 
militant  and  vocal  gay  liberation  movement,  and  yet  some  of  the  credit  must  go  to  Neier. 

Bruce  Voeller  emphasizes  Neier’s  role  in  pushing  both  within  the  national  office  and  at 
sometimes  unsympathetic,  smaller  local  affiliates  for  more  emphasis  on  gay  issues.  “Aryeh 
was  enormously  generous  in  his  time,  his  contacts,  and  his  supportiveness.  He  did  an 
immense  amount  both  personally  and  through  the  authority  of  his  office.  He’s  always  made 
himself  utterly  available  to  us.”  (Neier  is  presently  one  of  two  nongay  members  of  the  search 
committee  charged  with  finding  a  replacement  for  the  outgoing  Voeller  as  Co-Chairperson 
of  the  NGTF.) 

Neier  himself  notes  his  personal  evolution.  “I  started  out  (as  Director)  seeing  it  as  an 
issue,  but  over  time  I  became  more  and  more  convinced  that  gay  rights  was  a  more 

compelling  issue  and  ought  to  get  more  priority.” 

********** 

“Homosexuals  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights,  liberties,  lack  of  harassment,  and 
protections  as  are  other  citizen.  ” 

— exerpt  from  Policy  #257  -  Homosexuality,  in  the  1976  Policy  Guide  of  ACLU 

********** 

The  growth  of  gay  consciousness  within  the  ACLU  resulted  in  1973  in  what  Carringoton 
Boggan,  former  General  Counsel  to  Lambda  Legal  Defense,  calls  the  ACLU’s  “first 
concerted  effort”  in  the  gay  rights  field.  This  was  the  National  Sexual  Privacy  Project 
(NSPP).  Funded  by^a  Playboy  Foundation  grant  of  $50,000/yr.  (all  ACLU  special  projects 
are  funded  independently  of  the  general  ACLU  budget),  and  headed  by  Marilyn  Haft,  now 
Assistant  General  Counsel  to  Vice  President  Mondale,  the  NSPP  was  created  in  the  words  of 
the  ACLU  Annual  Report  “in  response  to  the  growing  needs  and  demands  of  the  gay 
community  and  of  prostitutes  who  are  clamoring  for  equal  rights  throughout  the  country.” 

“The  NSPP  marked  the  beginning  of  my  working  relationship  with  the  ACLU,”  recalls 
Bruce  Voeller.  “At  that  point  Marilyn  Haft  contacted  me  as  President  of  the  GAA  and 
wanted  to  know  if  we  could  find  common  cause,  that  she  felt  that  while  prostitution  was 
another  area  that  she’d  be  working  on,  that  the  main  focus  would  be  on  gay  rights  related 
issues.  That  began  a  very  major  series  of  things  that  we  worked  on  together.” 

In  its  three  years  of  existence,  the  NSPP  fought  gay  legal  battles  in  almost  every 
conceivable  area:  sodomy,  child  custody,  solicitation,  job  dismissals,  recognition  of  gay 
student  groups,  entrapment  and  harassment,  security  clearance,  occupational  licenses,  gay 
marriage,  transvestism  and  transsexualism.  The  primary  goal  of  the  project  was,  in  the 
words  of  its  own  offspring,  the  ACLU  Handbook  The  Rights  of  Gay  People,  “to  eliminate 
discrimination  against  gays  through  test-case  litigation.”  The  NSPP  brought  such  test  cases 
before  courts  in  a  number  of  areas. 

A  major  issue  targeted  by  the  NSPP  for  test  case  action  was  consensual  sodomy  laws.  In 
a  two-pronged  attack,  the  NSPP  sought  to  assail  the  constitutionality  of  sodomy  laws  by 
means  of  both  a  criminal  case  and  a  declaratory  judgment.  The  latter  tactic  would  seek  to 
have  a  sodomy  statute  declared  unconstitutional  because  of  its  “chilling  effect”  on  the 
exercising  of  basic  constitutional  rights.  A  criminal  case  would  involve  the  defense  of 
someone  actually  arrested  for  committing  sodomy.  Both  routes  were  tried  by  the  NSPP.  The 
declaratory  judgment  was  sought  in  Doe  vs.  Commonwealth’s  Attorney  (1975),  which 
challenged  the  Virginia  statute  prohibiting  “crimes  against  nature.”  The  criminal  case  used 
was  Enslin  vs.  North  Carolina,  in  which  Eugene  Enslin,  entrapped  by  police  who  wanted  to 
run  him  out  of  town,  was  sentenced  to  a  year  in  prison  under  North  Carolina’s  similar 
“crime  against  nature”  statute  for  performing  oral  sex,  in  his  own  home,  with  a  consenting 
male  adult.  Both  Doe  and  Enslin  were  defeated  at  the  state  court  level.  The  Supreme  Court, 
characteristically  shying  away  from  dealing  with  this  controversial  issue,  refused  to  hear 
either  case,  thus  summarily  affirming  the  lower  court  decisions. 

Another  important  NSPP  case  which  resulted  in  defeat  for  the  ACLU  (and  gays)  tested 
the  constitutionality  of  firing  a  teacher  solely  on  the  grounds  of  his  being  a  homosexual.  This 
was  the  case  of  James  Gaylord,  the  Washington  teacher  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article.  The  Washington  State  Supreme  Court  ruled  against  Gaylord,  who  was  suing  to  get 
his  job  back,  and  in  1976  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  as  with  Doe  and  Enslin,  balked  at  even 
venturing  into  the  area  of  gay  rights. 

“Stunned  would  not  begin  to  describe  our  reaction  to  the  denial  of  certiorari  (a  writ 
permitting  a  case  to  be  heard  before  the  Supreme  Court)  to  Gaylord,  which  was  a  perfect 
civil  rights  case,”  laments  Carol  Sobel.  Gaylord’s  record  of  13  years  of  widely-acknowledged 
excellence  as  a  teacher  made  his  a  “clean”  case,  one  in  which  there  could  be  no  justification 
made  for  his  firing  other  than  his  gayness.  Bruce  Sims,  staff  counsel  for  the  ACLU,  concurs: 

“We  viewed  Gaylord  as  a  key  case  and  a  big  disappointment  —  it  was  the  perfect  teacher 
case.” 

Not  all  of  the  efforts  of  the  NSPP  were  cut  down  in  the  courts.  Headway  was  made  in 
the  areas  of  both  gay  parent  custody/visitation  and  the  .recognition  of  gay  groups  on 
campus.  Cases  were  fought  and  won  in  these  areas,  establishing  important  precedents. 

In  the  realm  of  lesbian  mother/gay  father  custody  and  visitation  rights,  the  ACLU  “set 
all  the  beginning  stuff  into  motion  that’s  now  utilized  by  everyone  in  the  area,”  according  to 
Bruce  Voeller,  whose  own  custody  case  was  handled  successfully  by  the  ACLU.  “The 
ACLU,  through  Marilyn  Haft,  developed  a  major  federal  constitutional  theory  of  major 
precedential  cases  which  bear  on  the  non-rights  of  the  courts  to  intrude  between  parent  and 
child,”  continues  Voeller.  “Their  belief  has  been  utilized  now  in  nearly  all  the  cases  of  gay 
parents,  and  it’s  been  the  backbone  of  our  whole  legal  philosophy  around  the  country.  It  was 
a  monumental  contribution.” 

Also  successful  have  been  suits  on  behalf  of  gay  organizations  at  colleges  and 
universities  seeking  the  recognition  and  funding  accorded  to  other  campus  groups.  Under 
the  NSPP,  a  number  ofisuits  were  argued  before  state  and  federal  courts.  Suits  at  the 
University  of  Missouri,  University  of  Vermont,  and  Virginia  Commonwealth  University, 
among  others,  set  the  major  precedents.  The  ACLU’s  victories  have  strongly  defined  the 
rights  of  gay  student  groups  across  the  country,  and  although  some  battles  are  still  being 
waged  on  that  front,  “We’ve  pretty  much  ended  that  sort  of  scrapping,”  says  Voeller.  “We 
now  have  marked,  strong  precedents  thanks  to  the  ACLU  in  all  those  cases.” 

Another  project  of  the  NSPP  is  one  that  may  be  termed  a  success  even  though  it 
involved  nary  a  court  battle.  This  was  the  publication  of  The  Rights  of  Gay  People  in  1975. 

One  of  a  series  of  ACLU  Handbooks  published  by  Avon  (The  Rights  of  Reporters,  Women, 
Teachers,  Servicemen,  Prisoners,  Students,  etc.,  The  Rights  of  Gay  People  was  written 
under  the  auspices  of  the  NSPP  by  Carrington  Boggan,  Marilyn  Haft,  Charles  Lister,  and 
John  Rupp.  In  its  267  pages.  The  Rights  of  Gay  People  takes  up  many  of  the  most  common 
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areas  of  the  law  affecting  gays,  explaining  the  nuances  of  the  Constitution,  the  various  state 
laws,  and  recent  court  decisions.  It  is  still  relevant,  still  available,  and  still  the  most 
comprehensive  and  useful  guide  through  the  legal  maze  of  gay  rights. 

Although  the  ACLU  admits  that  most  of  the  major  cases  brought  by  the  NSPP  ended  in 
defeat,  the  achievements  of  that  project  should  not  be  overlooked.  There  were  the  victories 
in  the  custody  and  campus  recognition  areas,  as  well  as  the  publication  of  the  valuable 
Handbook,  but  perhaps  even  greater  was  the  less  tangible  stride  forward  in  consciousness 
engendered  by  the  NSPP,  both  within  and  without  the  ACLU.  Many  of  its  test  cases,  though 
resulting  in  judicial  setbacks,  succeeded  in  bringing  major  gay  issues  out  of  the  closet  and 
into  the  public  and  judicial  limelight.  A  similar  function  was  served  within  the  ACLU  itself; 
gay  rights  could  no  longer  be  viewed  as  a  peripheral  civil  rights  issue.  Aryeh  Neier  recalls  that 
“over  time,  more  ACLU  people  became  convinced  that  gay  rights  was  a  major  issue,”  and 
believes  that  the  aggressive  advocacy  of  gay  rights  demonstrated  by  the  NSPP  was  a  major 
catalyst.  “The  NSPP  sensitized  various  people  within  the  organization  to  the  issue,”  notes 
Neier. 

The  funding  for  the  NSPP  came  almost  exclusively  from  the  Playboy  Foundation, 
which  is  an  arm  of  Playboy  magazine  rather  than  a  traditional  tax-exempt  foundation.  Thus, 
as  the  magazine’s  fortunes  declined  so  did  the  assets  of  the  Foundation,  dropping  to  as  low 
as  $200,000  from  the  half  million  mark  of  1973,  the  year  of  the  NSPP’s  founding.  In  1976, 
Playboy  foreclosed  on  the  NSPP,  sending  the  penniless  project  to  an  early  grave.  “We  just 
didn’t  have  any  money  to  continue  it,”  claims  Carol  Sobel. 

Not  that  the  ACLU  didn’t  try.  “I  made  my  best  efforts  to  continue  the  funding,”  notes 
Neier.  “1  talked  to  many  people  in  the  foundation  world  and  got  nowhere.  We  always  had 
tremendous  difficulty  getting  funding  for  NSPP  from  the  organizaitons  who  normally 
supported  the  ACLU.”  Was  this  stinginess  towards  the  NSPP  the  result  of  homophobia  on 
the  part  of  traditionally  supportive  liberal  foundations?  “Partly,”  conceded  Neier,  who  also 
points  out  that  technicalities  in  many  foundation  charters  sometimes  prohibit  the 
earmarking  of  funds  for  projects  which  do  not  address  the  more  traditionally-contested  civil 
liberties  areas,  such  as  the  First  Amendment. 

Voices  from  within  the  gay  community  have  questioned  the  degree  of  commitment 
exhibited  by  the  ACLU  in  its  attempt  to  locate  continued  funding  for  the  NSPP.  “It  was  a 
deep  disappointment  to  many  of  us  that  when  the  Playboy  Foundation  understandably 
relinquished  its  sole  support  of  the  NSPP  that  the  ACLU  did  not  then  make  it  a  major  goal 
to  go  off  and  find  other  sources  of  support  for  that  project,  but  rather  ended  it,”  says  Bruce 
Voeller.  Voeller  concedes  that  “it  was  a  bad  time  for  the  ACLU;”  its  controversial  defense 
of  the  Chicago  Nazis’  right  to  march  through  the  predominantly  Jewish  suburb  of  Skokie 
precipitated  a  wide  rift  in  the  organization,  resulting  in  a  large  loss  of  membership  and 
financial  support.  But  Voeller  still  maintains  that  “although  they  made  some  effort,  they 
didn’t  push  it  with  the  vigor  that  they  might  have  in  certain  other  areas.  I  think  the  ACLU 
felt  that  it  would  be  easier  to  get  money  from  the  various  change-oriented  foundations  they 
normally  go  to  for  their  traditional  projects  than  for  one  that  had  as  much  controversy 
surrounding  it.” 

Carrington  Boggan  expresses  similar  feelings.  “1  was  disappointed  that  they  did  not 
continue  the  NSPP,”  he  notes,  although  he  admits  that  whether  they  could  have  found  the 
additional  funding  is  “a  question.”  The  ACLU’s  Associate  Executive  Director,  Allen 
Reitman,  defends  its  pursuit  of  monies  on  behalf  of  the  NSPP.  “We  did  all  we  could,”  he 
maintains.  “Every  effort  was  made  to  continue  it.” 

Aryeh  Neier  points  to  another  reason  for  the  NSPP’s  demise.  The  period  in  which  the 
funding  disappeared  roughly  coincided  with  the  stunning  Supreme  Court  setbacks  in  the 
sodomy  cases  and  the  Gaylord  case.  These  defeats  “knocked  the  ground  out  from  under  the 
use  of  litigation  as  a  vehicle  for  promoting  gay  rights,”  according  to  Neier.  Marilyn  Haft 
points  out  that,  depressing  as  the  results  were,  it  seemed  that  the  law  at  the  national  level  was 
fairly  clearly  delineated  by  the  test  cases  brought  under  the  NSPP.  Accordingly,  Neier  notes, 
change  in  emphasis  from  litigation  to  legislation  was  indicated.  But  legislative  lobbying  does 
not  qualify  for  tax-deductible  status,  and  therefore  could  be  neither  foundation-funded,  nor 
installed  as  a  special  project. 

********** 

The  termination  of  the  NSPP  by  no  means  signalled  the  end  of  ACLU  activity  on  behalf 
of  gay  rights.  Its  death  did  affect  the  coordinating  function  of  the  national  office;  since  1976, 
gay  advocacy  has  proceeded  on  a  less  centralized,  more  case-by-case  basis.  Such  a  change 
has  implied  more  activism  on  the  part  of  the  state  affiliates. 

“Many  of  our  affiliates  which  had  not  been  too  familiar  with  gay  rights  did  get  a  hold  of 
the  issue  as  a  result  of  the  NSPP,”  says  Alan  Reitman.  This  newfound  sensitivity  has 
resulted  in  hundreds  of  cases  being  brought  across  the  country  at  the  state  level,  as  well  as 
legislative  lobbying  for  local  rights  ordinances  and  speaking  out  against  general  harassment 
of  gays. 

Some  of  the  most  active  local  affiliates  have  gone  so  far  as  to  create  special  gay  rights 
committees  or  chapters  within  their  organizations.  Such  committees  are  particularly  strong 
on  the  west  coast.  The  oldest  and  largest  gay  chapter  in  the  country  is  part  of  the  Southern 
California  affiliate.  It  has  existed  for  2Vi  years  and  boasts  a  membership  of  over  1000, 
qualifying  it,  according  to  Carol  Sobel,  as  the  largest  gay  group  of  any  kind  in  the  Los 
Angeles  area.  Other  gay  rights  chapters  range  from  that  in  Northern  California,  1  Vi  years 
old  with  well  over  200  members,  to  a  newly-formed  Rhode  Island  ACLU  Gay  Rights 
Committee  with  a  membership  of  ten.  In  addition,  a  former  head  and  founder  of  the 
Southern  California  Gay  Rights  Chapter,  Peter  Thomas  Judge,  has  just  become  the  first 
openly  gay  Executive  Director  of  an  ACLU  affiliate  by  assuming  command  of  the 
Washington  State  ACLU. 

One  of  the  most  pressing  concerns  in  recent  months  for  the  west  coast  affiliates  and 
their  Gay  Rights  chapters  was  the  Briggs  Initiative  in  California.  “The  ACLU  was  one  of  the 
leading  forces  versus  Proposition  6,”  says  Dorothy  Ehrlich,  who  heads  the  Northern 
California  affiliate.  “We  had  all  the  papers  drawn  up  to  challenge  the  thing  in  court,  if  it  got 
that  far.”  That  affiliate  also  filed  a  suit  in  June  asking  the  State  Supreme  Court  to  remove 
Proposition  6  from  the  ballot  because  of  its  “chilling  effect”  on  the  free  speech  of  teachers. 

In  Southern  California,  the  Gay  Rights  chapter  as  well  as  the  affiliate  as  a  whole  also 
worked  strenuously  against  Briggs.  Although  she  states  that  “the  majority  of  credit  goes  to 
the  No  On  6  Committee  itself,”  Carol  Sobel  notes  that  “we  worked  enormously  hard  with 
legislators  in  this  tow-n,”  as  well  as  seeking  to  influence  public  opinion  through  canvassing, 
fundraising  dinners,  and  even  debating  with  Briggs  himself. 

This  massive  mobilization  against  Briggs  was  not  only  limited  to  those  affiliates  directly 
affected.  Bruce  Voeller  relates  that  “Aryeh  (Neier)  has  told  me  that  he  shared  my  sentiment 
that  Proposition  6  and  similar  things  elsewhere  constituted  the  most  serious  threat  to  First 
Amendment  rights  perhaps  of  this  century,  and  that  the  ACLU  had  a  very  big  stake  in  that.  I 
think  he  was  prepared  to  make  an  all-out  issue-nf  Prop.  6  and  similar  ones  around  the 
country.” 


But  have  all  of  the  affiliates  become  attuned  to  the  vital  civil  liberties  issues  concerning 
gays?  Are  they  ready  to  pursue  gay  rights  on  their  own?  “We  must  get  the  state  affiliates,  the 
grassroots  level  on  the  ACLU,  showing  as  universal  and  deep  commitment  to  this  issue  as 
has  been  shown  in  the  last  several  years  by  the  national  office,”  states  Voeller.  Of  course 
affiliates  such  as  those  in  California,  with  their  gay  rights  committees,  or  those  in  New  York 
or  other  major  urban  areas  which  contain  active  gay  communities,  have  long  been  sensitive 
to  and  champions  of  gay  rights.  But  what  about  the  others? 

“There  have  been  problems,”  says  Voeller,  “that  some  local  affiliates  have  been  slow 
to  be  responsive.”  But  Voeller  is  admiring  of  the  ACLU  national  office  in  such  cases.  “The 
leadership  the  national  office  has  shown  and  the  heavy  pressure  it’s  been  willing  to  put  on 
local  offices  that  are  slow  to  act  has  been  outstanding.” 

Voeller  cites  an  example:  “There  are  places  where  we  knew  that  there  were  sluggish 
responses  from  state  affiliates.  When  I  would  have  occasion  to  go  visiting  in  those  places, 
Aryeh  Neier  would  provide  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  state  head,  who  in  noway  could 
thus  turn  down  a  request  to  meet  with  me.  1  would  take  the  local  gay  group  people  along, 
and  once  that  ice  was  broken  and  the  local  ACLU  folk  found  that  the  local  gay  groups 
weren’t  some  kinds  of  nuts,  they  began  to  work  very  well  together.” 

Voeller  concludes  optimistically  with  regard  to  the  supportiveness  that  can  be  expected 
from  these  “grassroots”  of  the  ACLU:  “The  Civil  Liberties  Unions  are  generally  well  in 
advance  of  the  public  education,  and  the  public  is  getting  there,  so  are  the  Civil  Liberties 
Unions.” 

But  if  the  responsibilities  of  tending  to  gay  rights  have  been  increasingly  passed  down  to 
the  state  and  local  levels,  is  there  more  gay  rights  litigation  ahead  on  the  national  scene?  As 
Aryeh  Neier  mentioned  above,  the  big  judicial  defeats  that  closed  out  the  NSPP  left  real 
doubts  as  to  the  viability  of  gaining  ground  by  means  of  litigation.  It  was  for  this  reason  that 
the  ACLU,  whose  Military  Rights  Project  has  handled  the  celebrated  cases  of  Leonard 
Matlovich  and  Vernon  Berg  at  the  trial  stage,  decided  not  to  pursue  an  appeal  in  those  cases. 
Having  been  defeated  by  Washington  D.C.’s  most  liberal  judge,  the  ACLU  decided  that  an 
appeal  held  little  hope  for  victory  and  might  well  result  in  making  “bad  law.”  Carrington 
Boggan,  who  had  been  handling  the  cases  for  Lambda  Legal  Defense,  disagreed.  He  took 
the  cases  to  a  U.S.  Appeals  Court  after  the  ACLU  had  dropped  out.  Several  weeks  ago,  he 
won. 

“We  were  wrong  about  that  one,”  admits  Neier,  but  he  is  heartened  by  the  results. 
“The  D.C.  decision  is  enormously  important.  It  indicates  that  there  is  hope  in  areas  that 
previously  seemed  hopeless.” 

The  national  office,  under  Neier’s  newly-installed  successor  Ira  Glasser,  is  still  seeking  a 
good  test  case  which  has  a  fair  chance  of  winning,  and  is  thus  somewhat  less  ambitious  than 
those  fought  under  the  NSPP.  “After  Gaylord,  we’ve  decided  the  case  we’d  like  to  see  is  an 
employment  case  not  involving  teachers,”  says  Bruce  Sims.  “The  issue  of  teachers  in  public 
schools  is  still  too  emotion-laden  and  sensitive  for  the  Supreme  Court.  What  we  need  is  a  gay 
truck  driver  case.” 

Neier  perceives  a  long-range  reason  for  keeping  gay  litigation  before  the  courts.  “A 
major  problem  in  the  courts  has  been.trying  to  overcome  the  stigma  of  being  gay,”  he  notes. 
“As  the  courts  become  more  familiar  with  gay  cases,  gay  cases  begin  to  lose  their  stigma.” 
Thus,  gay  litigation  may  be  worth  pursuing  in  terms  of  its  long-term  exposure  value,  even  if 
some  individual  cases  are  lost  in  the  process. 

Exactly  the  same  reasoning  informs  Bruce  Voeller’s  frustration  with  the  ACLU  for  its 
frequent  reserve  in  legislative  lobbying.  “Because  a  bill  isn’t  filed  in  a  particular  state,  or 
doesn’t  have  a  chance  of  going  anywhere,  they  tend  not  to  support  it  or  argue  for  it,” 
complains  Voeller.  He  calls  such  a  policy  “shortsighted.”  “One  of  the  ways  that  bills  come 
to  have  a  chance  is  by  respected  lobbyists  and  supporters  pushing  an  issue  until  it  .gets  the 
needed  credibility  sp  that  it  can  fly.”  Many  times,  claims  Voeller,  “they  don’t  push  the  issue 
as  hard  as  might  be  done.” 

It  is  a  truism,  of  course,  that  the  ACLU  could  always  be  doing  more  work  on  any  of  its 
many  issues.  “We  just  don’t  have  the  resources  to  do  everything  we  want  to  do,”  says  Bruce 
Sims,  and  Aryeh  Neier  notes  that  “I  always  think  that  more  could  be  done.”  Yet  it  is  also 
not  surprising  that  gay  people  want  more  to  be  done.  Just  do  as  black  people.  And  women. 
And  mental  patients.  As  Carrington  Boggan  notes,  “The  ACLU  is  not  a  single-issue 
organization  like  Lambda  Legal  Defense.”  (Whose  office  space,  incidentally,  is  currently 
provided  rent-free  by  the  ACLU  national  office  on  40th  Street  in  New  York)  “It  must 
balance  between  competing  interests.” 

For  this  reason,  Bruce  Voeller  emphasizes  the  important  function  played  by  a  special 
project  such  as  the  NSPP.  “It’s  very  clear  indeed  for  those  of  us  who  are  close  to  the  ACLU 
that  there  are  so  many  competing  demands  on  the  time  and  resources  and  energy  of  the 
organization’s  leadership  that  if  you  don’t  have  an  in-house  representative  whose  area  that 
is,  you  don’t  get  as  many  things  happening  as  would  be  if  you  did.” 

Since  the  demise  of  the  NSPP,  “the  ACLU  has  not  had  as  many  in-house  projects 
dealing  with  gay  rightsrrelated  areas  simply  because  there  is  no  one  on  staff  there  pushing  for 

“More  aggressive  and  prolific  gay  rights  activity 
will  be  the  result  when  more  and  more  gays  in  the 
ACLU  express  their  views.  I  think  that’s  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  gay  people  to  put  on  that  kind  of 
pressure,  and  the  ACLU  will  be  responsive  to  it.  I 
think  that  we’re  the  ones  who  have  not  done  our 
job  there;  we’ve  been  reluctant  to  speak  up  and 
to  thank  people  for  the  good  they’ve  done  and  to 
say,  hey,  we  want  you  to  do  more  in  this  area.’’ 

their  share  of  the  pie.  All  the  other  areas,  all  of  which  are  important,  thus  got  a  bit  more 
attention  and  we  a  bit  less.” 

Voeller  intends  this  less  as  a  criticism  than  as  an  inevitable  fact  of  the  workings  of  any 
multi-issue  organization.  Both  he  and  Boggan  clainnhat  it’s  up  to  the  gay  community  to 
insure  that  the  ACLU  strengthens  its  commitment  to  gay  rights.  Both  urge  gays  to  join  and 
to  support  the  ACLU  as  gays,  and  to  request  that  the  ACLU  utilize  their  contributions  for 
more  gay  projects.  “More  aggressive  and  prolific  gay  rights  activity  will  be  the  result,”  states 
Voeller,  when  “more  and  more  gays  in  the  ACLU  express  their  views.  I  think  that’s  the 
responsibility  of  gay  people  to  put  on  that  kind  of  pressure,  and  the  ACLU  will  be  responsive 
to  it.  I  think  that  we’re  the  ones  who  have  not  done  our  job  there;  we’ve  been  reluctant  to 
speak  up  and  to  thank  people  for  the  good  they’ve  done  and  to  say,  hey,  we  want  you  to  do 
more  in  this  area.” 

“But  I  would  think  it  a  terrible  mistake,”  cautions  Voeller,  “for  ACLU-oriented  people 
to  shut  off  their  dollars  or  to  make  it  contingent  on  their  doing  more  for  gays.  They’ve  more 
than  earned  our  support.” 

That  support  has  been  earned  by  over  fifty  years  of  service  to  all  Americans  in  defense 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  by  over  a  decade  of  invaluable  w'ork  performed  on  behalf  of  the 
rights  of  gay  people.  And  if  it  is  true  that  the  ACLU  has  made  mistakes  and  has  sometimes 
failed  to  live  up  to  its  promise,  it  is  also  true  that,  in  the  words  of  Bruce  Voeller,  “we  expect 
more  from  those  who  are  our  closest  friends.” 

At  the  same  time,  an  overview  of  the  relationship  of  the  ACLU  to  the  gay  liberation 
movement  yields  perhaps  the  most  important  lesson  of  this  sto'ry,  and  that  is  the  necessity  of 
self-reliance.  The  ACLU,  like  a  progressive  politician,  is  a  valuable  and  appreciated 
mainstream  ally,  but  no  substitutes  for  a  strong  and  self-sufficient  gay  movement.  Gays  have 
always  faced  oppression  in  America,  and  yet  it  was  not  until  gay  people  came  out  of  the 
closet  and  marched  into  the  street  that  the  ACLU  took  up  the  cause.  Without  diminishing 
the  stature  of  one  of  our  most  valued,  effective,  and  generous  allies,  we  may  say  that  in  the 
final  analysis,  it’s  up  to  us. 
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Cuba:  “Territorio  Libre 
De  America’  ’  for  Gays? 


By  A  l  Goldberg 

U.S.  citizens  can  now  travel  as 
tourists  in  Cuba  simply  by  sending 
off  money  and  a  passport  to  cer¬ 
tain  travel  agencies  here.  My  lover 
and  I  were  both  eager  to  gain  first¬ 
hand  impressions  of  life  in  revolu¬ 
tionary  Cuba,  which  has  long 
attracted  us  as  a  symbol  of  defi¬ 
ance  of  our  government’s  arro¬ 
gance.  When  a  10-day  “Youth 
Tour”  for  late  December  was 
advertised  in  a  local  newspaper, 
we  signed  up. 

Reports  we  had  read  about  the 
official  Cuban  policy  toward 
homosexuality  caused  us  some 
apprehension,  however.  As  we 
understood  it,  homosexual 

activity  in  private,  between  con¬ 
senting  adults,  is  no  longer  a  pun¬ 
ishable  offense.  Any  public  display 
of  homosexual  behavior  is  illegal, 
and  gay  people  are  excluded  from 
certain  professions,  especially 
teaching.  More  significantly,  no 
gay  person  can  be  a  member  of  the 
Communist  Party  or  the  Young 
Communist  League,  and  in  this 
manner,  homosexual  people  are 
barred  from  present  and  future 
decision-making  and  leadership 
positions. 

Since  we  felt  that  the  rest  of1  the 
revolutionary  process  was  worth¬ 
while  to  see,  we  decided  we  would 
go  anyhow,  and  play  down  our 
relationship  for  ten  days. 

When  our  tour  group  gathered 
in  Florida  for  the  flight  to  Ha¬ 
vana,  we  met  three  lesbian  women 
from  Atlanta.  Nearly  a  third  of 
our  delegation  of  sixteen  was  gay, 
and  as  the  tour  progressed  we 
found  several  others  in  the  group 
to  be  actively  interested  in  or  sup¬ 
portive  of  gay  rights  issues.  As  a 
result,  we  ended  up  learning  more 
about  sexism,  feminism,  and  gay 
rights  in  Cuba  than  we  had  ex¬ 
pected. 

My  impressions  of  socialist 
Cuba  were  positive.  Achievements 
in  housing,  education,  health 
care,  and  the  elimination  of  rac¬ 
ism  and  economic  privilege  were 
impressive.  What  affected  me 
most  was  the  spirit  of  the  Cuban 
people  —  their  enthusiasm,  na¬ 
tional  pride,  confidence  in  the 
future,  and  sense  of  individual 
dignity  and  self-worth. 

Our  tour  was  planned  to  include 
daily  visits  to  factories,  schools, 
clinics.  Evenings  and  some  morn¬ 
ings  were  free,  and  all  scheduled 
activities  were  optional,  so  we  had 
enough  unstructured  time  to  see 
more  than  an  official  view  of 
Cuba.  Our  first  encounter  with 
the  “unofficial”  segment  of 
Cuban  society  took  place  near  our 
hotel  in  the  Vedado  district  of 
Havana.  The  park  surrounding 
the  Coppelia  ice  cream  parlor  and 
nearby  streets  turned  out  to  be  the 
city’s  main  cruising  area. 

My  first  morning,  when  I 
stopped  there  for  an  ice  cream,  1 
met  a  man  who  asked  me  what  1 
thought  of  Anita  Bryant,  a  figure 
known  in  Cuba  because  it  is  easy 
to  tune  in  Miami  AM  radio.  He 
wanted  to  leave  Cuba  for  Canada, 
because  of  the  discrimination  he 
encountered  as  a  gay  person.  Each 
block  in  Cuba  has  an  organization 
known  as  the  Committee  for  the 
Defense  of  the  Revolution,  set  up 
in  1961  after  the  Bay  of  Pigs,  to 
watch  for  counterrevolutionary 
activity,  although  today  the 
CDRS  serves  as  informational  and 
service  functions.  He  claimed  that 
because  his  local  CDR,  in  a  small 
town  in  central  Cuba,  knew  of  his 
homosexuality,  it  prevented  him 
from  getting  a  good  job  as  an 
artist  and  from  relocating  to  Ha¬ 
vana,  where  he  could  find  a  more 


active  gay  life.  I  began  to  tell  him 
about  the  gay  rights  movement  in 
the  U.S.,  but  he  quickly  lost 
interest  and  began  to  badger  me  to 
go  to  a  tourist  store  for  him  to  buy 
a  pair  of  jeans,  which  are  strictly 
rationed  in  stores  for  Cubans. 
Eventually  I  realized  that  his  diffi¬ 
culties  were  based  on  his  obnox¬ 
ious  personality  as  much  as  on 
anti-gay  discrimination,  and  that  I 
would  have  to  look  further  before 
making  judgments  on  the  plight  of 
gay  people  in  Cuba. 

The  following  night,  my  lover 
met  a  gay  man  at  the  park  and 
found  a  more  sensitive  and 
kindred  spirit.  An  office  worker  in 
a  factory,  this  man  also  went  to 
night  school  where  he  was  study¬ 
ing  economics.  He  was  enthusias¬ 
tic  about  Cuba,  but  was  caught  in 
the  contradiction  of  approving  of 
the  society  in  general,  but  suffer¬ 
ing  a  great  deal  of  personal  op¬ 
pression. 

On  our  tour  bus  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  we  shared  our  findings  with 
the  lesbian  women.  We  all  felt 
that  although  we  were  gaining  a 
glowing  portrait  of  Cuba,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  we  couldn’t  lend  unqualified 
support  to  a  revolution  oppressing 
at  least  10%  of  its  citizens. 

Our  next  step  was  a  provincial 
city  in  central  Cuba,  several  hours 
east  of  Havana.  At  the  university 
there,  we  met  with  a  young  com- 
panera  (female  comrade),  repre¬ 
senting  the  trade  union,  and  a 
companero  (male  comrade),  a 
former  cigar  worker  and  founder 
of  the  Communist  Party  in  the 
city,  now  age  72  and  retired.  We 
asked  about  women’s  rights.  The 
companero  told  us  that  “women  v 
are  protected  from  jobs  requiring 
heavy  labor,  because  they  are  not 
suited  for  such  jobs.”  A  woman 
from  our  group  countered  that 
such  views  of  women’s  strength 
are  being  challenged  in  the  U.S., 
and  one  of  our  Atlanta  friends 
stated  that  she  worked  as  a  car¬ 
penter  in  heavy  construction.  Sev¬ 
eral  more  questions  concerning 
women’s  participation  throughout 
the  society  were  posed,  and  each 
time,  the  answer  came  from  the 
companero.  He  was  informed  by 
one  of  the  feminists  that  in  the 
U.S.,  when  a  question  concerning 
women  is  asked,  it  is  customary 
for  a  woman  to  answer,  and  she 
asked  to  hear  from  the  compan- 
era.  Agajn,  the  companero  spoke. 

“1  have  a  wife  and  daughters,  so  I 
feel  qualified  to  answer  these 
questions.”  The  companera  did 
eventually  speak,  in  a  strong,  self- 
assured  manner.  Part  of  her  mes¬ 
sage  was  that  “Cubans  don’t 
think  in  those  terms.  It  is  every¬ 
one’s  revolution,  and  we^are  all 
concerned  with  these  problems.” 
Several  other  times  during  the 
trip,  Cubans  echoed  similar 
thoughts.  They  criticized  us,  say¬ 
ing  that  progress  is  difficult  in  the 
U.S.  because  progressive  people 
are  divided,  women-men,  gay- 
straight,  black-white-Hispanic,  so 
that  we  lack  a  sense  of  common 
struggle.  As  we  were  leaving  the 
university  auditorium,  the  com¬ 
panera  traded  addresses  with  one 
of  our  lesbian  friends. 

When  we  were  driving  by  a 
beautiful,  modern  building,  our 
guide  informed  us  that  it  was  a 
school  for  training  teachers  and 
for  training  women  to  work  in  day 
care  centers.  “Only  women?”  we 
asked.  “Men  wouldn’t  want  to 
work  in  day  care  centers,”  he  re¬ 
sponded.  Most  of  us  on  the  bus 
booed  and  hissed.  “1  worked  in  a 
day  care  center,”  my  lover  called 
out.  We  applauded. 

At  a  cigar  factory,  we  asked 
again  about  women’s  issues,  and 


the  official  answers  spoke  of 
equality  of  wages,  of  equal  oppor¬ 
tunity,  but  actual  conditions  in  the 
factory  still  reflected  sexist  views 
of  roles.  A  question  was  asked 
about  “socialist  morality”  with 
regard  to  pre-marital  sex,  and  we 
received  a  rather  puritanical 
reply.  We  had  already  found  that 
dorms  at  the  university  were 
strictly  segregated  by  sex.  Our 
young  Cuban  companion  on  the 
tour,  a  member  of  the  Young 
Communist  League,  later  count¬ 
ered  with  a  more  modern  “offi¬ 
cial”  viewpoint.  He  said  that  sex 
is  considered  to  be  a  natural  part 
of  a  relationship,  even  before 
marriage,  as  long  as  it  is  not 
exploitative  and  as  long  as  a  rela¬ 
tionship  exists  for  more  than  just 
sex. 

The  next  question  at  the  cigar 
factory  came  from  a  man  in  our 
group,  who  asked  about  the  posi¬ 
tion  concerning  gay  rights.  The 
C.P.  representative  twisted  his 
face.  “Oh,  no,  that’s  not  ap¬ 
proved  of!”  We  were  asked  how  it 
was  considered  in  the  U.S.,  “Did 
we  think  it  was  a  sickness  or  a 
vice?”  A  barrage  of  replies  fol¬ 
lowed,  some  rather  impassioned.  1 
tried  to  explain  how  homophobia 
was  a  tool  being  used  by  those  on 
the  right,  by  fascists  in  the  U.S.  It 
was  our  custom  to  talk  in  English, 
so  that  the  entire  group  could 
follow  what  was  being  said,  and 
then  have  it  translated  by  our 
guide.  1  noticed  that  he  tempered 
my  statement  and  did  not  use  the 
word  fascist  in  his  translation. 

That  night,  though,  our  per¬ 
spective  on  the  life  of  gay  Cubans 
began  to  improve.  The  carpenter 
had  been  on  her  own  in  town  the 
previous  evening  and  had  met  a 
man  who  was  an  English  teacher. 
He  had  not  tried  to  pinch  her,  and 
accordingly,  she  felt  comfortable 
telling  him  she  was  a  lesbian  and 
asking  if  he  knew  any  lesbians 
there.  He  said  he  was  friendly  with 
a  lesbian  couple  and  would 
arrange  to  have  them  come  out  to 
our  hotel. 

A  most  pleasant  evening  and 
another  enjoyable  get-together  the 
following  morning  ensued.  It 
turned  out  that  a  gay  male  couple 
from  Havana,  friends  of  the 
Cuban  lesbians,  were  vacationing 
at  our  hotel.  The  teacher  joined 
us,  and  in  the  course  of  the  con¬ 
versation,  we  discovered  that  he 
too  was  gay.  We  sat  near  the  pool, 
drinking  beers,  talking  openly,  at 
normal  volume,  about  life  and 
lifestyles  in  Cuba  and  the  U.S.,  in 
Spanish  and  English.  ■ 

Each  of  the  five  liked  the  Cuban 
revolution  and  felt  that  it  had  af¬ 
fected  their  lives  and  spirits  posi¬ 
tively.  They  told  us  that  gay 
Cubans  were  actively  involved  in 
building  the  new  society;  their 
own  professions  —  dental  re¬ 
searcher,  economist,  graphic 
artist,  psychologist,  teacher  — 
supported  this  point.  The  psychol¬ 
ogist  had  grown  up  in  an  exile 
family  in  the  U.S.  ■  but  had  re¬ 
turned  to  Cuba  six  years  ago.  The 
dentist  knew  many  performing 
artists,  and  said  that  “90%  of  the 
singers  and  dancers  in  Cuba  are 
gay.”  The  teacher  told  us  that  10 
of  the  20  faculty  members  in  his 
school  were  gay,  although  all  the 
men  were  married  as  well.  Other 
facts  were  presented.  Raul  Castro, 
Fidel’s  brother,  the  minister  of  de¬ 
fense,  was  said  to  be  gay.  During 
the  years  of  the  Sierra  Maestra, 
this  was  common  knowledge,  but 
it  was  later  hushed  up,  after  he 
and  Fidel  gained  power.  The 
former  minister  of  education  was 
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consciousness  is  that  so  far  we’ve 


Radical  feminists  readily  asso¬ 
ciate  the  name  of  Robin  Morgan 
with  The  Sisterhood  is  Powerful 
(1970).  Since  compiling  and  edit¬ 
ing  that  now-classic  radical  femin¬ 
ist  anthology,  theoretician  and 
poet  Morgan  has  authored  two 
books  of  poetry,  Monster  (1972) 
and  Lady  of  the  Beasts  (1976), 
and  will  soon  publish  a  third.  Her 
essays  and  poems  are  widely  cir¬ 
culated  in  literary  journals  and 
feminist  publications  such  as  Ms. 
magazine,  in  which  her  poem 
“ Battery  ”  recently  appeared  (De¬ 
cember  1978).  Currently,  she 
works  on  Ms.  as  a  contributing 
editor  and  is  writing  a  verse  play 
and  a  book  of  historical  fiction  on 
the  lives  of  women  accused  of 
witchcraft. 

Recently,  Robin  Morgan  read 
from  her  poetry  at  Amaranth,  the 
women’s  restaurant  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Ms.  Morgan  prefaced  or 
punctuated  each  poem  with  astute 
and  uncompromising  .  political 
observations  from  a  radical  fem¬ 
inist  perspective,  delivered  with 
the  sharp-edged  wit  so  character¬ 
istic  of  Ms.  Morgan’s  writing. 
A  fter  her  poetry  reading,  despite  a 
severe  head  cold  and  fatigue  at 
that  late  hour,  Ms.  Morgan 
granted  the  Gay  Community  News 
an  animated  interview. 

GCN:  Do  you  advocate  censor¬ 
ship  of  pornography? 

RM:  Not  censorship  in  the  sense 
of  giving  more  power  to  men  in 
the  courts.  I  tried  to  go  into  this  in 
the  November  issue  of  Ms.  maga¬ 
zine  in  a  long  piece  on  pornogra- 
phyt  and  the  First  Amendment. 
Basically,  I  think  the  problem  for 
feminists  and,  in  fact,  for  men  of 


been  given  an  untenable  choice. 
It’s  that  idiotic  either/or  attitude: 
either  you’re  a  pro-Hitler  book 
burner  or  you’re  pro -Hustler. 
And  to  say  anything  against  por¬ 
nography  is  to  be  against  the  First 
Amendment  or  against  civil  liber¬ 
ties. 

As  a  writer  and  as  a  feminist  I 
am  obviously  a  supporter  of  the 
First  Amendment.  When  censor¬ 
ship  comes  in,  in  any  form,  we  are 
the  ones  they  always  come  after 
first,  A  perfect  example  of  this: 
Ms.  gets  banned  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  for  having  stories  about 
lesbian  custody  rights,  while  Hust¬ 
ler  and  Playboy  are  still  on  the 
stands.  These  publications  are  not 
considered  obscene  but  Ms  is, 
right? 

What  I  do  think  that  we  have  to 
deal  with  is  that  pornography  is, 
in  fact,  sexist  propaganda,  in  the 
same  sense  as  there  is  anti-Semitic 
or  racist  propaganda.  This  means 
that  a  whole  variety  of  other 
tactics  must  somehow  creatively 
be  employed,  ranging  from 
educating  people  about  this  issue, 
to  boycotts,  to  community  pres¬ 
sure,  to  supporting  newspapers 
which  refuse  to  take  pornographic 
advertising  and  pressuring  those 
who  still  do  .  .  .  generally,  putting 
as  much  economic  pressure  as  we 
can  muster  on  those  films  that 
advertise  in  pornographic  media 
—  even  the  so-called  “soft-core” 
like  Playboy. 

Some  women  have  done  some 
nice,  “humorous,”  guerrilla  street- 
action  type  things,  such  as  sitting 
outside  pornographic  bookstores 
and  peep-shows  and  movie  houses 
with  cameras  taking  pictures  of 
the  men  coming  and  going, 


blowing  them  up  into  “wanted” 
posters  and  plastering  them  all 
over  town.  Now  if  the  men  get 
upset  and  exclaim,  “This  is  really 
shocking!”  the  women  can 
respond  by  saying  “What’s  your 
problem?  You  were  on  a  public 
thoroughfare.”  We  can  ask  men 
the  same  question  that  they  are 
always  asking  feminists:  What’s 
the  matter,  don’t  you  have  any 
sense  of  humor? 

So  I  think  that  the  more  creative 
we  are  in  using  those  tactics  that 
will  not  involve  the  legal  system 
and  patriarchal  judgments,  the 
better  off  we  will  oe.  There’s  no 
reason  why  we  have  to  place 
control  more  and  more  in  the 
hands  -of  the  courts  so  that  their 
judgments  will  boomerang  on  us, 
nor  is  there  any  reason  what  we 
should  feel  that  there’s  nothing 
that  we  can  do  at  all.  There  is 
something  that  we  can  do,  we  just 
have  to  be  creative  about  it.  And 
women’s  groups  all  around  the 


country,  like  the  Women  Against 
Violence  in  Pornography  and  the 
Media  and  the  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women  and 
organizers  of  “Women  Take  Back 
the  Night”  marches,  are  doing 
precisely  that. 

A  tragic  irony  which  faces 
lesbian  feminists  is  that  homo¬ 
sexual  men  (with  notable  excep¬ 
tions)  have  taken  an  equivocating, 
and  in  some  cases,  pro-porn 
stand.  I  know  that  this  has  been 
very  painful  for  those  lesbians 
who  have  chosen,  in  an  extremely 
generous  fashion,  1  might  add  — 
to  work  with  men  at  all.  This 
conflict  became  apparent  during 
the  furor  in  Boston  over  Body 
Politic,  for  example.  And  the 
letters  and  articles  which  pervaded 
whole  issues  of  various  male-con- 
trolled  gay  media  were  all  saying, 
“You  can  not  afford  to  criticize  or 
confront  porn  at  all  because  this 
will  lead  to  the  censoring  of  gay 
magazines  '  and  newspapers!” 


Now,  I  find  this  statement  inter¬ 
esting  and  it  prompts  me  immedi¬ 
ately  to  ask,  “  Which  gay  publica¬ 
tions  do  they  fear  will  be  censored 
for  being  obscene?”  What  I  mean 
to  say  is:  if  the  shoe  fits .  .  . 

'  I  think  that  it  is  hardly  news  to 
point  out  that  there  is  enormous 
sexual  objectification  in  the  gay 
male  media  and  that  objectifica¬ 
tion  is  now  being  defended.  This  is 
not  true  in  the  lesbian-feminist 
media.  (Perhaps  one  could  dig  up 
an  occasional  example  here  and 
there,  but  one  really  would  need  a 
microscope  in  order  to  find  it.)  I 
think  what  this  means  is  that  men, 
whether  heterosexual  or  homosex¬ 
ual,  have  a  vested  interest  in  por¬ 
nography.  (I’m  speaking  now  of 
men  as  *  they  function  in  this 
culture,  not  as  they  are  inherent¬ 
ly.)  And  women,  whether  hetero¬ 
sexual  or  lesbian,  have  a  vested 
interest  against  pornography. 

It  seems  that  there  are  a  number 
of  issues  in  which  this  bonding  of 
women,  straight  or  gay,  and 
bonding  of  men  has  become  verv 
clear.  One  of  them  is  porn;  an¬ 
other  is  the  issue  of  boy-love. 
Only  one  nationally  known  gay 
figure  has  had  the  courage  to 
stand  up  and  say  that  sexual  pres¬ 
sure  on  children,  whether  it  is 
heterosexual  or  homosexual,  is 
wrong,  because  they  are  little 
people  and  we  are  big  people.  It  is 
a  matter  of  power  inequality.  Sig¬ 
nificantly,  the  gay  person  who 
bravely  expressed  that  unpopular 
opionion  is  a  lesbian,  Elaine 
Noble.  And  I  know  that  she  is 
now  a  very  controversial  figure  in 
the  Boston  gay  community  and 
I’m  sure  that  there  are  lots  of 
reasons  for  that,  but  I  strongly 
suspect  that  her  unpopularity  with 
gay  men  here  is  due  largely  to  her 
stand  on  this  issue  of  boy-love. 

I’ve  heard  or  read  all  the  pro 
boy-love  arguments  and  excuses 
—  that  children  really  want  this  all 
along,  that  children  really  have 
Continued  on  Page  12 
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sexuality  which  we  are  suppress¬ 
ing,  etc.  Of  course  children  have 
sexuality.  Let  them  share  it  with 
one  another,  among  their  peers. 
But  when  someone  who  is  more 
powerful  says  that  somebody  who 
is  less  powerful  really  invited  this, 
what  does  that  sound  like?  Does  it 
sound  at  all  like  the  excuse  given 
by  the  rapist?  Isn’t  it  blame  the 
victim  all  over  again?  Isn’t  it, 
“Well,  they  were  really  being  very 
seductive.”  Of  course  children 
have  enormous  sexuality  and  cer¬ 
tainly  this  society  suppresses  it, 
but  the  only  way  that  that  sex¬ 
uality  has  a  chance  of  flowering  in 
any  non-damaging,  power-free 
relationship  is  with  another  child. 
And  whether  it  is  homosexual, 
heterosexual,  bi-sexual,  or  poly¬ 


morphous-perverse,  I  trust  it 
when  it’s  two  two-year  olds,  or 
two  six-year  olds,  or  two  nine-year 
olds,  or  a  seven  and  an  eight  year 
old.  I’m  not  saying  that  they  must 
be  the  same  age  in  order  for  the 
relationship  to  be  non-coercive, 
but  when  there  begins  to  be  a 
three  or  four  year  differential,  in 
particular  when  one  of  these 
people  is  stronger  and  taller,  that 
spells  power.  And  when  an  imbal¬ 
ance  of  power  develops  in  a  sexual 
relationship,  we  ought  to  know  by 
now  that  something  funny  is  going 
on. 

In  the  Gay  Community  News 
article  on  prostitutes  [see  Vol.  6, 
#19],  a  lesbian  prostitute, says  that 
she  has  a  sort  of  respect  for  her 
johns  because  they  have  money. 
But  she  does  not  really  respect 
them  for  that,  she  wants  what  they 


have.  And  so  it  is  with  so-called 
“penis  envy”:  women  never 
envied  men’s  penises,  but  rather 
the  privileges  that  accompany 
those  penises.  When  a  child  says, 
“I  really  find  so-and-so  exy  and  I 
really  wanted  him  to  make  love  to 
me,”  I  believe  that  what  the  child 
is  really  saying  is,  “I  want  some¬ 
body  important  to  notice  me,  and 
if  the  only  way  that  someone  is 
going  to  notice  me  is  by  screwing 
me,  then  that’s  O.K.,  too.”  But, 
of  course,  it  is  in  the  self-interest 
of  some  men  to  delude  themselves 
about  the  actual  needs  of  the  child 
which  are  hiding  behind  the 
child’s  words.  Also,  power  is  at¬ 
tractive  and  interesting,  especially 
to  the  powerless.  So  of  course  the 
child  would  seek  out  somebody 
who  seems  more  powerful.  But 
that  does  not  mean  that  the 


powerful  have  a  right  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  that. 

I  also  find  it  very  interesting 
that  the  issue  of  child-love  is 
almost  zilch  among  lesbians.  I 
wish  people  would  look  at  that 
fact,  and  think  about  why  that  is 
so.  To  me,  one  of  the  basic 
reasons  for  this  is  that  women 
take  care  of  kids  a  lot.  Women  are 
brought  up  to  relate  to  children’s 
bodies  in  nurturing  ways,  which 
can  be  a  kind  of  eroticism,  but  an 
eroticism  quite  different  from  that 
involved  in  boy-love.  So  maybe 
what  we  need  to  do  is  get  more 
men  to  do  childcare,  and  then 
there  will  be  a  lot  less  of  this 
eroticizing  of  children  because, 
let’s  face  it,  if  you  have  changed  a 
pamper  enough  times,  suddenly  a 
child’s  ass  is  a  lot  less  erotic.  It 
may  be  cute  and  sweet  and,  when 
it’s  clean,  fun  to  touch,  but  it  is 
not  sexually  arousing  because, 
frankly,  you’ve  seen  too  much  shit 
coming  out  of  it. 

I  think  boy-love  is  a  euphemism 
for  rape,  regardless  of  whether  or 
not  the  victim  seems  to  invite  it. 
That  is  what  has  been  said  of  the 
woman  rape  victim.  When  some¬ 
body  relatively  powerless  is  getting 
fucked,  literally  and  figuratively, 
by  somebody  powerful,  that  is  a 
rape  situation.  Let’s  not  blame  the 
victim. 

I  think  boy-love  and  other  rape 
situations  get  excused  in  the  name 
of  sexual  liberation.  But,  as 
women  began  to  realize  even  ten 
years  ago,  this  is  fake  sexual 
liberation.  I  think  that  it’s  fake 
for  men,  too,  but  a  different  kind 
of  fake  because  men  have  power. 
Men’s  fake  sexual  liberation  is  the 
kind  that  helps  them  cling  to  being 
less  than  fully  human,  because  it 
provides  them  with  the  option  to 
play  out  their  potentially  harmful 
fantasies  in  real  life.  If  you  are  a 
male  in  this  culture,  the  line  be¬ 
tween  fantasy  and  reality  is  very 
thin,  whether  your  fantasy  is' rape, 
homosexual  or  heterosexual, 
sado-masochism,  or  having  a 
harem.  I  think  that  the  idea  that 
this  is  sexual  liberation  is  a  big, 
self  indulgent  and  sentimentalized 
lie.  New  studies  have  found  a 
causal  link  between  pornography 
and  the  rising  incidence  of  rape 
and  battery  of  women.  This  sexual 
violence  committed  against 
women  is  on  the  increase  because 
men  are  crossing  that  line  between 
their  fantasy  and  real  worlds. 
That  line  is,  in  fact,  being  dis¬ 
solved.  The  same  phenomenon  is 
occurring  in  the  homosexual  com¬ 
munity. 

If  one  is  serious  about  civiliza¬ 
tion  (and  I  don’t  mean  patriarchy 
but  rather  civilization  as  Eleanor 
of  Aquitaine  meant  it),  there 
comes  a  point  when  you  realize 
that  sexuality  and  emotions  are 
involved  with  one  another,  and  to 
break  the  one  off  from  the  other  is 
to  do  something  horribly  divisive 
to  your  own  psyche  and  spirit,  let 
alone  to  the  other  person. 

There  also  comes  a  point  at 
which  we  must  stop  playing  the 
pity-the-poor-oppressor  game. 
Sure,  intellectually,  one  can  con¬ 
jure  up  compassion  for  the  rapist, 
who  is  somebody’s  son,  after  all. 
But  the  victim,  ultimately,  is  the 
victim. 

GCN:  But  aren’t  men  the  victims 
of  sexism,  too? 

RM:  Bullshit.  No,  men  are  not  the 
victims.  There  is  a  big  difference 
between  being  dehumanized  and 
maimed  intellectually,  morally 
and  emotionally  and  what 
happens  to  the  victim.  What  hap¬ 
pens  to  the  victim  is  oppression. 
Whites  are  loused  up  by  racism, 
but  this  is  not  comparable  to  what 
racism  does  to  blacks.  The  same 
power  relationship  exists  between 
men  and  women  and  between 
adults  and  children. 

GCN:  Would  you  talk  about  your 
feelings  about  working  for  Ms 
magazine,  your  purpose  in  being 
there? 


FROM  THE  PEOPLE  WHO  BROUGHT  YOU 
“OUTRAGEOUS”  AND  “MONTREAL  MAIN” 

‘“Rubber  Gun’  director  Allan  Moyle’s  style,  never 
maudlin  or  cute ...  suggests  the  probing  and 
grittiness  of  Cassavetes’s  films.  Steve  Lack 
presents  himself  as  a  young,  high-adrenaline 
jokester—  his  delivery  is  successful  enough 
to  make  even  the  slangy. .  lines  sound 

funny.”  — Janet  Maslin  New  York  Times 

“A  haunting  hymn  to  hippiedom.  A 
substantial  showcase  for  director  Allan 
Moyle  and  actor  Steve  Lack.  Disarmingly 
honest— thanks  to  the  risky  performers, 
the  zippy  counterculture  patois  and  the 
warmly  upbeat  song  score  by  Lewis 
Furey.  Much  of  the  film’s  surprising 
humor  comes  directly  from  Lack  (he 
with  the  glib  lip  and  bitchy  wit)  lording 
expansively— and  rather  impressively 
—  over  these  leftovers  from  ‘Alice’s 
Restaurant.’ He’s  a  real  mesmerizer.” 

—  Harry  Haun,  Daily  News 

“Allan  Moyle  and  Steve  Lack  are 
very  real-true  enough  to  make  you 
believe.  ‘The  Rubber  Gun’  is  a 
Canadian  film  much  praised  in  the 
New  Directions /New  Film  Series - 
a  series  noted  for  fresh  work  and 
youthful  fierce  insight.” 

—  Archer  Winsten.  New  York  Post 


Director  ALLAN  MOYLE  and  star 
STEVEN  LACK  in  person  at  the 
Nickelodeon, ’WED.,  JAN.  17 
at  8:00  SHOW. 

6:00/  8:00/  10:00,  Sat.Sun.Mats.  2:00/  4:00 


600  COMM.  AVR.  BOSTON  247-2160 


RM:  Yes,  I  am  a  contributing 
editor  at  this  magazine,  and  what 
that  means  is  that  there  has  been,  I 
think,  in  the  last  few  months  a 
precipitous  rise  (of  which  I’m 
rather  proud)  in  radical  feminist 
presence  in  it.  Working  there  is,  to 
me,  at  least,  very  educative  in  a 
flat-footed  political  sense,  because 
as  a  radical  feminist  I  live  in  two 
unreal  worlds,  and  Ms  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  get  in  touch  with  the  real 
world,  the  one  in  which  most 
women  live. 

One  of  the  unreal  worlds  of 
radical  feminists  is  the  one  we 
experience  through  our 
heightened  sensitivity  to  the  hide¬ 
ousness  of  the  patriarchy.  This 
world  is,  I  think  real-er  to  us  than 
the  “real  world”  is  to  most  people 
as  they  plod  through  it  in  their 
semi-comatose  way.  The  other 
unreal  world  in  which  we  radical 
feminists  live  is  the  one  of  our 
vision,  the  one  which  we  see  as  re¬ 
placing  the  present  “real  world.” 
But  Ms,  meanwhile,  tries  to  live  in 
the  “real  world,”  reaching 
women  there.  It  tries  to  reach 
women  in  parts  of  the  country 
that  have  never  heard  of  Sojourn¬ 
er,  Off  Our  Backs,  or  Lesbian 
Tide.  In  fact,  these  women  often 
learn  of  the  existence  of  these 
publications  through  the  classified 
ads  in  Ms. 

There  are  well  meaning  women 
working  on  Ms  who  are  in  awe  of 
and  have  great  respect  for  radical 
feminism;  they  may  be  afraid  to 
be  radical  themselves,  but  they 
know  a  cutting  edge  when  they  see 
one.  So,  in  an  effort  to  support 
that  vanguard,  they  tippy-toe  out 
on  their  limb,  trembling,  palms 
sweating,  saying,  “It  would  be  so 
much  easier  to  just  put  Carly 
Simon  on  the  cover,  but  (  .  .”  It’s 
like  watching  the  feminist  miracle 
happen  all  over  again  to  see  them 
take  those  steps. 

.  j  Ms  has  no  choice  but- to  live  in 
the  "real  world,”  because  that’s 
the  world  of -the  advertisers  and 
distributors  —  unbelievably  reac¬ 
tionary  people.  Everytime  that  the 
women  at  Ms  get  organized 
enough  to  take  a  radical  political 
stand  on  some  issue  (like  the 
attempt  to  deal  with  pornography 
in  the  December  1978  issue),  the 
response  from  the  establishment  is 
swift  and  vicious:  six  advertisers 
cancel,  three  distributors  drop  us. 
The  irony,  then,  is  that  there  is  not 
a  comparable  supportive  response 
from  the  radical  feminist  com¬ 
munity.  This  makes  me  schizo¬ 
phrenic  because  I’m  at  Ms  at¬ 
tempting  to  present  to  them  what 
it  is  that  we  radical  feminists  stand 
for,  what  we  bleed  for. 

I’m  fortunate  in  being  only  a 
contributing  editor  at  Ms  because 
as  a  result  I  don’t  have  to  have  the 
kind  of  reparations  visited  on  me 
that  the  full-time  Ms  women  do.  I 
walk  across  the  corridor  on  my 
two  days  per  week  there,  and  I 
hear  women  in  the  advertising  de¬ 
partment  literally  throwing  up  be¬ 
cause  they  have  just  spent  forty 
minutes  on  the  phone  getting  a 
liquor  advertiser  who  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  take  out  a  full  double¬ 
page  spread  (which  can  pay  for  an 
entire  magazine)  to  change  the  ad 
copy  so  that  it  is  not  sexist,  so  that 
it  is  merely  offensive  in  basic 
patriarchal,  capitalistic  terms  but 
does  not  go  out  of  its  way  to 
offend  women. 

I  guess  that,  if  you  believe  that 
change  is  a  process,  then  you 
should  allow  the  women  at  Ms 
their  process.  This  is  an  unequivo¬ 
cal  plea  for  your  support  of  Ms.  I 
don’t  only  mean  that  in  terms  of 
buying  issues,  although  that 
would  help  because  Ms  is  in  finan¬ 
cial  trouble.  But  also  in  terms  of 
feedback.  They  don’t  hear  feed¬ 
back  and  constructive  criticism 
and  support  the  way  that  some  of 
us  do  who  travel  around  the 
country.  And  most  of  the  time 
when  people  send  comments  they 
write  negative  things,  they  write 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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A  Different  Drummer 

By  Diane  Prentice 


December  27,  Hilton  Hotel, 
Modern  Languages  Convention, 
annual  meeting  of  the  Thoreau 
Society  .  .  .  only  a  sense  of  duty 
could  have  brought  me  here.  I  am 
all  too  familiar  with  these  tedious 
and  cliquish  assemblies  of  estab¬ 
lishment  scholars  who  think  they 
own  certain  authors.  I  came  be¬ 
cause  I  am  a  true-minded  Thor- 
eauvian  I  couldn’t  pass  up  the 
opportunity  of  laying  eyes  on 
Walter  Harding,  probably  the 
most  famous  living  biographer, 
bibliographer,  and  critic  of  HDT. 
Not  just  the  current  president  of 
the  Thoreau  Society,  but  its 
founding  father  (the  Society  dates 
back  to  1941),  Professor  Harding 
proved  to  be  a  gentlemanly,  con¬ 
servative  looking  scholar,  no 
longer  young. 

No  surprises  so  far.  Then,  in 
this  stuffy  atmosphere,  Professor 
Harding  quietly  announced  that  in 
his  paper  he  wished  to  consider 
Thoreau’s  “homosexua  linclina- 
tions.”  Explaining  that  two 
“rather  obscure”  articles  in  Gay 
Sabre  and  Katz’s  Gay  American 
History  had  raised  this  issue  and 
stimulated  him  to  investigate  it 
further,  Harding  went  on  to  pre- 

Continued  from  Page  12 
when  they  object  to  something.  If 
there  was  something  that  you 
liked,  they  need  to  hear  that.  And 
the  advertisers  need  to  hear  that, 
or  else  there  won’t  be  a  Ms  maga¬ 
zine  in  a  few  years. 

As  much  as  one  carps  at  Ms,  to 
imagine  a  world  without  it,  a 
world  in  which  the  right  wing  has 
driven  it  off  entirely,  is  strangely 
alarming.  Ms  is  the  big,  visible 
“feminist”  magazine,  and  the 
right  wing  has  targeted  it  and  is 
going  after  it  in  a  big  way.  That’s 
'the  reason  that  the  advertisers 
cancel  and  the  distributors  drop 
their  contracts  every  time  it  takes 
a  stand.  Yes,  I  would  rather  that 


sent  convincing  evidence  that 
Thoreau  was  almost  certainly 
homosexually  inclined  (though 
probably  not  sexually  active).  1 
don’t  want  to  go  into  the  evidence 
itself  in  any  great  detail.  Harding 
cited  passages  drawn  from  Thor¬ 
eau’s  journals  as  well  as  from  his 
published  works  to  demonstrate 
the  writer’s  lifelong  interest  in 
masculine  friendship  and  the  male 
body.  (In  the  journals,  for  in¬ 
stance,  Harding  found  81 
passages  mentioning  attractive 
young  boys  and  only  one 
reference  to  a  good-looking  girl.) 
None  of  the  evidence  he  presented 
would  necessarily  be  conclusive  in 
itself,  but  the  total  picture  was 
persuasive.  /  was  persuaded,  and 
up  until  now  1  have  always  pooh- 
poohed  suggestions  of  Thoreau’s 
possible  gay  leanings. 

Harding  was  neither  insistent 
nor  truculent  in  his  analysis,  and 
he  freely  admitted  tht  tentative¬ 
ness  of  some  of  his  findings.  He 
ended  by  asking  Thoreau  scholars 
to  consider  what  difference  all  this 
might  make  in  our  reading  of 
Thoreau’s  work:  might  we  not, 
for  instance,  view  Thoreau’s 
homosexual  feelings  as  a  possible 
source  of  his  rebellion  against 

we  not  have  a  very  chaste  feminist 
position  at  Ms  than  not  have  a  Ms 
at  all,  because  I  have  seen  too 
many  women  in  Iowa,  in  small 
towns  in  New  Mexico  and  Ohio 
and  Georgia  who  live  for  the 
arrival  of  Ms  from  month  to 
month,  who  rip  out  pages  and 
carry  them  in  their  wallets  in  order 
to  pull  them  out  and  say  to 
people,  “See  these  statistics  about 
discrimination  against  women  in 
employment!”  or  whatever.  So  I 
certainly  would  hate  to  see  us  lose 
Ms  magazine.  Besides,  Ms’s  hold¬ 
ing  certain  political  positions 
allows  us  as  radical  feminists  to 
concentrate  on  a  more  radical 
philosophy. 


society,  a  motivating  force  behind 
his  decision  to  march  to  his  own 
“different”  drummer? 

The  audience  didn’t  want  to 
hear  any  of  it.  They  were  polite 
(they  had  to  be,  this  was  their 
Akila  speaking),  but  unreceptive. 
There  are  other  ways  to  interpret 
this  evidence,  they  protested;  they 
called  Harding’s  argument  “nar¬ 
row”  and  “reductive.”  But  they 
were  polite,  and  what’s  more  im¬ 
portant,  they  were  there.  If 
Harding’s  paper  had  been  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Gay 
Caucus,  members  of  the  Thoreau 
Society  would  have  been  conspic¬ 
uously  elsewhere.  The  real  victory 
of  the  evening  is  that  a  respectable 
major  critic  got  up  in  front  of  his 
professional  associates  and  dared 
to  say,  “Look,  this  writer  may 
have  been  gay,  and  it’s  our  job  to 
investigate  this  possibility,  to  find 
out  if  it’s  true,  and  to  think  about 
what  it  may  mean  in  terms  of  the 
books  and  the  poems.” 

Professor  Harding’s  paper  gave 
me  new  hope,  for  it  suggests  that 
the  activities  of  the  Gay  Academic 
Union  and  the  Gay  Caucus  fo^  the 
Modern  Languages  are  finally  be¬ 
ginning  to  affect  the  inner 
sanctum  of  academe.  Maybe,  just 
maybe,  these  people  are  going  to 
begin  to  listen  to  us.  Maybe  some¬ 
day  Whitman  scholars  and  Dick¬ 
inson  scholars  and  Woolf  scholars 
will  stop  concealing  the  sexual 
preferences  of  these  and  other 
distinguished  writers,  and  instead 
integrate  considerations  of  gender 
and  sexuality  into  their  textual 
analyses.  So  far  we’ve  been  doing 
our  work  mainly  on  the  fringes  of 
the  academic  establishment,  but 
when  the  president  of  the  Thoreau 
Society  gets  up  and  publicly  an¬ 
nounces  that  articles  published  by 
gay  critics  have  persuaded  him  to 
re-examine  certain  aspects  of 
Thoreau’s  life,  we  are  beginning 
to  make  progress  where  it  counts. 
“There  is  more  day  to  dawn,”  as 
Thoreau  told  us  in  1855.  Hats  off 
to  Walter  Harding. 


Cuba 

Continued  from  Page  10 
homosexual  as  well. 

We  told  them  about  gay  pride 
parades,  the  Stonewall  riots,  les¬ 
bian  women’s  organizations,  the 
defeat  of  the  Briggs  Initiative,  the 
murder  of  Harvey  Milk,  and  my 
participation  in  the  Boston  Area 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Schoolworkers 
group.  Expressions  of 
astonishment,  of  incredulity 
appeared  on  our  comrades’  faces. 
They  had  heard  none  of  this 
before,  neither  in  Cuban  media 
nor  on  Miami  radio.  Cuban 
cinemas  show  North  American 
documentaries  such  as  “Harlan 
County,”  but  not  “Word  Is 
Out.”  I  asked  whether  they  felt 
that  gay  organizing  might  occur  as 
well  in  Cuba,  and  the  psychologist 
shook  his  head.  “The  revolution 
allows  us  no  latitude.”  They  were 
envious  of  our  freedom  to  meet 
and  organize;  they  criticized  the 
fact  that  there  are  no  gay  or 
lesbian  bars,  no  other  good  meet¬ 
ing  places  in  Cuba.  But  they  did 
have  friendships,  they  did  have 
long  relationships  (the  women  had 
been  together  for  ten  years),  they 
had  parties  in  their  homes  and 
informal  evenings  in  cabarets.  We 
noted  that  they  also  had  freedom 
from  fear  of  hunger,  unemploy¬ 
ment,  medical  bills.  Each  of  us 
could  be  envious  of  part  of  the 
other’s  society. 

Our  Cuban  comrades  were 
eager  to  hear  more  about  gay  lib¬ 
eration  in  the  rest  of  the  world.  A 
neighbor  of  mine  left  for  a  similar 
tour  a  few  days  after  we  returned, 
and  I  gave  him  a  GCN  to  take  to 
our  friends. 

It  is  hard  to  tell  how  and  when 
things  will  improve  for  lesbian  and 
gay  Cubans,  but  it  seems  that 
some  official  enlightenment  must 
occur  as  more  North  Americans 
tour  Cuba  and  engage  in  dialogue 
with  Cubans,  and  talk  to  them 
about  the  role  that  gay  people  play 
in  our  progressive  movements. 


Revolution  is  an  ongoing  process. 
More  is  necessary,  more  may  be 
possible.  Even  our  tour  guide, 
struck  by  the  vehemence  and  clar¬ 
ity  of  our  group’s  position  on 
homosexuality,  mused,  “Who 
knows  what  will  happen  in  the 
future.” 

Cuba  provides  us  with  many- 
positive  lessons  in  social  change. 
But  I  feel  let  down  by  a  revolution 
that  would  belittle  my  personal 
dignity  because  of  my  sexual  pre¬ 
ference,  a  revolution  that  has  not 
gone  far  enough.  The  old  spirit  of 
macho  and  sexism,  officially 
branded  as  counterrevolutionary, 
has  nevertheless  been  institution¬ 
alized  in  anti-gay  discrimination. 
An  official  policy  that  denies 
homosexual  people,  or  any  group 
of  people,  the  right  to  participate 
in  their  own  society’s  liberation 
must  inevitably  inhibit  the 
progress  of  that  liberation. 

My  experiences  in  Cuba  made 
me  reflect  on  discrimination  here 
as  well.  Although  it  is  somewhat 
mitigated  by  the  fact  that  we  can 
organize  and  can  publish,  it  is  in 
many  ways  as  oppressive  as  in 
Cuba.  I  am  not  out  among  most 
of  my  neighbors,  for  fear  of  social 
ostracism  and  also  for  fear  of  phy¬ 
sical  violence  that  was  said  not  to 
occur  in  Cuba.  I  am  not  out  in  my 
workplace,  except  among  friends, 
nor  can  I  publish  this  article  under 
my  real  name,  because  I  am  a 
teacher,  and  I  have  no  guarantee 
of  job  security  if  I  am  discovered 
to  be  a  gay  activist.  Things  must 
change  in  Cuba,  but  they  also 
must  change  here.  Lesbians  and 
gay  men  must  work  for  social, 
political,  and  economic  change  as 
•  an  integral  part  of  the  American 
left.  We  must  acknowledge  that 
our  struggle  is  part  of  the  common 
struggle  of  oppressed  groups,  and 
the  rest  of  the  American,  left  must 
acknowledge  us  as  part  of  their 
struggle.  When  change  occurs  in 
our  nation,  it  must  not  leave 
behind  any  of  those  who  fought  to 
gain  it. 


and 

Valentine ’s  Day 

A  Sweetheart  Party 


February  14th 
8pm  -  lam 

complimentary  buffet 
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JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5^  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  car,  have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. 


FIGHT  THE  VOID!  MEET  A  PERSON 
Union  Park  GM  would  like  to  meet  kin¬ 
dred  spirits  in  the  Park  and  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  for  tea  and  conversation.  In¬ 
terests  include  writing,  movies,  the 
passing  parade,  the  state  of  the  culture 
and  its  prospects,  the  boy  next  door,  and 
other  vital  topics.  Analytical  types  en¬ 
couraged.  I’m  Buz.  Take  a  chance. 
482-6187.  _ (24) 


L.  LOTMAN 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  kind  words.  You 
don't  remember  me.  My  lover  and  I  met 
you  at  an  NGTF  meeting  in  New  York 
after  which  we  drove  you  home 

in  my  mustang.  We  commiserated  with 
each  other  because  we  were  going  in  op¬ 
posite  directions.  You  had  just  left 
Boston  for  New  York,  and  we  had  just 
come  to  Boston  from  Toronto,  having 
come  originally  from  NY.  Small  crazy 
world.  Will  write  to  you  when  I  can,  but 
wanted  to  say  hello  here.  Not  sure  you 
read  the  classifieds,  though.  Happy  New 
Year,  etc.  N.  Walker. 


COUNTRY  LIVING 

Resourceful,  independent  GM,  30,  wishes 
to  hear  from  Fs/Ms  who  have  taken  to  the 
woods:  your  homesteading  experiences 
pro  and  con,  future  aspirations.  Seeking 
possible  partner/s  to  share  homesteading 
(location  undetermined).  Also  interested 
in  existing  settlements  and  rural  com¬ 
munes  (e.g.,  Allen  Young,  Orange).  ALA. 
Write  Erik  Bergstrom,  RFD  #2,  Lincoln- 
ville,  Maine  04849. _ (24) 


TRUTH  AND  FRIENDSHIP 
GWM  34  seeks  others  who  desire  the 
company  of  a  truthful  and  honest  person. 
Wish  to  share  special  times  with  one  who 
is  not  afraid  to  express  himself  to  others. 
Prefer  reliable  companions  who  would 
like  to  share  walks,  dining  out,  shows  and 
sporting  events.  Box  114,  N.  Weymouth, 
MA  02191. _ (22) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Once  again  we  had  the  shakes 
But  we  also  had  the  breaks 
Or  so  it  seems. 

We  live  in  dreams  . . . 

And  a  very  happy  you  know  what,  after 
the  fact,  as  usual. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

Sooner  or  later  a  letter  will  come.  We 
miss  you  already.  Missed  you  the  minute 
we  got  on  the  bus,  never  mind  off.  Don’t 
know  when  we  can  come  again.  Notice  I 
we  assume  we’re  wanted,  not  that  you  are  j 
happily  recuperating  from  our  recent  on- 
slaught.  Love  you  lots. _ 

STAN  ST.  GEORGE 

Thanks  for  the  donation  and  renewal, 
and,  of  course,  your  kind  concern,  as 
always.  It  has  been  a  hair-raising  time  for 
us.  I  didn’t  tell  you  when  you  called, 
because  you  sounded  so  happy,  and  I 
didn’t  want  to  spoil  your  mood.  You  care 
too  much  and  there  isn’t  anything  anyone 
can  do.  We  do  appreciate  your  love  which 
has  always  been  so  constant  and  true. 

us. _ ; _  - — _ 

I  am  a  tall,  thin,  strong,  blond  fern  who  is 
looking  for  a  woman  5  ’8"  or  over,  natural 
curly  brown  hair,  20s  or  30s.  Carpenter, 
driver  or  construction  worker  interested 
in  art.  GCN  Box  984. _ (25’ 

BARBARA  G 

Search  no  longer,  your  message  is  here 
It  was  wonderful  to  hear  your  sexy  voice 
again,  but  you  really  don’t  have  to  an¬ 
nounce  who  you  are  and  where  you’re 
from.  You’re  one  of  a  kind,  and  we’d 
recognize  that  delicious  voice  anywhere. 
Thanks  for  caring.  Much  love  to  you  both. 

NEED  WARM  HOME? 

GWM  28,  masc,  sincere  seeks  GWM 
18-22  to  share  my  home.  Free  rent  and 
meals  in  return  4  companionship  and  few 
light  chores.  Not  a  money  .ad.  All 
answered.  Foto  gets  quick  reply.  P.O.Box 
291.  Middletown,  Rl _ (25  +  ) 


CONNECTICUT  GWM 
29,  5 ’9",  145  into  rural  living,  fishing, 
camping,  rk  and  entry  rk  music.  Lonely, 
somewhat  inex,  having  come  out  recently 
—  hope  to  overcome  this  by  meeting 
others.  18-35  w/similar  interests.  Photo  if 
poss.  Pis,  no  fats,  ferns.  GCN  Box  986.(27) 


GM,  24,  into  alternative  lifestyle  and 
politics,  nature,  humanism,  tender  loving 
to  light  S&M,  sks  GMs  as  friends  and/or 

lovers.  GCN  Box  982. _ (25) 

GWF  would  like  to  share  the  following 
with  a  GWF.  Living  in  the  country,  raising 
sheep,  dogs,  cats,  planting  a  garden, 
cutting  wood  for  wood  stoves,  occasional 
dinners  with  good  friends  at  home,  and 
once  in  a  while,  visits  to  the  city.  Long 
time  relationship.  It  is  a  peaceful  way  of 
life,  but  one  that  is  god  sent.  GCN  Box 
983.  (24x) 


Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  ice  cream, 
TV,  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don'! 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ac 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive. 
6’,  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. 


GAY,  IN  NEED  OF  FRIENDS? 

The  Egyptian,  a  private  club,  offers  a  re¬ 
laxed  ambience  which  includes  plush 
surroundings  conducive  to  conversation, 
as  well  as  a  dignified  alternative  in  which 
men  may  privately  rendevous.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  call  (201)  295-4900. 
Located  in  central  NJ— truly  an  oasis! 

(25) 

MIGUEL  HERNANDEZ 
It  is  important  that  you  contact  me  as 
soon  as  you  see  this.  Important.  Dave  S. 
661-6975  or  home  number 

GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta- 
tion,  Boston.  MA  02114. _ (48) 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds. 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 


SERVICES 


.PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  woulcf 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures.  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing. 
661-6975. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  /VISW,  ACSWJ 

By  Appointment 

J 603)  224-5600  Concord 


WOMEN  DEALING  WITH  ANGER 
A  support  group  is  now  forming  for 
women  dealing  with  anger.  Call  Jill  at 
(617)  267-3315.  (26) 


rV 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS! 


k 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


(617)  247  1832 
Boston.  Mass  02116 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

A  Now  location — A  Now  Pkono  Number 
Newton  Comar,  Mou.  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 


ROOMMATES 


GM  wants  apt  in  Camb,  Beacon  Hill,  BB 
for  Feb.  Nonsmoker,  easygoing.  Call 
Peter,  876-7228  wknds/eves. _ (26) 

Roommate  wanted  to  share  apt  in  Back 
Bay.  Must  be  responsible  and  serious. 
$130  a  month  includes  heat  and  hot 
water.  Call  Jon  at  267-3513. _ (25) 

M  or  F  NEEDED  IM'MED 
27  yr  old  prof  male  need  rmt  for  comfy  5 
rm  2  br  S.  End  apt.  $150  plus  sec  and  util. 
Call  after  5,  ask  for  David-  247*41 55.  (25) 

2  BU  students  need  clean,  responsible 
3rd  to  share  warm  3  bdrm  apt  on  Comm 
Ave  in  Allston.  Appreciation  of 
"Classical”  music  a  must.  No  hai 
punk  rock,  pis.  Your  rm  semi-furn, 
$113/mnth,  ht  and  hw  inc.  Now  or  2/1, 
254-1818. 


2  M  sk  M  or  F  2  share  Nahant  home.  U 
have  entire  3d  fl  w/ocean  vu  —  4  rms, 
bath,  hallway.  We  share  kt,  dr,  Ir,  lg  yd., 
grdn,  porches,  oft-street  pkng.  Nr  bus. 
$180  inc  util.  Feb.  1  occ.  598-5549.  (25) 

ROOM  TO  SPREAD  OUT 

GWM  26,  attr,  self-reliant,  seeks  similar 
rmmt  for  huge  7-rm  in  safe  JP  area.  Easy 
'  pkg,  Vi  gay  bldg,  good  landlord,  own 
bedrm.  Smoker  OK,  no  drugs;  references 

please.  522-9345.  _ _  (25) 

Littleton,  2  people  seek  third  to  share 
large  country  home  and  chores.  Gentle, 
loving,  supp  family  lifestyle,  semi-veg. 
Into  spirit,  music,  personal  growth.  $165 
includes  utilities.  Call  (617)  486-3078, 
after  7  pm.  (26) 

Man  to  share  spacious,  fully  equipped  So 
End  townhouse.  $165/mth  plus  sec  and 
util.  Avail  2/1. 247-3015,  mornings.  (25) 

GRAND  APT  W/LG  STUDIO! 

Som,  seek  aware,  fun,  non-smoking  M 
rmmte.  I’m  active  in  the  arts  and  social 
change.  $150  +  .  George,  666-9087  (h), 
354-4750  (w).  Persist  (26) 

APARTMENTS 

Clean,  comfortable  secure  studio  apt  by 
the  PRU.  Rent  $190/mo.  Includes  heat,  re¬ 
frigerator,  etc.  Please  call  Greg  267-7422. 

(24) 

Free  S.  End  apt  for  respons  single  person 
in  exchange  for  making  me  6  simple 
meals/week.  Bill  266-6412,  Mon  8-11  AM. 

(25) ' 

apartments 

Furnished  and  unfurnished.  From  $125  a 
month.  Call  Tony  Bosco  783-5131.  (26) 

WANTED 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any- 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 

PLEASE,  GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR! 

Do  you  know  what  it  feels  like  to  type 
while  sitting  on  horsehair  stuffing?  Our 
chairs  leak,  and  we  don’t  have  enough  ofr 
them.  Please,  if  you  can,  give  GCN  an 
office  chair,  or  six.  .  .  .  Call  Richard  or 
John,  426-4469.  Thanks  a  bunch. 

JOBS  WANTED 

Experienced,  reliable  woman  seeks 
housecleaning  work  Boston  area.  Rea¬ 
sonable  rates.  For  a  clean  home  call  Trish 
(617)277-1605.  (26) 

Housecleaning  by  experienced  person. 
Reliable,  references.  Call  ‘Patrick 
427-6350.  (25) 

SIFIEIXXASSIFIEDCLASSr 


Classified  Ad  deadline  isTuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  vour  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
l-riday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  .INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ .perwk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk. 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals. at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  .  . 
Please  Print  Neatlv. 


Address, 


City. 

Zip_ 


State. 


Phone. 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


ED  VISA 

EH  MASTER  CHARGE 


HANDY  PERSON-CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676.  (MJ  xchng) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 

24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 

INSTRUCTION 

WRITING  THERAPY 

Unconventional  approach  adapts  to  indi¬ 
vidual  needs.  Semi-private,  affordable 
10-wk  sessions  start  late  January.  Call 
(617)  492-1731,  eves.  (26) 

PIANO  AND  MUSICIANSHIP 
Sensitive,  conscientious  teacher  w/3  yr 
experience,  helps  develop  all  basic 
musical  skills,  piano  technic  improv,  rep¬ 
ertory  and  theory.  Beg/Adv,  call  morns 
and  eves.  Andrew:  367-9064.  (26) 

* 

RESORTS 

GAY  GUEST  HOUSE  IN  VERMONT 

Join  us  in  our  log  cabin  to  relax  or  ski 
nearby  slopes  or  x-country.  Special  meals 
inc.  $60/double,  $40/single  for  wkend. 
(Cut  rates  by  wk  or  groups.)  2  hrs  from 
Boston.  Call  (802)  436-2150.  (27) 

RIDES 

Dyke  and  daughter  driving  to  Oregon  via 
South.  Would  like  easy-going  GF  to  share 
expenses-driving.  Linda  (617)  697-6679. 

(25) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

RESTAURANT  HELP, 
MAINTENANCE  MAN 

Call  Tony  at  The  House,  783-5131. 

(26) 

ARTIST’S  BUS.  MANAGER 
Established  artist  looking  tor  personable 
business-minded  person  to  assist  artist, 
manage  business  and  expand  market. 
Must  possess  marketing  and  PR  skills. 
Some  knowledge  of  art,  writing  abilities 
and  dexterous  skills  needed.  Presently 
part-time  position  but  possible  full-time 
in  future.  Reply  to  GCN  Box  987.  .(26) 

Gay  Community  News  is  accepting 
applications  for  the  position-  of  News 
Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of  steel  and  an 
iron  constitution  as  well  as  an  affinity  for 
poverty.  February  opening.  Please  send 
resume  to  Richard  Burns,  GCN,  22  Brom¬ 
field  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission. 
661-3567.  (ex) 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 

Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact 
Richard  at  426-4469. 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 

Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 

In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D.C.  20003. 
(202)293-1347.  (exch» 

PRISONERS 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in, 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  If! 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92.  (c) 

ATTENTION  PRISONERS 

If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  If  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 

27,  WM,  brn  h,  brn  e,  5'8\  190,  love  to 
swim,  push  iron.  Lanzon  S.  Ussery 
033437,  23-1101,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091.  (25) 

GWM,  23,  Pisces.  L.P.N.  by  profession. 
6'4”,  bl  e,  185,  muscular.  Hobbies:  wt 
lifting,  camping,  hiking,  plants  &  animals. 
Hope  to  correspond  with  someone  who 
wants  to  be  loved  for  1  have  abundance  of 
love  to  give.  Gay  W.  Wesley  251786,  P.O. 
Box  777,  Monroe,  WA  98272.  (25) 

r 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  St.,  Bos 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  p6r- 
sons  are  welcome.  

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100,  _ (D49) 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay1 
Jcivil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  stall  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave. 

Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. _ , 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301 . 332-4440, 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewjde 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 
Lesbian  rap  group  meets  every  other  Sun¬ 
day  evening  in  Greater  Lowell  area.  If  in- 
terested  cal  I  (61 7)  663-2322. _ (25) 


GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
om  until  midnight. _ (20[ 


IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counselling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5PM  Sat  for 
women,  and  Sun  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counselling,  Sun-Tues  6-10  PM.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave  of  Americas, 
NYC.  212-243-8181. _ (fr) 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  andToncerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518.  _ (7-10) 


GAY/STRAIGHT  PARTNERS  ALL 
GSPA:  support  group  for  gays  in  marriage 
or  primary  partnership  with  straight 
people.  National  alliance  is  focused  on 
education  and  peer  counseling.  Clos¬ 
eted?  We  care!  GSPA,  810  E.  29th, 
Eugene,  OR  97403;  (503)  683-2221 .  (25) 

Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston,  VA  22090. 
_ (VII/23) 

JANUARY  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 

14—  Men’s  Pancake  Disco  Dance  2pm 

15—  “Coming  Out  Process”  mtg.  7pm 

18 — Drop-In  Center  open  8-1 1pm 

21— Steering  Committee  Mtg.  1-3 

21— GRAND  OPENING  of  Center  3-6 

25— Drop-In  Center  open  8-1 1pm 

25—  Education  Committee  Mtg.  8pm 

26—  Coffee  House  Nite— Men  & 
Women  8pm 

27 —  Sleigh  Ride  (if  snow),  M&W,  4pm 

28—  X-Country  Skiing,  M&W,  9am 

CLEARSPACE  646-8598,  876-0215 

485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Male  Concerns— New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  to 
GCN  Box  985 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica- 
orj^ ^ 


/the  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self- 
^descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
number)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
women.  Box  664,  Novato,  .QA  94947.,  „ 
Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone , 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH.  Atlanta,  GA  30306. 
(c)  


METASEXUAL  EXERCISES  BOOK 
There  is  no  door,  but  the  door  has  a  key. 
For  remarkable  book  send  $2.65  to 
Strange  de  Jim,  Dept.  GC,  P.O.  Box 
99076,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109.  (26) 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA02138 _ (d) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King’s  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.'s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles:  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


THE  BAR 

i  252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing,  Men. 


DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women. 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 

Mixed.  Dancina. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

119  MERRIMAC 
119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men 
PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.j  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

PLAYLAND 

21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 


SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 
Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 

WERNER’S 

Sears  Crescent  Building 
City  Hall  Plaza  742-9595 
Food,  Dancing 


Quick 

Gay  Guide 


BOSTON  AREA 


(Area  Code  617) 


661-3900 


Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 

Am  Tikva.  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 

MA02138  524-1890,353-1821 

Boston/Boise  Committee, 

Box  277,  Astor  Station  267-4521 

BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081 , 354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

P.O.  Box  398,  Allston  02134  646-8598 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St..  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Esplanade  426-6602 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns  776-6377 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England. 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholids)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 

Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114  367-0733 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon. -Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73  Tremont  St.,  Rm.  224  742-4811 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill.  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-3169 

Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  227-5009 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR.90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Good  Gay  Poets  445-8550 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-6967 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165. 

Framingham01701.  Nites  &  weekends  429-6593 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm)  354-8807 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186Vi  Hampshire  St..  ' 

Cambridge  661-Q450 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave.. 

Cambridge  02139  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  forWomen  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr..  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation 

Suite  433, 102  Charles  St.  02114  787-2266 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 1 6  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St..  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group.  Mercy  Otis  Warren 

Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha’s  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  342-5963. 

New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic  999-1570 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead  927-2605 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 
Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

"Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 


Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women's  Center, 

U-118,  Univ.  of  CT,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575, 232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford 

P.O.  Box  603,  Glastonbury  522-2646 

Kalps/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110, 522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance, 
c/o  Women's  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 
Middletown,  06457. 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Concerned  Gays,  Student  Activities 
Office,  Memorial  Union  Bldg., 

Univ.  N.H.,  Durham  03824 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  654-9268 

NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Milford  673-8348. 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro  254-8176 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  21 2) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Women's  Alternative  532-8669 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Teacher’s  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 


Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011  929-7720 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010  777-1800 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1 549, 1 0001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  506  741-5800 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Tri-Base  Collective  777-1800 

c/o  N.Y.  Gay  Switchboard 
Box  805  Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  1 4607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  1 3202  (315)  475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 
Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gayphone,  8pm  till  midnight  (516)  665-7373 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640,  244-9030 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

New  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  of 
Long  Island,  P.O.  Box  1429,  W.  Babylon  11704 
NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 


CALENDAR 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue.1 


14  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  Men  will 
have  a  Pancake  Disco  Dance  starling  at  2 
pm  at  the  Center  at  485  Mass  Ave.  For 
info  call  227-4327  or  876-0215. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  Boston  Gay  Hotline-Coor¬ 
dinators  of  the  Boston  Gay  Hotline  talk 
about  services  of  the  Hotline.  9  a.m. 

Long  Island,  NY  —  New  Coalition  for 
Human  rights  of  Long  Island  will  hold  a 
board  meeting  (8  p.m.)  and  benefit  (11 
p.m.)  at  Club  Emanon,  Copiague.  $3  dona¬ 
tion  For  more  information  call  (516) 
665-/373  or  (516)  842-9775. 

Boston  —  Boston  Unitarian  Universalist 
Gays  and  Lesbians  meet  at  7pm  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church.  Carl  Seaburg  will 
speak  on.  "What's  up  front?" 

Brighton,  MA  —  We  Are,  Women's  Edu¬ 
cational  and  Resource  Enterprises,  Inc., 
announces  their  2nd  annual  Open  House 
for  women  and  men  from  1-5pm.  All  are 
Invited.  For  information  call  277-5944. 

15  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  (Quakers)  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns  sponsors  a 
Pot-luck  and  Worship  sharing  monthly, 
Beginning  this  evening  at  6  pm.  Call 
Patrick  at  492-1339  or  Eric  at  776-6377  for 
directions  and  more  information. 

Boston  —  A  Service  commemorating  the 
life  and  work  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  will 
be  held  at  the  Paulist  Center,  5  Park  St.  at 
7:30pm.  The  theme  of  this  service  is 
"Economic  Alternatives/Urban  Develop¬ 
ment.”  The  main  speaker  will  be  Rep.  Mel 
King.  Co-sponsored  by  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  and  the  Paul¬ 
ist  Center. 

16  tues 

Boston  —  GCN  monthly  collective 
meeting.  6:30  pm.  All  members  of  the 
collective  are  urged  to  attend.  22  Brom- 
field  St. 

17  wed 

Boston  —  "Winter  camping  and  hiking  in 
New  England"  talk  by  Chiltern  Mountain 
Club  (gay)  at  Arlington  Street  Church,  7:30 
p.m.  Sierra  Club  speaker,  contribution 
sug.  $2.  For  Info  call  227-6167 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Kay  Gardner: 
Workshop  on  Women  &  Spirituality  at  the 
Amaranth  Women's  Restaurant  134 
Hampshire,  7  pm,  free. 


18  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Fat  Lesbians  —  two  fat 
lesbians  want  to  form  a  support/consci¬ 
ousness  raising/political  action  group. 
They  wish  to  examine  their  oppression  as 
fat  lesbians  and  struggle  against  the  self- 
hatred  produced  by  that  oppression, 
bringing  it  out  Into  the  open  and  making 
sure  that  the  lesbian  community  starts  to 
deal  with  it.  This  is  not  a  weight  loss 
group.  For  more  information  call  547-0268 
or  282-6057. 

Boston  —  Beginning  this  date  Images  of 
the  American  Woman,  featuring  films  of 
Marilyn  Monroe  and  Bette  Davis.  Institute 
of  Contemporary  Art,  955  Boylston  St. 
266-5152.  Through  to  March  30. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  will  open 
their  Drop-In  Center  for  Women  and  Men. 
Casual  conversation,  coffee,  relaxation 
from  8-1 1pm  at  485  Massachusetts  Ave., 
4th  floor. 

19  Sri 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva.  Sexism/Sexuality. 
Speaker.  Cheese  &  Crackers.  Info  call 
353-1821  or  524-1890 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Open  House  at 
Daughters  of  Billtis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  Re¬ 
freshments  provided. 


20  sat 

Baltimore  —  Parents  Open  House  and 
Support  Group,  8pm  at  The  Gay  Commu¬ 
nity  Center,  2133  Maryland  Ave.  For  more 
information  call  June  Durham  at  (301) 
483-4042. 

Boston  —  The  Boston  Men's  Center  is 
organizing  self-led  Men's  Groups  for  con¬ 
sciousness-raising,  mutual  support,  and  a 
reevaluation  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  man, 
and  what  men's  roles  in  society  can  be. 
Campus  Free  College,  14  Beacon  St.,  at 
2pm.  For  more  information  call  Eric  at 
776-9660. 


21  sun 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace  cordially 
invites  all  to  their  Grand  Opening.  Come 
and  see  their  new  space,  and  celebrate 
the  result  of  a  year's  effort.  Refreshments 
provided.  485  Mass.  Ave.,  3-6  p.m. 

Cambridge,  MA  -  WCAS  (740  AM)  Closet 
Space:  Schoolworkers  discuss  the  joys 
and  tribulations  of  being  employed  by 
school  system.  9am.  Be  there. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  The  Gay  Academic 
Union  of  New  England  presents  a  talk  on 
Homosexuality  in  the  Bible  and  Theology 
by  Rev.  Alan  Tull  of  the  program  on 
Human  Sexuality,  Episcopal  Social 
Services,  Diocese  of  Connecticut.  Philips 
Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard,  4-6pm. 


22  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Five  week  course 
beginning  at  6  pm,  Woman  Controlled 
Natural  Birth  Control.  3  hours  each 
Monday.  Women’s  Community  Health 
Center  in  Central  Sq.  547-2302. 

Brighton,  MA  —  We  Are  announces 
winter  programs  including  Assertiveness 
Training  Classes  for  Women  on  Monday 
and  Wednesday  evenings  6-8  and  8-10pm. 
For  more  Information  call  277-5944. 


23  tues 

Providence  —  A  12-week  session  of  Gay 
Raps  is  in  session  at  5  Junction  St., 
'7:30pm.  This  week's  topic,  "How  Can  I 
Tell  My...?"  Call  (401)  272-9247  for  direc¬ 
tions  and  information. 


24  wed 

Providence  —  MCC/Providence  presents 
“The  Boys  in  the  Band"  at  7:30pm,  134 
Mathewson  St.  Admission  $3. 


25  thurs 

NYC  —  Lambda  Legal  Defense  & 
Education  Fund  will  hold  its  Annual 
Award  Dinner  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
Fifth  Ave.  and  Ninth  St.  at  6:30  pm. 
Tickets  are  $35.  for  more  info  call  (212) 
532-8197. 


NYC  —  The  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
will  feature  Vernon  Berg  III  and  E. 
Lawrence  Gibson  discussing  "Get  Off  My 
Ship,"  the  new  book  on  Berg's  encounter 
with  the  Navy  as  a  gay  man.  26  Ninth  Ave, 
,8:30pm.  $2  donation. 

26  fri 

Baltimore  —  MCC  pastor,  Rev.  Stan 
Harris,  will  lead  a  panel  discussion  about 
MCC  and  its  ministry  after  the  8pm  Dig¬ 
nity  Service  at  St.  Vincent’s  Church,  Falls¬ 
way  and  Fayette  Sts. 

Boston  —  AmTikva  will  hold  Its  weekly 
Friday  services,  elections  foi  Steering 
Committee,  and  Talent  Night  at  8pm.  For 
more  information  call  353-1821  or 
524-1890. 


27  sat 

Boston  —  The  Irish  Republican  Club  of 
Boston  will  present  "The  Furies  of 
Mother  Jones,"  a  rousing  tribute  to  one  of 
America's  great  Irish  labor  heroes  (sic) 
and  to  the  mining  families  of  Appalachia. 
A  benefit  for  the  Irish  Republican  Club  at 
7:30pm,  Music  Theatre,  YWCA,  140  Clar¬ 
endon.  Tickets  $5.  For  more  information 
call  648-0717  and  643-5986  (evenings). 


30  tues 

Maplewood,  NJ  —  The  Organization  for 
Gay  Awareness  presents  Claude  Hersh, 
Coordinator  of  the  Gay  Law  Student's 
Caucus  at  Rutgers  University  Law  School, 
to  speak  on  legal  issues  facing  gay 
people  today,  8:30pm  at  St.  George's 
Episcopal  Church,  550  S.  Ridgewood 
(corner  of  Woodland  Rd.).  $2  donation  for 
non-members,  and  $1  donation  for 
members.  Call  Barry  (201)  746-6196  for 
directions. 

Mar.  9-lX 

NYC  —  National  Gay  Legal  Conference  — 
formal  papers  and  workshops  on  aspects 
of  "Strategy  and  Tactics  of  Gay  Rights 
Litigation"  and  “The  Professional  and 
Public  Role  of  the  Gay  Lawyer"  New  York 
University  School  of  Law.  Write:  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Law  Students,  33  Washington 
Sq.  NY,  NY.  10011. 
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